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‘THE PREFACE, 


wy He Authority of Cu- 


WY RSS ftom hath fo much a 
YS) dS 


‘Ns more general preva-. 


Ret at lency then that of 
Truth; that he that fball adven- 
ture to affanlt that with this, may 
be thought not to have well digeft- 
ed the prudent Caution of our Sa- 
viour, Luk. 14. 31. To fit down 
and confider whether he be able 
- with ten thoufand to meet him 
hae cometh againft him with twen- 
ty thoufand ; for doubtlefs fuch, 
and much greater is the ods between 
_ the Abettors of thefe two Litigants. 
And to the imputation af this una 

43. ©... .warinefs 


THE PREFACE, 


warinefs I cannot but forefee the | 


prefent defigne very lyable, 

a. Gentivity has long fince 
 confuted fobs Aphorifme, Manis 
born te labour, and in ftead thereof, 
has pronounced to its Clients the 
Rich mans Requiem, Soul take 
thine eafe, eat drink and be merry, 
A Gentlemanis now fuppofed to be 
onely a thing of pleafure, a crea- 
ture fent into the World, as the - 
Leviathan into the deep, to take 
his paftime therein ( and the bet- 
ter to compleat the Parallel to de- 
voure bis underlings too ) and | 
then twill be no wonder if it be ad- 
judged a ridiculous folacifme to 
attempt to define his Calling, whofe | 
very Effence is thought to confift in 
having none. Nay perbaps it will be | 
deemed not onely abfurd but mali- 
cious, a Levelling project, of rob- 
Ling bim of bis Birtk-right, of de- 
ee grading 


THE PREFACE. 


. | grading him from thofe priviledges, 


which belong to his quality, and of 
moulding him again into that vul- 
gar Mafs, from which divine Pro- 
vidence and humane Laws have dia 
flinguifbed him. But from this 
jealoufie I dare truft the enfning 
leaves tobe their own vindicators. 

9, I have been no unconcerned 
( much lefs infulting ) fpettator 
of the depreffions the Gentry bave 


fallen under in thefe latter years, 


. but have pay'd them my juft tribute 


; firoke of the Head{man, then un- 
aa 


of compaffion, yet I confefs,I think, - 
thofe {carce worthy a regret, in com- 
parifon with thofe voluntary de- 
{cents,too many of them have made 


from true worth and virtue. ’Tis 


furea far lefs deplorable {pe&acle 
to fee a Gentleman [poiled of his 
Fortune by his Confcience, then his 
Luxury, to bebold him under the 


der 
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der thofe more infamous Executi- \ 
oners, bis Luft, or Intemperance. | 
Let I fear cf the Martyrologie even 
of thefe fuffering times were fcan- 
ned, Venus and Bacchus would be 
found to have-had many more Mar- 
tyrs, then God and Loyalty. | 
4. But I confef? it an imperti- | 
nence thus to balance the two mif- | 
chiefs of doing and fuffering ill, | 
fince *tis certain the latter is to be 
refolved into the former, and has 
no exiftence of it felf, but what it |. 
_ derives from that. Punifhments | 
- are but the refults of fins, and | 
. therefore whatever Malignity is in | 
the Effeci; becomes intirely charge- 
able uponthe Caufe, and we'are to | 
look upon our Vice not only as omr |. 
greateft, but our only unbappines. |. 
This Confideration flews us the | 
~ fource of all our fufferings, and | 
isit felf no lef? obvious,then thofe; ° 
: | though 
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. though one would think it a6 con- 
 cealed as the head of Nilus, that 
1 foould only obferve how many other 
. Originals of onr Calamities are af- 
: figned, whileft this is fcarce dreamt 
. of. This Jonah is fuffered to fleep 

fecurely inthe (hip, while her more 
. innocent fraught is caft over board, 
| -Jon.1.8. Every the leaft {parkle 
| from without is charged as an In- 
: cendiary, when alas, like 7Etna, 


: our own bowels fend ont 


that frre, 


| which has fo neer reduced us to 


afbes. But as in Difeafes we ac- 
; count the difcovery of the Caufe the 
1 ferft and moft neceffary fiep to the » 


. Cure, fo certainly is it here, the con- 
| wittion of our guilt is a moft indi- 


- ee ee eee 


| be heavy laden in the 


 fpenfable preparative towards the 
eafe of our Preffures, and we mut 


Chriftian 


| fence, Matth. 11. 28. before we 
— fhallceafeto be fo in the Civil. 


5. But 
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8. But I fear men proceed in | 
this affair rather like Mountebanks |: 
then good Phyfitians, ufe fome |: 
palliating Medecines to allay the | 
Effects, or perbaps Anodynes .\ 


to finpifie the patient, and wholly 
_ negleét the root of the malady. Nor 
_-do I appropriate this error to the 


Gentry, ’tis too vifible that allforts }. 


and qualities have too juft a claime 


to it, to let any one go away with | 


es. 7” —_ = ane ae 


the inclofure : But becaufe the pre- | 


fent defign makes them my peculiar 


Province, I fball, waving all o- }\. 


thers, addrefs nty felf at this time 
to thent onely, with this moft paf- 
fionate requeft, that they would not 


ufe that cruelty tothemfelves, for | 


which Amalek ftands branded to-. | 
wards H{rael, Deu. 25. 18, By © 


their perfevering intpieties {uite | 


and deftroy thofe feeble and faint re- 
mains of their former felicities, 
: | but 
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. but that they would now at laft 
~ ferionfly advert to this their fo 
great and important concernment, 
and pitch upon the true Achan, 
i; that has thus long troubled their 


Hirael;2nd that being done,that ftory 
diretts the next flep of the Precefs, 
even the bringing him to executions 
cutting that off, whieh will elfe in- 
fallibly bring down a fatall excifi- 
on npon themfelves. Nor %s this te 
be deferred, for alas the Difeafe is 
come to too great a height, teo dan- 
gerous aCrifis, to admit any de- 
lay of the remedy. | _ 
6. When Egypt had fmaried | 
under a fucceffion of miraculous 
plagues for deteining the Ifraelites, | 
the Servants of Pharaoh importune 


him to releafethem, and conclude _ 


their advice with this Pathetique - 


, enforcement, Knoweft thou not 


_ yet that Egypt is deftroyed ? And 


God 
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God knows I may but too properly \" 
give the fame edge to mine; For |’ 

al : - 
‘alas, Gentlemen, are not your E- | 


ates wafted, your Priuiledges vio~ 


fated, your Splendors eclipfed, your 


Perfons reftrained, your Families | 


broken and flattered, your Digni- 


ties trampled upon by the meaneft of | 
the Vulgars and finally your felves \ 


quite tranf{pofed in your ftation,now 
wade the Tail who were once the 


Head, Deut. 28. 44. Aud is it not 
yet time ta difmifsthofe Sins which | 


are the Authors of all this 2 If you 
ere ftill of Pharaohs minde, and ree 


folve to retainthem,you are certain- | 


Fy no lef? obftinate then be, but much 7 


nvore irrational : he bad fomewhat 


of viftble advantagetatempt himto | 
— deteit the Uraelites, they were his; 
Slaves, wrought bard at hiswork, \ 


built bim Cities. But bow far is 


‘that frau the cafe here, they are not 


J your 


Ses =— 


~ Se ee exe 


THE PREFACE, 


: your Slaves.but your Task-mafters, 


which you are‘fo unwilling to part 
with, thofe that fet youto the vileft 


_ and moft fervile drudgeries,and are 


_ fo far from bringing you in profit, 
_ that I may boldly makethe Apoftles 


_ challenge, Rom, 6,21. What fruit 


i. =e. <td 


-have you had of thofe things? and 


_ doubt not the only account you can 


bring in of your harveft, muft be | 


_ the Inventory of your mife eres; we 


are witneffes of many Honfes, ma~ 


ay Cities they have demolifb'd and 


. laid wafte, but we have no firu&ure 
_ of*theirs to flew, but a Babel of 


<_— 
ws Cy 


confufion. | | ; 
7. But alas, thefe your fecular 


_ Ruines are but their modeft and 
_ petty outrages, Take another view 


_ of them, and it will like Eze- 


kiels vifiow, Ezekiel 8. 6. pre- 


—_— 


fent you with more and greater 
_abominations then thefe, even 


the 
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the abomination of defolation in |: 
_ the holy place. Your fins have not | 
only defolated your own houfes, \ 
but Gods : That Beauty of his | 
Ornament which he fet in Majefty, | 


Ezek. 7. 20. hath by thefe your de- 


teftable things been expofed to | 
fpoil and pollution; we are not yet + 
grown fo old in our miferies as | 
to have out-worn the aggrawati- | 


on of remembring our happier 


eftate,and how fad,hbow wounding a ° 
- eontentplation ws it to compare the 

aft and prefent condition of this | 
Church 2 Whenthe Temple was | 


rebuilding, the joy of that reftaura- 
tion could not fuppreffe the grief of 


thofe who remembred the fo much | 


more Glorious F abrick of the firft, 
but they layd the foundation in their 


‘tears, the text fayes, They wept | 


_ with aloud voice, Neh. 3. 12. But 


what teares,what ejulations can be : 


‘bitter 


ge EEO 


fo Mee: ig ee ew 
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| 


_ which many of you have more guft 
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bitter or lond enough for us,who are 
to lament not partiall and imperfect 
repairs, buttotallrnines and vaftae 
tions, that fee the uzaterialls of our 


. Sion now reduced to duft and rub- 
. bifh;who once faw them happily 
_ compacted, built together as a City 
_ atunity in its felf! , 


8. And while we thus remember 


_ Sion, and are our felves by the wa- 
_ ters of Babylon,’tis fure but proper’ 


we fit down and weep,bid,as thofe 


» Captives PIL, 37. a folemn Adiento 


all entertainments of joy and plea- 


. fure;ind would God we all,particu~ 
larly you to whom I now fpeak, did — 


as exactly parallel them in this fad 
and pious refentment, as we doin 
the motives of it, that fo your quar- 
rell to fin might be accended to its 
full height, as that which robs you 
wot only of your f{piritnal, but (that 
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of.) your carnal joyes alfo, Tis your 
fins, I would I could fay, yours a- 


lone, which have been the perfecu-— 
ting Sauls,that have thus. made ha- | 


vock of the Church; The Securi- 
ties, Profanefs, avd Licentioufnefs 


of your profperous dayes made the | 


firft breaches in her walls, and now 


the Impenitence and IncorrigiblenefS 
_ of your calamitous, like the Edo- . 
mites; cry down with her, down . 
with her even tothe ground,’Twas — 
among the fews a Capital.Guilt to - 
_ eurfea Parent, and fhall it now pafs 
for aneafy, or no crime, not only to — 
enrfe, but deftroy our common Mo- | 
ther, to abette and maintain thofe | 


Troops which thus defte, yea invade 


here O why fbould you not at laft . 
recall your exiled Pietie,and affume ‘: 
a holy and. becoming indignation . 


againft thefe ber cruel her impla- ° 


cable Enemies 2 


wee ON 


7 : But : 
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1g. But this you cannot be (uppofed 
- todo, whilft Ton arraign only other 
: wrens fins, and leave your own out of 
- the Indittment: I donbt not many of 
you dotwith difpleafure , perhaps 
i more then enengh, charge her ruine 
: apon the immediate Inftruments,ac- 
: enfe the bold Intrufion of ignorant 
. Teachers; of having depraved her — 
- Dottrine, Ambition & Envy of im- 
' patient inferiours,of {ubverting her 
‘ Difcipline, the Pride and Fa&tion 
_ Ff bufie Spirits, of difturbing her 
‘ Peace,the greedy Avarice of Sacrile= 
gions perfons,of devouring her Pa- 
' trimony; & thefel fball not deny to 
have been the Weapons, that have 
thus mortally wounded her,but les it 
be remembred that thefe were wield. 
; edepwheited by the more general im- 
preties,from whence they borrowed 
. their defirndtive power, & therfore 
votransfer the guilt here, is but the 

| artifice 
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artifice of flaying Uriah with the 


{word of the Children of Ammon, | 
which you know acquitted not Da. | 
vid from being a murderer.No, God — 
knowes, bere lies a Carcafs of a poor 
bleeding Church, but which of you © 
our Elders are qualified forthe pur- . 
gation the Law affignes inthat cafe 


Deu. 21.8. which of you can fay, 


our hands have not fhed this blood, 


neither have our eyes {een it. 


10. Yetthe lefs capable you are of | 
your hands in inno. | 


thus wafhing 


cence the greater need you bave 
to VVath them in Fenttence , | 


and therefore fince as you are Sons |. 


to this Mother, the Office of A- ' 


_venger of blood devolves on you. 
O bring forth fruites of repentance , 


by difcharging that part faithfully, | 


one 


drag out thefe Criminals which . 


have taken Sanduary in your 
breafts, and there dwell fecurely, as 
cn in 


THE PREF ACE; 


ma City of Refuge, and hew 
them in pieces, as Samuel did 


Agag before the Lord. And as 
your incentives to this are infinitely 
greater and more preffing, then in o» 


ther murders, fo will the effects alfa 


 vaftly tranfcend thofe of Common 


Tuftice, that onely revenges, but 
this vitay repaire the mifchief, recall 
the vitall {pirits and reunite the 


featterd limbs of this mangled body, 


| fuch an Omnipotencie is there in fin- 


cere Repentance, that it is able ever 


' to effect arefurrettion. O that you 


| of reverfing that extirpating De- 
| b 2 


would be anbitions of working this 


Miracle, and by this pious Prodi- 
gie beget your Mother, that you 
would weep fo long over her afbes, 
till that moifture had rendred them 
prolifical, and you fee her |prizg 
ont of ber Urne. : 
11. This, this is your only way 


cree, 


- 
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‘cree which thefe Hamans,your fins 
have procured,and if Tou negledt 
this, Mordecates menace to Hefter, 
will be: too applicable to yon, 
#f God in pis unfathomable mer- 
cy fbould caufe deliverance and 
enlargement to aife fromfome o- | 
ther place to this poor defolate — 
Church, Yet your felves can expect 
nothing but Deftruttion. If you | 
have no fence of the defolations 
of Sion, no pitty to fee her » 
-in the Duft, but fill chufe to — 
—Cherifh thofe impieties , which . 
have brought her thither, yet. 
even they will at the laft avenge . 
her quarrell, bring You thofe mi- 
feries, the fence whereof it will 
beimpoffible for You to avoid, or 
extinguilb,  * a 
12. For alas to reprefert your + 
fins to you as the Originalls meerly 
of Texporall, whether Private or « 

| Kind — Pub- 


—_ 


——s = 


i 
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Publick Ruines, # to give you too 
faire and flattering a4 portraickure 


ofthe; thefe are but the light pre- 


lufory skirntifbes to amore dif mall 
Slaughtersthe Prologue to the fatall 
Tragedie; Take their fuller cha- 
racter from the Apoftle, Ro. 6.21. 
The end of thefe things is death, e- 
ven death eternall. It is onr ufuall 
comfort againft the perfecutions of 
men, tbat they can purfue us no far- 
ther ther to the Grave, there, as 


Job fpeaks, the weary be at reft ; 


~— But this Tyrant in our own breafis — 


has no {uch limits to its malicebut 
then efpecially begins, when all o- 
ther cruelties ceafe, tortures infi- 
sitely by the gnawings of that worm 
which never dyes, and the .fcorch- 
ings of that. ficewhich never fball 


be quenched. _ 


13. And now whocan fufficiently 


_. wonder at the Infatuation, that you 


b 3 foould 
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foould demurre upon the difmif- 
fing of fo treacherous a Gueft , 
that you fbould cherifb this Vi- 
per in your Bofoms, which you 
alreadie feel eating your Bowels, 
devouring all your temporal Fe- 
licities , and yet takes thofe but 
in the way to your Heart, your 
more pretious and eternal part. 


Tis the common Maxime even of 


thofe that receive advantage by 


the perfidionfnefs of Others, to 
love the treafon but bate the Trai- 
tor, but here is that Rule quite in- 
verted; you hate the treafon, are 


oo 


impatient of the afflicting Con~ | 


fequences of your fin, yet love the 
Traitor, hugge that in your clofeft 


Exbraces. The Apoftle indeed for- | 


warnes us of the Deceitfulnefs of — 


fin, Heb. 3.13. but fure this is a 


pitch beyond that, this is not deceit, - 


but inchantment , fome powerfull | 


Philtrum 


epee « niet 


a 
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— Philtram 2 muft needs be, that 
can thus make men in love not 
_ only with deformitie, but difeafe. 

14. But all the Magicians of 

Egypt are not able to ftand be. 
. fore Mofes, this Magick. not fo 
irrefiftible, but that Reafon and 
Religion will yield you counter- 
charmes, able to difenchant Yon, 
if You will but fuffer them to 
come into your aid. Do but once 
| flep out of the Devils Circlé, the 
actual vertiginous purfuit of Your 
finful appetites and give your Fa- 
culties fome intermiffion, fo much 
breath from that bot chafe as may 
_qualifte them for a calme confide- 
rate view of Other things., and 
then *tis certain You will difcerne 
that Vertue bas a much more ra- 
, vifbing appearance, infinitely more 
_ delectable and enamouring , then 
| allthe Devils Opticks could put 
- bA- por | 
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upon your bigheft and moft gu fifull 
fenfualities, Do you only beflow 
fome attentive looks upox her, let 
her once in at your eyes, and then 
leave ber to make ber own way to 
your beart. And this is fure aver 
moderate requeft, that you will but 
wouchfafeto look upon what isthus 
amiable, and with what pretence. 
can you deny it ; Tou who te gare on — 
thofe tranfitorie beauties which are 
only your fnaies,flick at no difficule 
tie, will be content to come (thofe of 
you that have no otber motives ) 
evento Church upon that errand, 
O do not here put off your curiofitie, 
where alone it may Availe Ton, - 
but rather take this opportuni- . 
tie of ballowing that (hitherto pro- 
phane) part of your tenrper. | 

15. Ut has been none of the De- 
wills meaneft or unluckieft Arts to, 
infufe prejudices into mens minds 


o againft 


b 


| 
} 


ie 
: 
| 

t 

/ 
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- againft Chniftian praGife, by res 
prefenting it inthe moft averting 


formes, be changes fhapes with 
it, and as he transformes him- 
felf-into an Angel of light, fo 
he does this into one of Dark- © 


: nels, makes it appear a State of 


— -— —_ = 
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the moSi di(mall fadnefs, and hor- 
rour, a region of Antipodes to 
all ‘Foy and Cheerfulnefje. And 

bow much more ready men are 
to take the Devill .at his word, 
then Chrift at. bis, who profef- 
fes bi Yoke eafy and bis Bur- 
den light , appears too wiftble 72. 
the generall averfation thofe have 
to Piety, who never fo much as 


_ tryed it, but take up implicite 
 confufed prejudices againft it, 


and reteine thofe as faSt , as if they 


 werethe produtis of many years 
" coftly experiences,and ‘tis to be fear- 


| ed thefe have taken the deepeft root. 


in 
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in the richeft Soil, they feeming 
no where more to flourifb, then 
among You of the bigheft Quali- 
tie, yet fure, of all others You are 
moft obliged to eradicate them, 


they implying fuch a grof8 in- 


juftice, 45 any ingenious minde 


muft be afbamed of. 

16. Youwill your felves readily 
pronounce, that Fudge not onely 
corrupt, but impudent, that con- 
demns a perfon whofe plea he ne- 
wer heard, yet if you will but re- 
fled, You will find your owne ver- 
diti rebound upon your felves, 
with a Tu es homo, for tis evia 
dently your cafe bere. It. is time 


for you therefore to be fo juft, if . 


not to Vertue, yetto your own Re- 
putations, as to retra&t that con- 
demnatory fentence, you bave paft 
upon her, and put on fo much 


at leaft of the form of Fuftice, as to 


give 


i 
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give her a fair Triall. But this 


you cannot doe by hearing the 


- toagues.of men and Angels plead 


ati sed a ea al 


. 2 es. 


| Cates, and recommended it to you, 


for her, none but her felf can ma- 


nage her caufe, you muft admit her 
into your focietie, and converfe,take 


her into fuch a familiaritie, as may 


bring ber within diftance of your 
Obfervation, before you pronounce. 
of ber. In fhort if you will indeed 
render your felves competent 
Fudges, whither a Vertuous life 
be a pleafant or a difmall thing, 
enter upon it, and let your owne 
experiences be your informers. 
17. Lcannot fufpeE the age fo. 
degenerous, as not to beleeve there 
are divers particular perfons a- 
mong. you, who have made the 
experiment, and to their Teftintonie 
I dare appeal, aud doubt not they 
will from ‘fudges tuyne Advo- 


and 
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and {ure you willhave no canfe in © 
this inflanceta wave your wonted 
Priviledge of being tryed by your | 
Peers, to except againft their judge — 
ment in the cafe, who being pla- . 
ced in equall circumftances with | 
you winft be fuppofed to underftand © 
your ntmoft Temptations to Vice, 
rom whence alone all the feeming — 

difficulties and uneafineffes of Ver- 
tne doe arife, | : 
18. Itwere the work of many 
Volumes to defcribe the feverall 
diftintt Advantages towards « 
pleafant Being, which are wrapt 
up in this one comprebenfive Fe~ 
licitie. I fall inftance onely in 
that, to which the enfuing Tratt 
particularly relates, and that is 
that it furnifbes you with a fuc- 
ceffion of very Agreeable and 
Cheerfull Imployments. Vertue is | 
of a bufie and attive Nature, — 
awd 


| 


| 


| 
| 


THE PREFACE, 
and as in its feverall Operations 
it has an oppoltion to all the fe- 
verall forts of Vice, fo in its 
very Conftitution and Principle it 
beares an avowed Antipathie to 
that one fertile Seminary of moSt 
other Sins, Idleneffe ; and fure 
the refcning you from that is no 
contempuble Benefit. For though 
you feeme to challenge it as a 


_confiderable part of your Inheri~ 


tance, that you may live and do 
Nothing, and are very tenacious 


of that Claim, yet, tis mot evi- 


dent , that what you contend for, 
as your Priveledge, your selves 
eSteem your burden, yea fo much fo, 
that to be rid of it, yon caSt a- 


: way Eftate, Health, Soul and all 


for Company, imploy your felves 


| the moft ruinounfly , rather ther 
endure to be Idle; nay, ' quite 
|confute your owne Pretenfions 


to 


THE PREFACE, 
to eafe, by thofe laborious and 
toilfome Vices, wich you are fain 
to call Pleafures, to render them 


tolerable; but have certainly no — 


pretence to that Title on any other 


feore, but that they keep you | 


doing. 


19. And now what more grate- — 


full Office can pofftbly be done for 
men in thw Condition, then to 


flew them how they may free 


themfelves of this load without 
contra&ting a worfe; I mean the — 
guilt of thofe fins which like Re-— 
hoboam converts Whips into 
Scorpions, yet are now fain to 
be reforted to, as the onely in- 
firuments of their relief. And | 
this a Chriftian Life will be fure 


to do for you, It will conftantlie . 
provide you with innocent di- 
vertifements , nay much more, it : 


will give You bufineS, fo excel- 


lent, 
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Lent, and worthie the dignitie of 


Your Natures, fo Noble and ana 
fwerable to the Splendour of your 
Qualities, fo every way agreeable 
to the aims of Rational Men, that 
You will have caufe to acknow- 


ledge with Our Church, that Gods - 


_ Service is perfe& Freedom 


20. I fhall not undertake to 


_ give you a particular view of all 


the Severals of thofe Emplei- 


ments ; Thofe Precepts of the 
Gofpel which affigne your Tasks, 
doe futhciently informe You of 
the Nature and Excellencie of 
them , my whole Scheme is come 


prifed in that One, which direéts 


an Attendance on that Calling 


wherein God hath placed men, 
. and therefore I am to treat onely 


of thofe particular Duties which 


are incumbent on You as Gentle- 


men, and therein fhem You that 
cons 


~ THE PREFACE, 

confidered as fuch, Ton have aCal- 
Lingsand fo free you of that reproach 
‘and miferie of being unprofitable 
burdens of the earth, and then e- 
wince to you alfo that that Calling 
és fo far from implying any thing of 
reall toil or uneafinefs, that it is on- 

ly an Art of refining and {ublima- 

ting your Pleafures, rendring them 

more guftfull andexquifite and fo 
will ( if attended to ) make good 
to you in earneft your miftaken pre- 
tence to a Life of fenfnality and des 
Tight. 
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Se cr. I. 
Of Bufi ine/s and Callings lid 


genre 


g: dene ce di fiipares and confumes 
gw that Stock rahe is properly 
SS hs own, falls ju ttly under the 
ZN: wat blunt cenfure of folly, and 
aoe under thy fh arper and more fmarting 
penance of poverty aad want: But he thatis 
buca deputed minager, if henestedt his dep- 
fitum, is liable toa heavier weight both cf-ob- 
loquy and difeipline: The weaknels of the one 
may poflibly meet with fomewhat of pity, bur — 
the falfenefs and treacherie of the other is the 
object of an univerfal deteltation, and ts often: 
times very feverely fentenced by thofe, who, 
if they would impartially refleet, would find 
themfelves deeply involved in the fart: SULIs, 
2. God has placed Manin the world rot 
as a Proprietary, but a Steward , he hath puc 
many excellent things into his poffeftion, but 


~ thefe in truft co be noc only kept,but negotiated 


\ 
' 
‘ 


| 


{ 


with, and by traffick ampseie to the ufe of 
B. the 


“ 
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~~ the true owner: Yet herein dealing as a molt 
bountiful Mafter, by not only promifing tran- 
{cendent rewards in the future to his fidelity, 
’ buc even annexing at the prefent (as to the 
fieifer that creadeth out the cora ) a moft It- 
beral fubfiftence, interweaving his Intereft fo 
with his Duty, that the difcharge of it is his 
onely means of being happy even in this 
- world. 

3. This cercainly is the ftate of mankind 
in general, every (I mean Rational ) perfon 
having fomething of this kind intrufted to him: 
No mian that hath underftanding, be chat of 
a higher or lower fize, but hath variety of 
abilities of one fort or other, and withal that 

~ auacing power, which fhould fet them on 
work; end then furely he that hath not been. 
excluded from the receits, muft not pretend an 
exemption from the disburfements, the tasks, 
‘but isunder a ftric&t obligation of improving 
what he hath thus received, of bringing in 
fruit to the granary, as wellin order to his 
own account and joy in the auditing of the 
harveft, as alfo to the glory of God from 
whom alone he derives (and muit impute) both 
the feed, andirrigation, and the’ very increafe. 
And he that on thefe grounds and according 
to thefe meafures decently adminifters his pro- 
vince, feduloufly attends his duty in this mat- 
ter, will find himfelf placed in fuch an active 
ftate of bufinefs, that he fhall have little caufe 
to fufpect himfelf neglected, or forgotten by 
| | . God 
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God and Nature, or placed’ in the world with. 
out a Calling. 

4. From what is thus indifpenfably required 
of al men, no One rank or individual of that 
{pecies can plead an immunity ; And therefore 
till chofe whom birch, education and wealth, 
and the common diale.t of the world hath 
made known by the flile of Gentlemen, fhall 
think fic co expunge the latter part of that title 
and difclaim the nature of mex. as they are 
wiling to do the duty, they muft certainly re- 
tract this error, and acknowledge they have 
their fhares in this common obligation. 

Nay indeed if they could fo far imitate 
the Prince of the morning , asto fucceed to 


that rank wh.ch he was willing to leave, 1 


mean to afcend above humanity. and affume 
the nature of Angels, yet even thither would 
this purfue and overcake them. Among all the 
orders of that divine Hierarchy they would 
noc find cne patron or prefident of Idlenefst 
For as the fpirituality of their effence renders 


them more agile and active, fo that activity 


is perpetually exercifed in imploying the de- 
vine abilities they have received, to the glory 
of God the donor, and that not onily in bear 
ing a partin thac Celeftial quire which incef- 
fantly fings his praifes, but in the more labori- 
ous and fervile offices of being miniftring {pi- 


Tits, yea even to thofe to whom both inrefpe& | 


of nature and innoceace they are iunuitely fi- 


Ree And this a api with perfect — 
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and cheerfulnefs, thinking it their greaceft 
honor aud dignity to be thus bufied, their re- 
gitive power over the world, faith Ger/en, is not 
fo fuitable an ingredient for a Magnificat of 
their compofing , as that greater dignity. of 
receiving, and performing God’s commands: 
Anevidence how much the meafures of honor 
differ between the Courtiers of heaven, and 
earth, the inhabitanas of that refined, and this 
grofs region, Thus then the profpect lies be- 
fore the Gentleman , if he choofe either to 
look fevelon the fame nature with himfelf, or 

_ direc his eyes upward on that of the glorious 
Spirits that encompafs Gods throne, he will 
‘not inall the records of earth or heaven find 
ever a patent for floch, any claufe of exemption 

in this univerfal law. ee 

6. Nay ifthis man in honor would bid fares 
wel to his birthright, and become dike the 
beafts that perif,P1.49.20. if he couldbecon- — 
tent, in purfait of this one fancied priviledge 
of a Gentleman, fo renounce all the real ones 
ofaman,and make Nebuchsdnexzar’s punifh- 
ment his option, yet neither the field nor for- 
re{t could give him fan&uary, afford him any 
number of affociates to aid,or but countenance 

‘ him in his muting againft this divine decree, 
- they would rather be his tutors and monitors | 
to obey it: For what rank even of the moft fa- 
vage animals is there, which we can indict of 
the not imploying thofe faculties they have 
received? Are they not generally ina Peres 

ae, <r tua 
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petual and regular motion to thofe ends for 


which they were created? in continual exeir- 
cife of thofe powers with which they are _n- 
dued? yea fome of them with fuch impro Ye. 
ment to alltheir neceffary purpofes, thac it 
hath raifed a doubt whether they a@ by in- 
ftinct or reafon, by fancy or judgment : | Py- 
thagoras is difcernibly on their fide, and 4- 
viftos/e that was le{s kind to them, feems by 
one faying to have yielded the caufe, when of 
thofe creatures which he faith want reafon, he 


confeffeth that fancy fupplies its place. I need 


not take part in this difpute; whatfoever their 
faculties or talents are,none can doubt of their 


ufe of them, or whether this their uninter- 
_ rupted obedience to the law of their creation 


reflects the proportionable glory on their — 


‘Creator. 


_ 7.. To defcend one degree lower yet; The. * 


very inanimate creatures afford their confort 


to this divine harmony, every one of them 


perform thofe offices, fail not in the exercife 
of all thofe (not unactive) qualiti:s God hath 
put into them: The Sun hath received a power 


of cherifhing and enlivening terreftrial bodies, 


and it folds not up its rayes, buc communicates 


and difpenceth them freely; the Earth has» 


received a power of fructifying , giving fap 
and verdure to that which grows upon it, and 
it withholds not that vital moifture, but likea 


tender nurfe fends it forth liberally to all that 
-expedt nourifhment from herbreafts; and fo 
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proportionably do all other parts of this great 
_ body; and that all chis ferves to illuftrate the 
slory of that omnipotent wifdom which hath 
Dlaced thém in this fo excellent a fubordina- 
tion, is moft vifible without the help of a per- 
{pective. When the Queen of Sheba faw the 
magnificenceand regularity Of Solomon's Court, 
fhe brake out into an admiration of his wif- 
dom: And furely a far greater occafion is mi- 
niftred to all chofe who contemplate the admt- 
rable order of the Univerfe, with all tranfpor- 
tation of foul to magnife and adore the Divine 
- Difpofer of it, as we fee frequ. ntly ¢xemplified 
to us in the fublime raptures of the holy P/a/m- 
sf, who never berter approves his right to be 
called the /weer finger of I/rae/, thenonthis ra- 
vifhing theme. | 
8. And now can it be fancied a priviledge 
‘and dignity, to be the one jarring ftring in 
this great inlrument? to difcompofe this di- 
vine melody, and become the onely unprof- 
table ufelefs part of the creation? Shall thofe 
whom God hath made little liwer then the 
Angels, faubdue and debafe cheir natures be- 
neath the very loweft rank of creatures? and 
fhall this (aot humble but) fordid exinanition 
‘be Jook’d upon with reverence, courted asa 
preferment? This certainly ts fuch an abfur- 
dity, as wants nothing to its confutation, but 
‘merely to be confider’>d > And therefore if 
‘Gentlemen would but foberly refle@ , there is 
“Witte donbe ‘but they would refigne at qnce 
es ee - their 
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their claim, and their value of this fo defa- 
ming a piece of honor, fo abafing an exal- 
tation. | i 

9. Wecan let downour thoughts but one 
ftep lower, and that is into the bortomlefs pit : 
and from thence fure none will defire to fetch 
a prefident, yet if he did, even that black 
region could not affordit: For chough it mutt 
be confeffed, thofe accurfed fpirits accord not 
with the former inftances, in re{fpect of the end 
of their ations, yet they-do in the activity it 
felf, theirs is a bufie {tate, though to an ill 
purpofe; Sathan goes to and fro inthe earth, 
Job 2.2. and he walks about [eeking whim he 
may deucur, 1 Pet 5,12. yea he imploys all his 
faculties too, makes diligent ufe of allthat a- 
cutenefs and dexterity which either his nacure 
or experience have furnithed him with; to- 
wards that end he purfues, fo that ic werea 
wronging, a calumniating even of the very 
Devil, to charge him with idlenefs, which 
though it bea fin which ytelds him fuch hveral 
crops, that he may well feek both to plant and 
cherifh ic in humane nature, yet he’cannoe 


offer fuch Violence to his own, asto become an - 


example of it. 
10. We may hence make a meafure, how 


fcandafous, reproachful a thing this is, which |. 


neither Heaven, Earth, nor Hell it felf will 
owne,’ but is like an illegitimate birth, dif- 
claimed by all: How unreafonable, nay how 

infamous will it chen be, for thofeto take up 
ee BRO this 


tad 


duty which herein 
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thisexpofed brat, to fuller this vice in their 
bofoms, who have of gll others the greatef: 
and moft particular obligation to deteft it, as 
having received the moft of thofe Talents 
which engage them to ation. And that fuch 
is the Gentlemans condition, a flight infpei- 


od 


on will ferve to demonftrate. 


on, 
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7 Of Varieties of Callings. 


1. Ow fince the univer fal obligati- 
On, which is incumbent upon all , * 

7 and rendersit ftrie@t duty to have 

| . _aCalling, reftsupon this undenia- 

ble ground, that al! men have roceized from God 


Sime abihities to eluate, fome Talerits to im- 
prove ;1t follows by all laws of inference, 
that thofe who have received the moft ofthefe, 
can of all others the leaft reafonably pretend 
to an exemption, but muft on the contrary be 
acknowledged under the conftraint of the 
ftronger and more numerous ties, the general 
les upon all, extending 
and {preading it felf into feveral branches, -at~ 


cording to the qualiry and Preportion of mens 


receits, 


2, Hence 
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2. Hence it comes to pafs, that mens call- 
ingsand imployments become fo various, not 
only by the free choices of the feveral men, 
but.even by the direction and affignation of 
God and nature, becaufe one man is furnifhed 
with an ability, which qualifies him for one 
fortof calling, another is by his diftin@ pro- 
priety markt out for another. And hence alfo 
it is, that thofe callings, which are diftint 
infeveral perfons, may cometo be united in 
one man, becaufe the feveral abilities, which 
conftitute thofe Callings, concurring in him, 
the duties muft by unavoidable confequence 
| dofoalfo. This is in fome degree obfervable 
inmoft men, who befides the general powers 
common to mankind, do receive fome pecu- 
-liar in order to fome fpecial end, and fo are ob- 
; liged not onely to thofe exercifes which be- 

‘long indifferently to their whole {pecies, but 
to thofe alfo for which they are .indivjdually 
qualified, ‘Thus thofewhom God hath called 
to Chriftianity, are by that impowered for 
thofe performances which that holy profeffion 
exacts, and fo have the calling of Chriftians 
fuperadded to the other, which either natural 
or civil obligation had {aid upon them; fo 
that the fame man may have various callings, 
in relation to his differing capacities, un- 
Jefs as we diftinguifh mens fouls into the 
vegetative, the anima) and the rational, which 
inttricter {peaking may be faidto be only di- 
vers operations of the fame foul , fo 7 | 


a 
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truth what we terme feveral callings, be but the 
fame comprehentive one, ftretching it felftn- 
co the feveral faculties of the perfon. | 
3: Ineed not attempt to evince the impro- 
priety of the phrafe, *twill ferve my end as 
well chatthey pafsfer feveral, and the appli- 
cation I fhall make ofit, isto fhew thofe who 
are unwilling to heare of any Calling at all, 
that they have obligations indifpenfable to 
more then one. They have whatever canbelong 
to them as men, they have alfo what belongs 
to them as Chriitians ; and they have alfd 
a peculiar addition appertaining to them as 
Gentlemen, that is by interprecation, thofe 
who are diftinguifhed from the vulgar, not 
énly. dy empty names and aery titles, but by 
realdonatives, diftributed to them by God, as 
fo many diflint advantages, fertile and pro- 
lifical abilities, towards the bringing him in © | 
his exp2cted harveft of honor and glory. | 

4. It is too much to be doubted, many of 


them may need admonition cancerning the 
two former ofthefe callings, the duties even 


of men, much more of Chriitians being fo 


farr worne out of practice, chat they feem 


to be out of memory too, or if they be at all 
refle@ed on, “cis with the fame fcorn that 


‘the antiquated habits of our forefathers are, 


as things fit only to drefs a manup, an ob- 


je of laughter and derifion. But this would 


be too valt a Theme, ‘ani befides is fuperfe- 
ded by the many pious labors of others; my 
we Google" "" purpofe 
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purpofe therefore is not to creac at all of them, 
otherwife then they fhall happen to be linked 
and interwoven, asin many particulars they 
are, with the third, that of the Gentleman. 

5. And here they need not fear that I mean 
to put the Spade or Hammer into their hands, 
to require them to become either Husbandmen 
or Mechanicks,; my whole defign is founded 
in their diftinction from thefe, namely in 

. thofe things, wherein either in kinde or degree 
they excel them. That many fuch things there 
| are, they will need no Monitor at another 
time, when the Queftion is onely of the Ke- 
verence and Refpect due from fuch,their Inie- 
| riors: In fuch cafes every one can make large 
| Scrolls and Catalogues (written, like Exckiel’s 


Roll, within and witbour) of his Advantages 
and Prerogatives , and ftretch them to the ex- 
| acting the very laft mite of Tribute they can 
| poffibly pretend to. But let them remember, 
; thae God is as jealous of his Honor, as they 
) can be of therr own, and therefore asthy 
make thofe Pre-eminences, infiruments of at- 
trading Glory from thofe below them, fo they 
| muft alfo of reverberating and returning it 
home to. that divine Power above them, who 
| beftowed them tothat end, and will not final. 
| |lybedeluded; but if they will difappoint his 
| primary intention, that of having his Grace 
glorified in their faithful managery of thofe 
Talents , they fhall not be able to defeat his 
fecondary, that of having his Juftice m8 
, —  miffe 
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nified in the fatal doom of fach flothfal Sex-— 


vants, if they willenvy him the moreagree-_ 


able fatisfaction of bellowing rewards , they 
cannot defraud him of that (though inferior) 
of executing vengeance. 


Sect. IL. 


| The Particulars of the Gen- . 


-tleman’s Advantages above 
others. 7 | 


B thofle Advantages, by which they 


are fevered and diicriminated from | 


thevulgar, and which confequently by being 
peculiar tathem, develve enthem an obliga- 


 tionof a diftina Duty. And here I fhall be 


carefulto prevent difpute, and therefore take 


in none but what are fo obvious, astobeuni- _ 


verfally acknowledged, and then having my 
premiffes granted, 1 fhall hope they will not 
- betray themfelves fuchill Logicians, as tore- 
~— filt or difclaim the Conclufion. | 
2. I begin with that advantage which they 


7 


» Ur to dwell no longer on Generals, | 
" I fhall defcend to Particularize | 


are 


\ 
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are earlieft poffeft of, that of an ingenuous 


and refined Education, of which, i hope none 


that hath had it, will fo far confuce the Efficacy, 
as to defpife and undervalue. What the Apoftle 


urges in ahigher Argument, Rem. . maybe | 


appliable here. Mens mindes are naturally of 
the fame C/ay, Education is the Porters hand 


_and wheel that forms them into Veffels of he 


nor OF difbonoy ; and though experience fhews 
us, it is too poflible for Men to deiace thofe | 
nobler Impreflions which they have chus re- 
ceived , yet thatmakes it notceafe to beinit | 
felf a moft eftimsble Bleffing, any more then 
that excellency of Gods Image wherein Man 
was created, could be defamed by has fall. Ic 


_ is certain, there is no Humane means more ef- 
fe€tual towards che refining and fharpning 


Mens intelle&s,giving them an edge and quick- 
nefs, andthatthe more, becaufe it takesthem _ 
in that-Age whereintheir faculties are, astheir 
joynts, pliant and tractable, and fo capable 
of being by exercife improved into great de- 
prees, both of {irengthand activity. This Ad- 
vantage the meaner, fort generally want, the 
expencefulnefs of fuch a breeding, {ets it bee 
yond their reach: The indigence of whofe 
condition, doth on the contrdry determine 
their purfuits to thatonely , which may bring 
them ina fubfiftence, faftens them to the Shop | 


_or Plough, and fo leaves their mindes unculti- 
{ vated and unapt for thofe more excellent pro= 


ductions which the happier Inftitution of Gen- 
tlemen 
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tlemenenable chem for , as we fee it obferved 
by the Wifeman, Ecclef 38.25. totheend of | 
thatcChapter, . - Co _ 

3. A fecond Advantage isthat of Wealth, 
which to Gentlemen feems to be, asit were, 
rained down from the Clouds, both inrefpect 

of the plenty and the eafinefs of its acquifition. 
Fair Patrimonies, Jarse Inheritances defcend. 
on th:m without onédrop of their fweat, one. 
minutes coyl or fullicitude, as if they were the 
undoubted Heirs of the J/raelites Bleflings ; 
Succeffors in their Canzes,who were to Poff:/s 
Hoales fri of ad good things which they (ted 
wit, and Wells di¢ged which they digged not , 
Vineyards and Olivetrees which they plantca 
» mot, asitis Deze 6.11. The Poet hath placed 
irinthe frontof his Iaventory, the primein- 
gredient inthe compleateit felicity of this life, 
‘Res naa parta libve fed relia, whereasonthe 

* other fide the jower rank of Men fetch their 
seer neceffaries out of the Earch, which be- 
ing, as it were, hardned and petrified by Ad.ms 

fin, mutt be mollifted and fuppled with their 
fweat, before it will become penetrable, will 
not yield chem food, but gives them alfo a 
portion of forrow with it: They mutt firft be 
torn wich ehdfe Thorns and Briars which co- 
ver her furface, before they can fetch nourifh- 

, ment out of her Bowels; ehey muft hny their 

Bread with cheir fweat.asif.chey had ingroffed 
the penalty of their firft Fathers fin, -whileft 
Gentlemen fiveat onely by the engagement of 

: | their 
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their fports, or by the direction of the Phy- 
fitian, to digeft their fulnefs of Bread, which 
every one muft confefs a fufficient inequa- 
lity. | | 
x A third is that of Time. This depends 
by way of confequence on the former; for 
God having made fuch liberal provifions for 
them, thus prevented them with the Bleflings 
of his Goodnefs, they can have no need to 


~ employ their time to gain that, wherewith 


they already abound ; and fo being exempted 


_ from that one devouring expence of it, have 


a great {tock to beftow on other more excel- 
lent purpofes; whereas the poor Man hath 
fcarce any vacant minute, or fuch ashe can call 
hisown, they are all foreitalled by thofe prefs- 
ing neceffities which lie unremoveable upon 
him; hisday-hours are challenged by his Ja. 
bor, bis nights by hisre%; and che fatisfying 


of thefe Claims fo neceffary, that his own | 


fupporz, perhaps that alfo of a numerous fa- 
mily depends upenit , and therefore he may 
not attempt to defeat them: Sothatif Time 
be co be accounted a Treafure, as undoubtedly 
itis, here isa fecond fortof Poverty to which 
he is expofed as a refult of the former, and 
another manifeft inequality between him and 


| the Gentleman. 


§- Afourth is thatof Authority. by which 
I mean ndt that which belongs to thofe which 
are advanced to Publick Office, for that being 


peculiar to fome few onely, will notbear a 


diftinct 
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ditting part in my prefent confideration ; bue: 
I underitand by icchat more private influence * 
which Gentlemen generally have onthofe that ¢ 
are their Dependents. And this alfo may be ‘ 
reckoned an effect of the former,their Wealeh , | 
For in proportion te that, the number of Ser- | 
vants, Tenants, and Penfioners, (yea, perhaps * 
of Friends too) is to be meafured; and over - 
all thefe they have fomewhat (though not of * 
abfolute deipotical dominion, yet) of fway * 
and prevalency. On the other fi de, the poor * 
Mans authority is hounded within the narrow 
‘circuit of his little Cottage, being ineffe@ no . 

other then the propagation of that Power - 
Naturg hath given him over his own Body, 5 
to thofe Branches that {pring from it, his 
Children, and to that Cien which is ingrafted 
into iC, his Wife: ‘And if he thal! but peep 
cut of this little Principality, attempt to in- 
large his Territories, and prefcribe to any 
forreigner,he will foon be taught how fitele his 
power isacknowledged, and confequently at 
how great a aiftance he ftands in this particular 
alfo from the Gentleman. 

6. The fitth is that of Reputation and 
Eiteem ; which asthe World goes tsa fhadow | 
that waits only onche greater Bodies. Wealth, - 
and Honor, are the things that render any — 
perfon confiderable amongit Men, prepare. 
them with an aptnefs to embrace his Dictates, 
to confider his Counfels, co tranfcribe his 
Copies, and though #ow it eften falls out ie | 

3 e 
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bean ungaft meafure, yet perhaps it may have 
no unjuft Original: For if fuch perfons did 
make ufe of thofe advantages they have, to 
make their Mindes as rich astheir Fortunes, 
this were butcheirdue: And thereforeif itbe 
patd chem upon chis fuppofition, it is they 
onely that are guilcy of che injuftice, by de- 
feating the ground of ic But by what tenor 
foever: they hold it, ’cisfure , ic may bemade 
an apt Inftrument to many good purpofes,and 
therefore well deferves-to be accounted into - 
the number of their advantages. But new if 
you look on the poor Man, you fhail fee him 
loaded with Contempts, from which, no in- 
ward Excellencies he poffeffes can refcue him. 
Ic isthe obfervation of the wifelt of Men, that 
the pocy mans wildom 1 defpifed, Ecclef.9,.16. 
So hated and fcorned a thing is Poverty, chat — 
it feems the Fate of it is infectious, ard calts 
reproach upon the moft eftimable things thac 
cohabit with ic The World is fo full of in- 
ftances of this truth,that we need go no higher 


— —~ € 7 fea 


bored 


fonis become a fong andaby werd to the balcft 
of men. 1 thallread ly acknowledge this in- 

" jurious treating of the poor to be a great Bar- 
barifm: Butthough there can nothing bein. 
‘ferred from it as de jure, yet itsbeing fode | 
fatle, proves all Iam about to affert, wiz. : 
‘The great unevennefs that is (inthis inftance, 
as wellasthe former) between Gentlemen and. 
their Inferiors | 7 ; 

7. Having given this Schedule of undeni. : 
able Priviledges theyenjoy, I fhall before I : 
proceed farther, befeech them here to makea_ : 
fiand, and fobsrly toconfder whither it be 
imaginable, that God hath put fomanyexcel-_ . 
Jent Inftruments of Action into their hands, 
onely to make them lefsactive. That were to 
accufe the Divine Wifdom of fuch as unskilful 
kinde of managery, as the fhalloweft Humane 
Providence fails notunder, Willany of chem 
be at the care and expence to furnifh a Servant 
with all Materials and Utenfils for Work, with 
no other defn, but that he may fpend his 
rime eitherin{leep or riot If they willnot, I 
fhall ask how they would lke a Servant that 
fhould fo abfurdly pervert cheir intentions ? 

_ And according to the anfwer they give to that, 
leave them to conclude of their own accept- 
ablerefs, with their great Mafter ; who not 
Onely un a fingie inftance, bucin an habitual 

' courfe beh.-ve themfeives as prepofteroufly. I 

cannot fee how fuch a reflexion,. if made with 
any ferioufnefs, can’ mifs of being attended 


. > with 
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with a fevere {elf condenination, and then that. 


being fo proper a bafis and ground-work, 


fhould me thinks by akinde, even of natural — 


energy, ‘invite them to fuperftru@ on it more 
Noble and Chriftian purpofes ; that they who 
are fo apt to expect Adoration from others, 
‘fo willing to be Idolized, may not yet any 
longer be willing ‘to be indeed Idols (Lave 
months and [peak nor, crc Ffal. 133. as many 
unaGtive powers, asthofe have Organs) but 
may rather afpire to fome degree of refem- 
blance to that Divine Effence, whofe opera- 
tions are as ‘nceffant as Excellenc, and byan 
unintermitted Iaduftry in emploving thofe ad- 
| vantages God hath put into their hands anfwer 
| his defign in beRowing chem. 
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Secr. LV. 

The Branches of bis Calling: 
— founded in the first r. | 


vantage, that of Educa- 
cation, | 


1. yp Prefume itis by this twnerendred fuf-_ : 
ficiently evident, that a Gentleman hath 
@ aCalling , 1 isnow feafonable co ad- 
vance, and fhew what that is, andof ° 
this the ground hath already beenlaidinthe 
laft Seftion by theenumeration of thofepecu- 
liar- Advantages he poffeffes, which being | 
thofe Talents committed to hismanagery, his | ; 
. Calling will be the moftexadtly anatomized 
and diftributed into its parts, by unfolding 
thofe feveral Branches of his Receits, andex-° 
amining what improvements each of themis _ 
capable of, which as fo many diftin& Limbs 
make up the entire Body of his Calling. : 
z. This § fhall do, noconely inthe grofs, 
bit feverally, throughevery oneof them, and 
fhall take the liberty of doingitwiththead- 
dition of adouble reflection, theone onthe | 
contrary practice, the other onthe pleafure. | 
7 and 
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and fatisfactton chat will infallibly attend che 
difcharge of this Duty. . | 
3. EF begin with thac of their Education , 

the former part whereof commonly Com. — ‘ 
‘menges as timely as the frft Exercifesof cheir “ | 
Reafon: Ic ts fo creditable a ching to have — 
Children put into-an early nurture, that there 
arefew Parents {5 carelefs of theirown repu- _ 

tation, astoneglectic, but do either by chem- 

~ felves, otfome othersto whomthey aflignthe 

charge, put them under fuch a Difcipline as 

may break their natural rudenefs and ftubborn- | 

nefs , mould them into fome form of Ci- 

vility, and teach them that fir't Fundamental 

Leffon of Obedience, on which all fature Ine. 

— fteuctions muft be built. And this is a huge 

Advantage, not onely cowards the fucceeding 

| parts of Education, but towards the regula- 

' rity of the wholelife: For by having their 

| Infant-Paftions chus checked and bridled, they 

| become more came and governable ever after. 

| The next part of Education, ts Erudition and 


Inftruétion, and under a Succeffion of this. : 
they are for many years : Scarce any that 
owns the name of Gentleman, but will com- 
mit his fon.to the care of fome Tuter, either 
at home or abroad, who ac firft inftils thofe 
| Rudiments, proper co their tenderer years, 
' and as, Age matures their parts, fo advances 
his Lectures, till he have let them in to thofe 
{pacious Fields of Learning, which will afford 
them both Exercife and Delight, This is chat 
Sap aoe aaa Tie 
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et cence 


| Treeof K»owledge, upon which there lies no 


interdid, which inftru@s not, asthatin Eden 


did, by fad and coftly experience, but by fair 


and fafe intuitions, and may well be lookedon 
asa principal Plant in that Paradife, wherein ‘ 
God hath placed this rank of Men. : 

-4. Thefe two parts of Education united , 
qualife’a man for many excellent purpofes : 


~ Ie will be impoffible to enumerate all, becaufe 


a minde thus fubdued and cultivated, muft yet 
owe the opportunities of many actions to out- 
ward circumftances and occafions, which be- 


‘ing various and accidental, ‘can with no cer- 


tainty be brought into the account, but ab- 


. {trading from thefe, there are divers more in- 


trinfick benefits, which nothing buta Mans: 
felf can fruftrate, andthofe alone I thall in- 


fitt on, : v : 
g- Firft,a Man thus Educated, is betrer pre- 


_ pared to refiftall Errors chat may invade his 


Underftanding, his difcerning Faculty is more 


nimble and agile, can fuddenly furround a 


Prop-fition, and difcover the infi:m and fee- 
ble parts, and fo is not tobe impofed upon - 

y fuck flight Sophifms as captivate whole 
lierds of the vulgar. This Advantage, it is 


apparent he hath, and it is hisduty.to make | 
ufeof it, to examine cautioufly the grounds 
, of an Opinion, before he give up hisaffent — 


to it, and not to betray his Reafon, either to © 


 hisSloth, by negle@irg to give ita competent 


difcuflion ; or to his Intereft, by ele@ing: 
Scag ‘Tenents 
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Tenents rather by their profitablenefs then 7 
their truth. This certainly is the leait that is 
fuppofeable to.be required of them in this par- 
ticular, and fureit is fo moderate an injun@i- 
on, asthe moft mutinous humor canhave no © 
temptation to quarrel at, For who could 
think him a fevere impofer, who having fur- 
nifhed a man with a light to direct him chrongh 
fome dark paffage, fhould onely require him 
not to blow itout? 

6, And ashe hath this Advantage in refpect 
of his Underftanding, fo hath he in the fecond 
place, inrelationco his Will, which chough 
itbea free faculty , and confequently cannot 
be forcibly determined to any ching, yet itis 
capable of perfwafions and inducements, and 
1S ufually bended and inclined bythem, it muft — 
‘therefore bea fair {tep towards the rectifying 
of the Will, when the intellect is ftored with 
Arguments and Incentives to goodnefs: And 
this Learning mutt be fuppofed to provide for, 
unlefs we will exclude out of the Scheme, both 
Morality and Divinity ; for each of thofe will, 
yield’ variety of fuch Arguments: Morality 
will prefent Vertue as perfectly amiable in te 
feif, and fo fit to be embraced tor its own fake, 
and not onely fo , but alfo as highly proacable 
and advantagious to us, as being chat which © 
gives the fublimeft perfection to our Natures, 
the fweeteft re(t and tranquility to our Mindes ; 
and in a word, a full fatistaction to all our Ra. 
tional Appetites: Divintcy confirms al.this, 

Soy eee and 


i) 


and fuperadds what infinitely tranfcends it, the 


affurance of thofe eternal and glorious rewards 


in another world, and thefe furely are fach 


tempting allectives, as are very proper to 
attra the will to chufe what appears thus 
excellent, thus defireable, provided they be 


& 


_ -guftly reprefenced toit. And the doing thac,. 


the preffing thefe motives home upon the will, 


_ and chat in refutation of all the contrary de- 


ceiveable pretenfions of vice, isthe firit part 


Of their obligation. But then there is alfo a 
_ fecond; and that is, that they permit themfelves 
’ to be perfwaded by fuch efficacious arguments, 


and actually conform their wills to thefe di- 
Ctates of their underftanding, that is, that they 


_- really and effectively be fuch men, as their edu- 


_ People havewrelted che Scepter, all is put into 


Such as all punifhments 


cation directs and requires them.to be: Which 
being the work of their wills, “twill be abfard 
to plead impoffibility or infirmity, fince *tis 


- manifeft they may if they will, which is fech. 


a degree of liberty, as ferves in all other in. 
{tances to denominate a man a free agent, and 
and rewards both di- 
vine and.humane are founded on . | 
7. A third advantage is in relation to his 
Affections , which being the inferior and more 


brotith part of the man, are yet fo impetuous — 


and afluming, that chey are very apt to ufurp 


the dominion over the nobler faculties , and 


where they gain it, the event is anfwerable 
to what we fee in States where the Common- 


os 
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confafion. . Now that which may prevent thefe 
civil broils in the foul, and fecure the govern- 
mem to the proper Soveraign, may wellbe. 
reputed an advantage And co this, nothing 
meerly humane is more coaducing then Edu- 
cation. For firft, chat early difcipline which 
we prefamed, one part of it putsa bridle in che 
mouths of thefe head{trong paffions, which by 
Ynany repeated acts of reftrainc at. aft forgee 
their native feritie,and become more calm and | 
tractable. But then Erudition. compleats this 
conqueft, backs this unruly beaft, and by a 


dextrous managerie not only reftrains, but 


guides him, and makes him ferve to many ufe- 
ful purpofes, renders thefe mutinous Rebels 
not Only capttved Slaves, but good Subjects, 
obedient to the lawsof Reafon All this Edu- 
cation is of it felf aptly difpofed tode, if men 
will not take the Beaits part again{t it, en- — 
courage him to plunge, till he have thrown 

the Rider. And all that is in this particular 
required of them, is but co hold faft thofe-reins 
that are thus puf into their hands,to keep their. 
Affections in fuch a juft fubjection, that they 
may receive, not give laws, Thus we fee the in- 
fluence which Education hath on all the effen- 
tial parts of a mans mind : And were it here fo 
immured and clofed up, that it could make ne 
fatlies'at alithence ; did the foul, like Gedeon’s 
fleece, ingrofs all this precious dew, yet whilft. 
what received fuch liberal infufions, ic would 


"terefragably evince this to be no mean incom 


oole fiderable 
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fiderable advantage. But it is indeed impoffible 
it fhould be fo confin’d, for if it be permitzed 
to make thefe impreffions within, as heat in 
the center fails not to ditfufe it felf tothe cir- 
cumference, fo certainly will ic extend and 
manifeit it felf in the more vifible effects, all the 
products and emanations of a mind thus regu- 
Jated will own their original, bear the image 
of ther parent. oe a 

8. And firft his Behaviour will be affable 
and civil, notinfolent and imperious, as one 
that knows humanity and gentlenefs is a com- 
mon dept to mankind, and therefore will not 
think fi co contrad or dam up his civility into 
fo narrow a compafs, that it fhall fwell into 
complement, and mean flattery towards thofe 
above, aid not fuffer one drop to defcend on 
thofe beneach him, but difperfe its {treams fo, 
‘that all channels may be filled wich ic. ’Tis 


true, the depth of fome will require a greater _ 


proportion to that filling, then others; and 
_ there tis not to be doubted but he may be more 


jiberal ; only in the mean time the fhallower _ 


are not to remain dry: Let the inequality be 
- fuch-as proceeds only from the capacities of 
‘the Subjects, not from the partiality of the 
Agent, and he prevaricates no part of his duty 
in this matter. | a 
9. Secondly, his Words will be temperate 
and decent, che product of judgment, not of 
rage: For he that hath calmed his paffions 
hath nothing to betray him to rafh, angry, 3 
-_ : | ~ rude 


! 
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rude language , this is a foam which is caft up . 


only by the billows ofa turbulent tempeftuous 


mind, and can never be the iffues of a ferene. 
compofed temper, To this it is but proporti- - 


onable,that they be alfo weighty and material. 
A wife mans words, faith the Son of Sirach, 
are weighed in the ballance: and therefore he 
that hath improved his Education to that pitch 
of proficiencie, will furely look his difcourfe 
be fuch, as may anfwer chat chara@er, which 
muft at the leaft fuppofe it to have fomething 
of folidity , no man ever attempting to put 
froth and bubbles into the fcales: And nor 
only fo, bue it muft alfo prefume it to have 
fomething of ufe and value , for, who ever 


takes pains to weigh what for its u‘elefnefs and 
meannefs he intends to caft outasrefufe? And 


both thefe qualifications are very effential 
parts of a Gentlemans dialect, the one opnofed 
to light and foolifh, the other to unfeafonable 
difcourfe : For as the one hath nothing of 
weight (unlefs it be that of a burden to the 
hearers ) fothe other can have nothing of ufe, 
nor confequently of worth, thac being to be 


meafured by the aptnefs of it coche perfons ._— 


to whom tt ts addreffed. It fhould be the en- 
deavor of thofe whom God hath endued with 
knowledge, to convey as much of benefiz and 
infiruion to others, as they can; in order 
whereunto ’tis neceffary they adapt their 
{pecch to the capacities ‘of thofe they treat 
with, otherwife let them difcourfe never fo 

: ee te 
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elaboratly, they will rather confound then edi- 
fie, and appear to affe& more to boat, thea 
communicate their knowledge. , 

10. Laftly, his Employments will be worthy 
and ingenuous, A Man that hatch this inward 


Nobility of Minde fuperadded co that of his 


Birth, will abhor to bufie himfelf vicioufly or 
impertinently.: he hath thofe qualifications, 
which render him ufeful, and he mutt give 
himfelf thofe Exercifes, whereby he may be- 
come the moft eminently fo. If by juft autho- 
rity he be afligned to any publick charge, he is 
to embrace it cheerfully, not asa prize either. 
to Ambition or Covetoufanefs , but asan Op- 
portunity of Vertue ; a fphere wherein he 
may move the moft vigoroufly in che fervice 
of God, and hisCountrey. But this hapning 
but to few, it is neceffary he have fome other 
referve of d&tion, and fuch furely, he chat in- 
duftrioufly defigns ic, cannot want, wherein 
though perhaps his influence will not be fo 
general asinthat, yetit may fall very aufpici- 
oufly on many; and when all chofe occafions 
are exbaufted too, when all direa operations 


are at a ftand, hemay yet betake himto the | 


reflex'd, imploy his adivity upon himfelf, 


which will always remain a proper obje@. of 
, yer {till - 
. fach an improveable foyl, as will incourage — 


his Induftry, he being, though a rich 


and reward his Husbandry, though never fo 
often repeated. And now I thall prefume it 
“patent, That Education isa moft eftimable 


Treafure, ° 
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Treafure , a precious Mine that contains fo 
| many rich veins. O., why fhould any. thae 
poffefsit, fuffer themfelves to be poor, meerly 
for want of diligence in digging out the 

Ore! —— | 

11. And would to God that were an imper- 
tinent compiaint, fuch as none were concerned 
in: But they that look on the Manners of 
many that have had this happy Inftitution , 
will finde too great caufe to wonder and be- 
wail, that fo hopeful a Seeds-time fhould pro- 
duce fo flender, nay, fo degenerate a Crop: 
As if, Zobs curfe were here exemplified, 7eb 3 1. 
40. Thsffles to grow in flead of Wheat, and 
Cockle in ftcad of Barley. Plutarch tells us 
of a voyce frozen ia the midft of a River, thac 
became audible by the thaw, and applies it to 
Moral Precepts caught in youth, but actuated 
by age. The Simile {peaks him to have lived 
in better times, for in thefe,the voyce diffolves 
_ with the Ice, teaves nog fo much as an eccho be- 
hinde it. Men now make it the bufinefs of their 
riper years, to unravel not the follies, but the 
_ fearning of their youth; no fooner are they 
ot from under the Difcipline of others, but 
the firft a@ of it they exercife, is upon thofe 
' yottons which have been inftilled tnto them: 

» Andhere they are fach fevere Liftors, thatthe — 
‘*mildeft inflidion is to gag and binde them, de- 
-  prive them both of voice and motion, nor 
are they ordinarily fatisfied with this, but as if 

they feared they would, like impatient Cap- 


_tives, 


| t 
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tives, warch fome advantage to break loofe 


again, their final doom is Oftracifm, they and 


their Linage , all fober Counfels derived from 


them, are utterly expulft, fo totally rafed out 
of their mindes, that not the leaft footlteps of _ 
them remain, and allthis under the name of 


Pedantry, a title, which it is probable their 
great averfion to their Teachers, fuggefts to 
them, asthe moft pathetick reproach, as if 


they meant now to berevenged on Learning 


and Tutor together , for attempting to make 
them wife again{t their wills. = | 
12. And now when the Root is thus ftockt 

up, there is little expectation of Fruit; and 

therefore he thar fhall here look for thofe fore- 
mentioned effects of Education, willbe more 
difappointed, then Chrift feemed to be by the 
Fig-tree, That, though fruitlefs, yet afforded 
leaves , but here we are noc to hope for fo 
much, no fign chat ever there was fuch a plant. 
inthefovl: Let usbriefly review thofe feve- 


tals, and fee what of themis ordinarily to be 


met with, © Sa . 
_13 And firft for the refitting of Errors, we 

nfually finde Gentlemen, no Heroes in this 

point, their Underitandings are as pliant, as 


feducible, as thofe who: ever had their means 
_ of fortifying them, and if they do indeed re- 


je Errors, it is commonly by the fame Engine, 


~~  Wherewith they caft off Truth, wiz. Their 


inconfideration of boch, as not being able co 
endure fo much ferioufnefs and intention of 
| oe  minde, 
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minde, as may ferve to enter them of any opi- 
nion: They have cranfplanted their difcerning 
faculty from their Intelle@ to their Senfes, and 
find it there fo full, fo inceflant imployment, 
that it can never be at leifure to revert to 
Scholaftick difquifitions. They can difcernex- 
actly the moft minute error in their garment, 
hold their Artificer moft rigidly to the Laws 
of the Mode, are moft exquifite Judges in all 
that relatesto vanity or pleafure, and can they 
ever think fit to trouble chetr heads (whofe Jeatt 
Lock mutt not for a world be dsiturbed ) wich 
abftrufer fpeculations, who have found out fo 
much amore eafie exercife of their faculties , 
ifany fhali think this character partakes of 
the Satyre, I fh:ll befeech him to compare it 
with the true tiate of our young Gallants in this 


point, and then upon the fame account that | 


cold and fcanty praifes go for detradion, 1 


fhal) expect this very imperfect and partial ac- 


cufation may pafs for Panegyrick. 

14, Next for the regulation of their Wills, 
that advantage depends fo much onthe former, 
chat of cheir Underfiandings, that what evacu- 
atesthat, mut neceflarily be fuppofed to doe 
the fame for this alfo. It is not imaginable thag 
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he who hath defaced all his principles, whether — 7 


moral or divine, or at leaft never revolves of 
confiders them, fhould receive any tnfluence 
from them, fince they operate not but by @ 


 diftin@ application. And here fhould I ask — 


many Gentlemen, when they ever fo much a6 
| attempted 


(creer 
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attempted any thing of thisfort, I feare they 
would be forced to quarrel at the incivility of — 
the queftion, ro evade the neceflicy of anfwer- 
ingit , But God knows their a@tions {peak _ | 
too loud, that their bufinefs is to obey, nor 
prefcribe ; to fulfill, not regulate their wills, 
Nay.indeed ’tis too frequent, that inftead of 
conforming their wills to their principles, they 
model and transforme their principles to their 
wills, herein verifying Ariffor/es obfervation, 
thar Pleafures are corruptive of Principles, 
and fo by this one art of inverfion, the face of 
things is quite changed, Vertue which cheir 
books reprefented tu them as lovely and hono- 
rable, is now thought to have gained that - 
Juftre only by the flattery and varnifh of the 
painters, ard fois decryedas the moft unami- - 
_ .able,defpicable creature, and onthe other fide, -. 
all the contrary vices are taken from under; 
thac black veile, Philofophers or Divines 
have put upon them, and are furbifhed and 
trim'dup, fet to open view, as the moft fplen- 
- . did, glorious things, the moft adorning accom- 
plifhments of a Gentleman. aye 
15. Andtofecurethis tranfmutation, even; 
God himfelf muft have his partin it, be con- 
ciuded to have bin all this while mifteprefented 
in thefe characters of Purity and Juftice, his 
word has made of him, and to have laid no 
fuch fevere reftraints upon men, as that tells 
usof. That Temperance, Chaftity, Self-denial, 
Mortification, &c. were but'the —s of 
| oe OMe 
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fome melancholy Reclufes, who wouldthen ~—s,_—- 
envioufly impofe thofe bands upon others, 
wherewith they had foolithly fetter’d them- 
felves, that God is more indulgent to Mens ap-. 
petites, whichthey may fatiate here, as the 
pleafé, without thofe future dangers Preach: 
ers fright them with. That this ts the new 
Gentile Divinity, we need not appeale to Mens 
- fives, their words openly proclaiming it, not. 
without much fcorn and contempt of their 
eafie fimplicity , who govern themfelves by 
the other; yet asif this would not fufficiently 
provide for impiety, as ifthey were confcious 
ofthat abfurdity, which indeed there is in de< 
fining God an abettor and favorer of vice, 
many have advanced a ftep rp ei taking 2 
- more compendious courfe, and fince they can- 
not bring God over to their party, make him 
fuch as will ferve their turn, will unmake hin,. 
by becoming flat Atheifts, Of this there are 
too too many inftances, and *tis to be feared 
willbe many more, whilftto all other fenfual — 
alurements that opinion makes to its Profelites; 
this is added, that it is become a creditable — 
thing, the badge and fignature of a modern — 
Wit, thusto be one of Davids fooles, in faying 
there is no God. 7 | 
16. Inthe next place, let us defcendto the 
Affe@ions, and fee what effects of their edu< 
cation is difcernible there. And truly tha 
feems to be no other, then what is obfervabla 
-ofadam, put to intercept the courfe of fome. 
Maree, 7c? aed laa a Se ea es D cae rapid 
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rapid ftreame, which fo foon as it is either re- 
moved or borne down, the torrent gufhes 
with fo much the greater violence, for having 


~ had that oppofition; fo here when the re- 


ftraints, which bridled their minority, are ra- 
ken off, their paftions fwellto a higher degree 
of impetuofity, they ceafeto be boyes and men 


- together, the Man is difmounted, loofes the 


reins, andisdragg’d whither the fury of the. 
beaft directs; A fad change, yet daily too 
vifible in many, for alas what is more ordinary 


then to fee Gentlemen, under the dominion _— 


of thefe brutith appetites; fometimes tranfpor-~ 
ted by a Rage to the greateft Undecencies, na 


. Dangers , fometimes hurried by a Luft like the 


poflelt perfon. Afar. 9, 22, through fireand 
water, the moft defperate diftru@ive attempts, 
and have rcthing bnt rottennefs and difeafe 
as the final prize of all thofe difficule adven- 
tures, fometimes drowned in fwinifh Intempe- 
rance; and fometimes again intombed in the 
Earth, buried as it were alive by fordid cove- 
tuoufnefs, as if they meant to tranfcribe though 
not the innocence, yet the fufferings of the 
Primitive Chriftians, in being torne in peeces 
by wild Beafls. Oh,. that they might once be 
broughe to relinquith this abfur’d fortitude, 
that chofe who laugh at the precept of turning 
the other cheek, Azat, §. 39. would not here 
infinitly over-a& it; and give up themfelves 
to be buffeted, yea flaughter’d by thefe their 
Cruelleft Enemies, nor be fuch Platonick _— 
os | se 
| 


- T he Gentleman's Calling. 35, 


<n ee ee 


of Martyrdom, as to chufe only this, whereto 
there is no Crown annexed, but what is worne 
in the Kingdom of darknefs. | 
‘17. And now fince we are thus to feek of 
thefe inward effe@s, we can with no reafon 
_hope for any of thofe outward, which are the 
refults and confequences of thefe. And then 
*cwill be no wonder to obferve Gentlemen be- 
have themfelves difdainfully and imperioufly, 
as if they could not fet a jut value on them- 
felves, without the unjuft contempt of others. 
’Tis true indeed, this is commonly a Wind thac 
blows but one way, down the hill, onely upon 
thofe below them, upwards they breathe gentle 
gales; it being one of their moft ftudied fa- 
culties, to perform all acts of the moft fuper- 
erogating Civility to thofe above them’; but 
when that Civility is throughly fcanned, it 
will prove a greater injury then the contrary 
Rudenefs; ’cis made up of fuch hollow pro- 
 feffions,fuch grofs flatteries, as are much worfe 
then reproaches, nay feldom failto be actually 
feconded with them; there being nothing 
more ufual, thento revile and deride thofe ac . 
a diftance, whem, when prefent, they admire 
and adore. And thefe now become fuch ef- 
fential indifpenfable parts of good breeding, 
that the want of either inevitably betraies a 
man to the title of a filly Ruftick, Flatteries 
and Defpifings being. the two contrary ele- 
ments, whereof he whom they call a Fine 
Gentleman, is to be compounded, 
Da Se Thi 
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18. This gives an account alfo of fome part 
of his Diale@, which thns far anfwers kittle 
to thofe requifite qualifications, Weight and 
Ufefulnefs; there being nothing more trivial 
or ufelefs, then thefe two parts of converfati- 


on, and *twere wellif no worfe epithets be- | 


longedto them. But if we look alfo into the 
reft, they will ordinarily appear to carry pro- 
portion with thefe: Tis every mans obferva- 
tion, that no fpring will rife higher then its 
firft head, And then words being but the iffues 
of the Mind, where that wants the ballaft of 
fober and vertuous Notions, ’cis no wonder if 
the difcourfe be light and aery. ’Iwere eafie 
to exemplifie in the feveral forts of it adapted 
to the feveral humors of men; but ‘tis alfo fo 

_needlefs, that the copy would be too exa& by 
' granfcribing the wnpertinence too. But what 
fuch frothy difcourfe is naturally, the moft 


ferious may become by accident: And thus — 


we fee it the infirmity of fome, who fo far re- 
rain their Education, as to have their Minds 
better replenifhed, to vent their plenty fo un- 
feafonably or affetedly, that it produces no- 
thing of benefit to the hearers, but rebounds 
injurioufly with the afperfion of vanity upon 
themfelves. : 

39. But fuch isthe mifery of this Age, that 

at were a fair compofition, if Gentlemen could 
_ be perfwaded to reduce their Difcourfe only 
£0 4 privative fort of Illnefs , *cwere fomwhat 
tolerable, if as on the one fide they did not 
. ea ——mminifter 
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minifter grace, Eph.4.29. fo on the other they 
did not breathe infection on the hearers. Buc _ 
alas, what are all thofe profane fcoffings at 
Piety, fo frequent among them, but as fo many 
blafts and malevolent vapors to mip and de- 
ftroy tie pradice of it, and fo we fee it too 
‘commonly does among thofe whofe greener 
refoiutions fet them not above their malignant 
influence. How does their immodeft and ob- 
fcene talk difperfe and fcatter their own im- 
pure fires, to the inflaming of others ! and 
whilit they infcribe upon thefe Poifons the in- 
viting names of Ingenuitie and Efprit, they — 
do not only tempt men greedily to imbibe 
them, but even defame and proftitute that 
Wit they pretend to, render it a Wildernefs 
for all favage rudenefs to rangein, and make 
as many Candidates for that reputation, as 
‘there are impious and beftial meninthe world. | 
 Andcto this fort of Wit they have found outa - 
very proportionable Rhetorick, I mean that 
of their Oaths, that hellith piece of Oratory, 
which fo overfpreads their language, that 
(like a profufe Embroidery that even quite 
hides the Stuff) it becomes the moft remark- 
able partof it. ’Tis not a little ftrange how_ 
this fouleft deformity hath gotten to pafs for 
an embellifhment and ornament of Stile , but 
that it doth fo, is very vifible not only from 
the no pretence of other temptation to it, but 
—alfo from that affe@ed and ftudied variety ob- 


fervable among them, as if they had the fame 
7 D3 con: 
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concernment for their Difcourfe, which they 


have for themfelves , viz. that it may every 
Year appear in fome new piece of Drefs, have’ 


fome Oaths frefh minted to fet it off. 

20. To all thefe we may add their vain 
Boaftings and Affumings, which are often fo 
 deplorably ridiculous, that ’tis doubtful whe- 
ther more of pity or contempt belongs to them. 
Thus oftentimes, he that has but croft the Seas 
to fetch a Feather and fantaftick Meen, brags 
more of his Travels, then if he had pafs’d the 
Line, and felt the fcorchings of the Torrid 
Zone, and upon the ftrength of this he takes 
authority to impofe on others the moft abfurd 
and incredible Relations; yet ftill impofing 
more pernicioufly on himfelf, i.¢. a belief thac 
he appears very illuttrious and glorious in all 
. this, and on that confidence the {miles which 
his auditors mean in fcorn, fhall be ‘taken in 
applaufe of him, and fo encourage thofe follies 
they deride. 7 


21. Indeed where this vain humor dwells, | 


it will betray ic felf in innumerable indecencies 
of fpeech, but never does it give it felfa fuller 
or worfe character, then when it lets loofe to 
anger and rage, one of the moft genuine and 
fruitful branches of this bitter root. And this 
we frequently fee overflow in all the invenom- 
ed reproachful language imaginable, fuch as 


One would wonder fhould fall fromthe mouth » 


of any, whofe education had not been wholly 
barbarous, An inverted kind of Eloquence, 
| : wheret 
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whereto fome who have been taught the rules ; 
of better Rhetorick,have a great fluencie. ) 

22. If now we fhould proceed to take a 
view of their Imploiments, there ts little doube 
but that Teke/ Dan. 5.27. might be a proper 
infcription on them, yea a mild one too, Light- 
nefs and Vanity being many times che moft 
innocent ingredient in them: And this is but 
a natural inference from the former, for fince 
the Principles of Actions aswellas Words is 
within, ic will certainly operate alike in both; 
as water fent from one fountain through feve. 
ral pipes, is the fame, and hath equal vertues 
or faultsineach. It were too eafie to give as 
particular an account of thefe as the former ; 
but forefeeing an occafion to do that in an- 
other place, Ifhall transfer ic thither, as not 
defiring to iterace the importunity on fo un- 
‘grateful a fubject,. | 

23, And now he that fhall confider, that alf 
this is the but partial image and reprefentation 
of thofe, who have had that Education we fo | 
much magnified, will fure be tempted to ask 
Fudas’s queltion, Ad quid perditio hac ? 
why was all this wagte Of Difcipline and Lite- 
rature? to what purpofe was fo coftly a foun- 
dation laid, whenthe fuperftruQure is in the 
Apoftles phrafe 1 Cer. 3. 12, nothing but bey 
and frubble ? Aud I doubt many defeated Pa- 
rents have caufe to make this complaint ; but 
I fear alio divers of them may with juftice 
accufe themfelves as Acceffories to their own 
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difappointments, who by an overhafty defire - 


of feeing their Sons men, do at once anticipate 
and fruilrate their hopes, evacuate the benefit 
of many years Education, by taking them too 
foon from under its benigne influence; which 
though it ufually {pring from immoderate in- 
dulgence, is yet really the greatelt feverity: 
For what can be more fo, then to tie chem to 
all the labor and toil of the Seeds: time, force 
their Childhood to that Study and Intention 
of which that giddy age is moft impatient, and 


then fnatch them away at the Harveft, fuffer - 


them to converfe no more with Learning, 
when once they grow capable of receiving 
either delight or profit by it? Thus of late ir 
hath been the method of Breeding, to poft 
them with an inconvenient fpeed from one 
Stage to another, many times bringing them 
too foon to the Univerfity, but much oftner 


taking them too early from it,before they have - 


near gained what they came thither to furnith 


themfelves with, and from thence the next © 


ftep is over the Sea, which foon wafhes away 
thofe Notions, which lie crude in their brains, 
but have wanted maturity of years to digelt 
into their manners. Indeed ’tis not imaginable 
how they fhould retein them, they being at 


their coming abroad folemnly put in a dire | 


courfe of forgetting fpeedily what they for- 
-merly learnt, their whole time being then by 
order to be taken up in other unfpeculative 

Exercifes, wherein if they do happen to attain 


' to 
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to fome eminencie, yet ’tis fure but a dry ex- 
change for what they quit for ic: But then*tis 
not One in twenty, that arrives to that, the 
negligence of Governors, or their own headi- 
nefs, when they find the rein thus flackned, 


often makes their progrefs little in anything © 
they are appointed to; but in ftead of that, 


they runa full carere in all debauch Pleafures, 
advance there in an inftant to the higheft pro- 
ficiencie. I fay notthisto decry Travelling in 
general, but only the unfeafonable time chat 
is chofen for it: He that would really improve 


his Son by that means, fhould fend him at fuch ~ 
a mature age, when bythe help of his fore- . 


going education his Judgment is fetled, and 


qualified to make ufeful obfervations, his — 
Manners well weighed and fixed, that fohe . 


may be capable of all the good Foreign climes 
can afford, and fecured fromthe infection of 
the ills like a Loaditone, attradt things of 


weight only, and not, like Jet, draw nothing © 


but chaff and ftraws. But I confefs thisa di. 
greffion, and therefore return to thofe who 
have thus embezled this precious Advantage, 
(and who have too much of their own wills 
init, to be able to transfer the guilt uponany . 
error of their Parents ) befeeching them feri- 
oully to lay'to heart this their fo ruinous ill 


_ husbandry, and co let at laft fome better fruits 
of that feed appear Not to fuffer a Piece of 


Plate, lefz to the School or Colledge, to be the 
onely Teftimonials that ever they were sa 
| . an 
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and fo bring thofe focieties under the reproach 
of extortion, or fraud, of profefling learning, 
but imparting none, of having taken fome 
thing from them without giving them any va- 
_ Juable confideration, making them any pro- 
portionable returnes. But thac they ‘would 
at lafttakeupthis Talent chus long burted in 
the napkin, and yet fall a trading wish it ; 
, and though the time they have lott fhould 
render them defperate of the reward of the 
Ten Cities, ’tis yec motive enough co induftry, 
to reicue themfelves fromthe fentence of the 
Slothful fervant, and yet that will not be all, 
for there being no middle ftate berween re- 
ward and pnnifhment, he chat delivers him- 
felf fromthe one, puts himfelf likewife into a 
certain capacity oftheother. Butbefides ail, 
_ heisto expe hereafter, he is fure at the time 
ofa very faire Antepatt of pleafure here, which 
he will immediatly reap from ic, as the firft 
fruits of the future rich harveft, which chough 
the Law commanded to be facrificed, yet fuch 
isthe indulgence of the Gofpel, that it exacts 
nothing , but that men would themfelves enjoy 
them. ‘ 
24. For fuch is tie admirable goodnefs of 
_ God, that he ts senerally pleafed to adapt his 
commands not only to our Eternal, but Tem- 
poral cohcernments, for knowing the impatt- 
ence of our nature, that we love not to de- 
pend wholly upon reverfions, he hath bin plea- — 
fed to put fomewhat of prefeat guft and relifh 
7 upon 
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uponevery part of duty. This might be evi- 
denced diitinétly through the whole Codex of 
Chriftian Precepts, his Yoke ss an eafie, nay 
gracious Yoke, his burden alight burden, Mat. 
11-28. and fremthis general ground, I may 
have Warrant fufficient to affirm the like of 
this particular 1am now upon. But it may be 
yet more clearly evinced, by reflecting on the 
feveral improvements of this Talent, which 


have bin mention’d, asthe Duty of all chofe 


that poffefs ic, 

25. And firft, for chat of an acute and ele- 
vated Underftanding, I need appeale no furs 
ther then to common Vote, to have that pro- 
nounced a very defirable thing, it being hard 
to pick outa manof. fuchan avowed bruta- 
Jicy, that will own the defpifing it, even thofe 
who will beat no pains to acquire, will yet 
profefs to efteem it, and we may beleeve them 


_ inearnetft, if from no other argument, yet from 


this, thatevery man affects the reputation of 


being Wife, is pleafed when he fucceedsin that. 


aime, and on the contrary is not more troubled 
and difcomfited at any thing, then to be taxed 
of Ignorance or Error. If any fhall deny this, 
I fhail fufpend his confutation, till fome body — 
reproach bim with folly, and then from the 
difpleafre he finds in himfeif, leave him to 
conclude his own value of Wifdome , and in- 
deed why do good men look upon a foole with 
fo much pitty, and ill mea witb fo much fcorn, 
if knowledge be not both a Felicity anda is 
| it. 
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dit. Nor is this the fentence only of the vulgar? 
who ufually admire thofe things moft, from 


whichthey ftand at the greateft diftance, but 
efpecially of the more difcerning fort of men, - 


who from every taft they have had of it, have 
had their appetites fo raifed, that they have 
infatiably thirfted after the fuller draughts, this 
made fe many of the old Philofophers renounce 
the injoyment of thofe fenfual Pleafures, that 
offered themfelves, to go in quelt after this one 
tranfcendent delicht, and So/cmon to prefer 
this in his election before Riches and Honor, 
the two principal parts of worldly fplendor, 
totherectitude of which choice God himfelf 


beares Teftimony. And now if this be in it. 


felf fo valuable, fo ravifhing a thing, fhall 
— its being here connected with duty, prove fuch 
an allay, asto deprive it of all the guit; cer- 
tainly if it doe, it muft argue the palate very 
perverfe and diftemper’d; for to all other, that 
one confideration would give a relifh and fla- 
vor to the dryeft, the moft unpleafant under- 
taking : The confcience that I am now imploy- 
ed as Tought is fuch a refrefhment as is able 
to fweeten the fevereft labor, yea the greateft 
fuftering ; fhame is a thing to which humane 
_ nature hath'an innate abhorrence, yet the 
-Apotiles made it matter of joy, when it befell 
them for Chrifts fake. ACs 5.41. and fhall 
this bleffed Copy of theirs be transformed in 
_ ftead of tranfcribed ; fhall chofe who have not 
fo much Chrifttan’ patience, asto beare the 

. flighteit 


Ee ee 
¢ —. 


flighteft reproach for him, have yet fo much 
unchriftian {tupidity, astoendurethe greateft 
in oppofition to him; chufe rather to be ig- 
norant, when ’tis both their fin and fhame, 


- then wife, when ’cis their duty and reward, - 


invert St. Paw/s choice, and be fools againft 
Chrift, ashe ownsto be for him: If there be 
any fuch e4ntipedes in our clime, their unha- 
pinefs will yet ferve co illuftrate what they 


_ refufe to partake of, viz. the felicity of having 
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performed this part of duty in the improve-. 
mentoftheunderftanding, = - 
26. Inthe next place the regularitie of the 

Will is extremely both amiable and profitable, 

For that being an uncontroulable faculty, 

if icbe wrong fet, what torrents of mifchief 
and confufion does it letin; if in all its con- 
ceptionsit permitthe fenfual appetite to lay, — 
like Facob, its piled rods before it, all its births 
will be ring-ftraked, fpeckled and fpotted. The 
ruinoufnels of a perverfe will is fo generally un-. 
derftood, that there is nothing renders a man 
evenin commonaccount more miferable and 
deplored ; he whofe Willrunscounter to his . 
Reafon, every manis Aftrologer enough to 
read his deftiny, and prefage his deftroction. 
And by theundecent and pernicious effects of 
a difordered, we may makean eftimate of the 
beauty and advantage of a rectified Will, the 
former, like a vitious improvident Governor, 


- expofes his Territories to a deluge, firft of Iuxu- 


ry, and then of ruine, but this latcer like a ver- 
ae " .  tuous 
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tuous and prudent Prince, at Once fecures the 
innocence, and felicitcy of his Subjects: In- 
deed itisthis alone, that really and effectively 
gives us the preheminence above beatts, they 
have choices as well as we, and they have 
affections, but wanting the higher principle 
of reafon, their choices are neceffarily deter- 
mined by their affections, now ifwewho have . 
both, are guided one'y by the latter, wherein. 
does our itate differ from theirs, fave only 
that our liberty makes us guilty, whereas their 
neceflity leaves them’ianocent. I prefume_ . 
Ineed fay no more, toevince the happinefs of ** 
a well ordered will, fince none can conteft it, ‘ 
but he muft tacitly confefs himfelf weary of 
his humane rature, and emulous, not of a 
preater dignity, bucof a degradation to that 
of the Bruits. 

- 27. Andas much may be faid coucerning 
the Affections, which if they be not curbed 
and held in by*the underftanding, will have 
as free and uncontrolled a fway in men, as 
they havein meer animals,, bue with worfe 
effects, by how much we have more obje&s 
to incite them, more inftruments to actuate 
them then thefe have. If any man can be 
tempted to think this no unpleafant condi- 
tion, let him yee further confider, that this 
Metamorphotis is nor lke the fancted tranf- 
migration of the foule, whereig it was fuppo- 
fed to affume the nature. and . confequently 
the paflions but of one beaft alone, no, here. 
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isthe whole Wildernefs let loofe upon a man, 
wich all their contrary appetites perpetually 
combating one with another. He that hath 
the rapaciou {nefs of a Wolf, may yet have the 
timoroufnefs of gn Hare, and fo is racked be- 


tween the defire of having, and the fear of 


fuffering: He that hath the luft of a Goat, 


may yet have the intemperance of a Swine, © 
‘and be diftracted to which of the appetites to 


' give up himfelf. He that hath the cruelty of 


f= 


a Tyger. may yet have the wilinefs of the Fox, 
which will give him the pain of many irkfom 


.. delays, inattending an advantageous oppor- 


tunity ; and fo proportionably in others; 
And what can be more unfupportably uneafie, 


then to have thefe continual tumults within, 


— tobeina ftate of hoftility not only with other 


“men,but with himfelf? or what can there need 
- beyond this confideration, to recommend the 
sontrary condition to us? The fubduing thefe 


_ bruitifh Inclinations, is the introducing Peace 


Ps 


intoa Land, harrafs’d and waited with inte- 
ftine War ; and fure none need be told (at leait 
inthis Age ) that that is a moft ravifhing plea: 
fure: And I may with the fame confidence 
appeal to the verdict of any who hath tried 
thefe two contrary fiates, and doubt not but 
he will from his experience confirm the moft 
profufe and even Poetique declamation that 
can be made oa this Theme. | 

28, All Ifhalladd is, in a joint relation to 
this and the cwo former, by obferving that 


illu- | 


7 
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illuminated Underftandings, regulated Wills 


and Affe‘iions, make up a great part of the 
celeftial happinefs. The Angels of light would 
no longer have right to that title, without 
thefe, 7 he irits of juft men made perfell, were 
improperly fo fliled, Heb. 12.22. had they 


not received this accomplifhment of their na-— 
ture: And the greater degrees hereof we ar- | 


-riveto here, fo much the more fenfible antici- 
pation have we of thofe divine joys And 
fure thus to partake with Angels and Saints, 
isto be happy, and will be acknowledged fo 
by all; whofe value and wifhes of a Maho- 
metan)Paradife render them not uncompe- 
_ tent to eftimate thefe purer and refined plea- 
fures; | 

_ 29. TF from hence we proceed to thofe out- 
ward effe@s, which are the refults of thefe in- 
' ward, we fhall find they are all full of delighe 
and fatisfaction. Courtefie and friendlinefs of 
‘Behaviour does not ‘only caft a glorious luftre 
round about, attra the eyes and hearts of 
others, but it alfo refleds with cheerful and 


comfortable gleams upon our felves: For, — 


Man being defigned by God for a fociable 
- Creature, hath fuch propenfions and Jnclinati- 
ons put into him, as are proper to that end; 
and thefe are gratified and pleafed, when we 
fo demean our felves, asmay anfwer that in- 
tention, towards which nothing canbe more 
neceffary then this debonnaire and gentle car- 
riage, for that allures people to our conver: 

| | - fation 
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an 
~ fation, whereas the contrary roughnefs frights 


and deters them; (the churlifhnefs of a Nabal 
makes men they cannot [peak to him, 1 Sam. 
25.17.) it gives aman part of Nebuchadnezar’s 
fate,feparates him from among men,by forcing . 
them to withdraw from him ; and that the 
wortt part of ittoo, the hairs like Eagles fea- 
thers, and the nails like birds claws, being much 
the lighter degree of the infliction, fit to pafs 
for drefs and ornatient, compared with that 
more deforming difguife this rugged temper 
puts uponaman. And as onthe one fide, this 


“‘morofity and fournefs of humor is very uneafte, 


fo on the other is that form of fawning and 
flattering compliance, which fome call Civi- 
licy : Ic obliges men in many tircumftances | 
to renounce their eafe, their health, yea their 
underftandings too, and keeps them in fuch — 
conftraint, that one may truly fay, a lefs mea- 
fure of felf-denial would ferve to conftitute 4: 
mana good Chriftian, thén an exact Courtierg 
whereas he that keeps himfelf mn a juft mean, 
neither drives away one fort of compaay, noxt 
buyes the other fo dear: He has a ftandard= — 
‘meafure, by which to difpence his Civilities, 
viz. The quality and worth of the perfons ; 


and confounds not himfelf wich thofe more 
unjuft and mutable rules of their expeCations. | 

‘So inthe firft of the inftances he keeps himfelf * 
a Man, whilft the other is infome refped @ . 


Beaft, inthe fecond he preferves himfelf a - 


’ 


‘Freeman, whilfttheother isa Slave: Andfure - 
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J may refer itto any mans decifion, which is 

the pleafanter ftate. 7 
30. Next for the Words, ‘tis not to be 
doubted but that calm and temperate Language 
has the advantage of that which 1s paflionate 
and rageful; and that not only in refpect of 
— decencie, but eafe too; of which there needs 
‘no other teftimony, then that vifible pertur- 
bation and uneafimefs obfervable in all who are 
under fuch atranfportation. So in ltke man- 
ner,when the words are pertinent and weighty, 
_ they give not only more fatisfadtion to the 
hearer, but to the fpeaker alfo: This may be 
judged by the contrary difplacencie men have 
at themfelves, when they are confcious to 
have {poken impertinently or undecently. 
By fatisfaGtion I mean not that vanity, which 
men too often affect of fhewing their parts, 
but a juft and fober complacencie, ar:fing from 
the confcience of having regulated their dif- 
courfe by the meafures of a Wife man and a 
_ Chriftian; the having’ faid thac which may be 
of benefic, but cannot be of mifchief to his 
auditors; And this furely is a much more real 
pleafure then any can be had in the contrary — 
kind of diale@, If to this itbe objected, thac 
generally none are fo much delighted with 
their own difcourfes, as they who talk the moft 
4 vainly and abfardly: J anfwer, that even thefe 
are not pleafed with the vanity and abfurdity , 
their pleafure refults from a miftake, fuppofing 
it tobe the quite contrary. And thishelps to 
fo , | . evince, 


oT ee 
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tj 


evince, that folid and prudent {peaking gives 
fatisfaction, fince even the fhadow and fi@ion 
of itcanbemadetoyieldit, § ae 
31, Laftly, for the Imploiments, they furely 
muft afford moft of contentment, when the 
are moft noble and excellent: They do fo at 


the time, in the dired line, they having more © 


of agreeablenefs to the nature and dignity ef 
aman; but they do yet more fo in the ree 
flexion, when a man looks back upon his day 
or week fpent, and finds his bufinefs has been 
worthy of him, it exhilerates and revives him, 
enables him to pafs his own approbation on 
—himfelf, and as ic were to anticipate the Exge 
he fhall one day receive from his great Matter. 
But he that gives himfelf only the idle diver- 
tifements of a Child or fets to thebafer drudge. 
ries of Vice, cannot refle& without confufion: 


. Which is fo well underftood by fuch perfons, 


_ that they are fain to take fanctuary in atoral 
Inconfideration, never daring to ask them- 
felves, What have I done? Which bears full 


teftimony to the excellency and ‘felicity of | 


_ ingenuous Imploiments, fince they that decline 
thofe, are forced alfo to decline themfelves, 
grow out of cheir own acquaintance and 
knowledge,’ , . 7 . 
32. And now what Obje@ion can there lie 
againft this duty, which is in all the parts of it 
fo advantagious and éligible, chat ic becomes 


duty not only to God, buteventothemfelves, 


their own prefent interefts and fatisfacion. 


‘ 
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Shall Pleafure ic felf lofe its nature, adopt the 
properties of its direct contrary, and become 
irkfom and abhorred, only becaufe ’tis twifted 
‘ with Obedience? Is there fo perfe& an anti- 
- pathy between God and them, that "tis im- 
poffible they fhould have the fame objects of 
delight? or can no Joyes haveany tafte with 
them, that are not the caufes and forerunners 
of eternal forrows? This were fuch a degree 
of perver{nefs, as common charity bids me not 
to expect ; and I fee not what elfe can evacuate 
the pleafure that attends the improvement of 

this talent of Education. <«— : 

33. After allthis, I forefee it not impoffible 
that fome may plead an exemption from this 
Obligation, by affirming they want the ground 
“of it, that they never had this Education. I 
--am not willing to fancy there have been fo 
Many unjuft and unkind Parents, as may qua- 
‘lifie any confiderable number of Gentlemen 
for this plea: But to thofe few that can really. 

make it, I fhall not think the foregoing Dif- 
courfe wholly impertinent, for, by fhewing 
them the advantages of what they fay they 
thus want, it may incite them (not to murmure 
at the negligence of their Parents, but ) to at- 
tempt the repairing of it by becoming their 
own Guardians, putting themfelves into Difct- 
plire, and by the firi& Laws of Reafon go- 
‘-yverning and reftraining thofe Paffions, which 
. bythe liberry oftheir Breeding have got head, 


_ by this means fupplying to themfelves the firft — 


part 


r 


part of Education: And the like may certainly 
be done for the latter alfo, if they will but de- 
pofic that common error, of thinking it more 
manly co be tgnorant then to learn, and be 
content co put themfelves in a courfe of Eru- 
dition, which a man may do for himfelf ia his 
Clofet, as well asa Tutor may do for his Di- 
fcip's in. a’Schqol, and though he want many 
of thofe advantages the other hath) yet ’tis 
poilibie they may beina Sy decree fupplied 
by thac induftry and defire, which all chofe 


, ~ are fuppofed to have, who are thus their own 


Pupiis,; And there want not inftances of the 
fuccefs of them who have thasattempted, but 
I -confefs there are too few examples of the 
attempt, men being too apt to fit down con- 
tentedly under this want, whereas let the fame 
_ perfons have an entailed Eitate alienated'from 
them byany aG& of their Fathers, they are not 
thea fo tame, but will ftruggle to the urmoft 
to recover their rights, Yet certainly‘an In- - 
genuous Education is as properly the Birth- 
right of a Gentleman, as‘any the moft firmly 
fetled Iaheritance can be: Why fhould they 
then acquiefce in that fo injurious an Aliena- 
tion, and not feek by all endeavors of their 
owh to retrieve this fo precious a Poflef- 
fon 


E 3 . SECT. 


entleman’s Calling. 53 


a a aa TR 


54 TI be Gentleman's Calling. - 


iv 


Ps 


Seer, V. 


Of the fecond Advantage 5 


. Wealth 


yz. peepraonHe fecond advantage we are to cone 


@ fideris that of Wealch,which that it 
fis a bleffing willl know readily be 
+. -affented toby all, mens defires and 
earneft purfuits afterit fufficiently evidencing 
the general efteemishadofic. Yet though the 
Conclufion be right, it-is to be doubted many 
inferr'it not upon due Premifes. ’Tis not Riches 
fimply confidered, that are the felicity, much 


Jefs thofe luxuries,> to ‘which they are often 
made to minifter ; but they are like toa fertile - 
_ ground, which ifleft without culture, none 


beares.fo rank weeds, but if rightly husbanded 


_ yeilds abundanc profit ;and thus to. manage 


and impreve them is not only the Intereft, 


but the Duty ofall thofe to whom God hath — 


committed them, thisbeing the gne defigned 
advantage, for which they were intrufted to 
them. | 


2. Several improvements there are,of which 


_ they are capable:, but before I proceed to them, - 
Imuft mention one pas of duty, as _funda- 
_— mental 


~ 


mental to all the reft. And chat is the well 


husbanding of them, not in a figurative, but 


real fence, the having fuch a provident care — 


of thofe goods,- and: poffeflions, wherewith 
God hath bleft a-Man, as may fecure them 
from that Confamption, to which carelefnefs 
and floth will infallibly betray them.. This 
furely is obligatory’ in many refpects. Firft, 


in Thankfulnefs (1 had almoft faid civility }to 


God, who having difpenc’d them asa liberality 
tis ingratitude,’ yea affront to give them no 
repard. Secondly, ih Jaftice to a mans polte-: 
rity :He that hasreceived a fair Inheritance 
from his Anceftors, if lie fuffer his fupine neg- 
ligence to cut off thie Entaile,he defrauds thofe 
thar were to have fucceeded him in it, and 
becomes that troubler of his own bowfe,to whom 
Solomon, Prov. 11. 29. affigns no other Inke- 
vitance but the pind, which is indeed all 
fuch a perfon 1s like to derive upon his iffue, 


_ the common aire being oftentimes their onely 


patrimony. * Thirdly, in order to. all thofe 
ends to which Wealth was defigned by God, 
which depend on this, as accidents on theie 
fubje@s, and fo are allat once evacuated and 
nulled by che diffipating of that wherein they, 
are founded- All which confiderations do 


naturally. inforce uponmen the necefliy of a 


prudent managery. 


| 4: 
3. This being fuppofed, and the perfon ha-, 


ving, as inour Law-forms is ufual, covenant: . 
edto ftand feifed of the Eftate, let us now fee 
rn nT what, 


ra 
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to one that is fet to wreftle with want it 


4 OF this excellent both vertue and feli- 
city, there are two parts, the one a cheerfulf. 


_ that quality wherein he is placed: God does 
not make Rich men fuch meer Conduit. pipes | 


~ fuck in fomuc 
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what are the proper ules, to which it isto be 


limited. Inthe firit place, we may rank that 
of Contentednefs in his portion, which though 


might feem a hard precept, yet to him that 
flows with abundanceit might be thought ra- 
ther ancedlefsthen difficult injunétion, if ex; 
perience did not teftifie, that contentment is 
oftentimes as great a firanger in Palaces as 
Cottages. | | 


injoyment of fo much of bis Wealth, as.may 
decently (1 fay not vainly ) fupport him in 


of Wealth, that they muft pafs all, without 
retaining any- thing themfelves, but rather 


like the Earth, which thopgh fhe conveys the 


eg en her veins, yet ts. allowed to 
,asmay give her a competent 
refrefhment ; and he that does this moderately, 
and with a thankfull refle@ion on that liberal 


Providence, which thus gives. him all, things. 


richly te enjey, 1 Tim.6.17- falfifies no part of 
histruft, nor abufes his ftewardfhip, this be- 
ing as it were the allowed feesof his place, a 
penfion a!lotted himby the bounty of his 
Lord. a re 
§. The other part of contentment is that, 
by which the defires are terminated within the 
bounds of his own poffeflions, and not anit 
, re 
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red. to range wildly into other mens, like 
— etthabs, into Naboths vineyard, ufing their 
Wealth; as Anglers doe their Fifth, to bait 
‘hooks for more, by making it an Inftrument. 
ofextorting from others , which is fo great a 
guilt, chat it neerly concerns them to fecure 
whemfelvesagain{t it, bya perfed fatisfaction 
in what is properly their own. Nay even in 
what is faid, there is caution to be had, that 
_therebe not too eager and vehement endea- 
vors of multiplying it, and that not only by © 
an unlawfull commixture with other mens, 
which is the fin either of oppreffionor fraud, 
but even from its own ftock, for that, may be 
covetoufnefs, and is furely a dire& oppofition 
to the divine difpenfation, For when God 
hath given aman a full fortune, and by chat 
manumitted him from thofe carkings and follt- 
citudes to.which needier perfonsare expofed, 
for him to make it his grand bufinefs to pro- 
je& how he may add to that heap, or inthe 
' Prophets phrafe lade bimfelf with rhick, clay, ~ 
Hab, 2,6. what is ic but the degrading and 
pulling himfelf from that Sphere’ wherein 
God hath placed him, a voluntary fale of him- 
felf to the Gallies or Mines ? In this refpec& 
therefore I may not unaptly apply that exhorta- 
tion which the Apofile makes in another, 
Gal. 5.1. Stand faft in the liberty wherewith 
| Chrift hath nade yon free. Let not him whom 
God hath by a gracious and peculiar provi- 
dence exempted from this meaner fervitude F 

mn. | an 
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and vaffalage to the world, relinquifh that fo 
valuable a priviledge, give up his ear to be 
bored by Afammon, when God proclaims a 
fubily. Yet ’tis poftible the quality of fome 
mens eftates may be fuch, that they may be 
capable of advancement by a moderate and 
eafie Induftry, fuch as may no way diver 
them from more excellent Imploiments, but 
may rather bea recreation then a coil: And 
in, that cafe I kcow no obligation lies on them 
fo to defie an Improvement, as not to chufe a 
profitable, before an expenfive divertifement, 
to fpend thofe vacant hours upon that, which 
remain by way of overplus from more worthy 
defigns and entertainments. But the perpetual 
follicitous purfuit after more wealth, 1s cer- 
tainly a culpable inordinacie, as being incon- 
fiftent with chat contentment and acquiefcence 
which is the duty of every man for whom God 
hath chus liberally provided, and fuch as will 
befides be likely to undermine another main 
partofhisobligation = 8 89° 

_ 6. Such in the next place we are to account 
the Charitable difpenfing of his ftore, to fup- 
ply the indigencies of wanting perfons, which 
furely is to be lookt on asthe grand and molt 
confiderable end of his receits. God, who ts 
the common Friend,’as well as Father of all 
men, is not to be imagined fo partial, as to 
provide pomps and luxuries for fome, and in 
the mean time leave others deftitute of the 
neceffary fupports of life; yet if we look no 
,mecaGagle SERRE 
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deeper then the vifible portions of Poor and 


Rich, there is no evidence of the contrary. 
But when we examine upon what Conditions 
and Provifo’s chat Abundance is conveyed, . 
we fhall have no temptation fo to afperfe or 
charge God foolifoly : For though he have not 
difpenfed fo immediately to the Poor, yet he 
gives themasit were Bills of Affignment upon 
the plenty of the Rich, a right to be fupptied 
bythem: fo that the difference feems to be 
only chat of anelder, and younger brethren, — 
the Elder ufually carries the bulk of the Eftate, 

but then that is charged with provifions for 
the younger; and if the quantity of thofe be - 
not diftinadly expreft but lefc indefinitely , 
that act of Truft in the Father lays the greater 


obligation on. him, not to deceive it by too 


mean and fcanty a diftribution, for now him- 
felf is become a Father to them, and there- 
fore fhould proportion his bounty by the ten- 
dernefs and bowels of that moft affe@ionate. 
relation: And this may not improperly be 
deemed one reafon, why among fuch multi- 
tudes of: commands of Charity in the Gofpel, 
there is yet none chat eXprefly allots the pro- 
portion of our Alms, that by this act of con- 
fidence, as it were, men might be obliged to 
the higher liberality: And he that fhall-make 
this incentive to it, apretence to excufe the 
want of it, is fure a moft criminous pérverter 
of the Divine intention, treacheroufly coune 
termining Gods facred arts, as if ‘cwere not 

iii: Aime. eae enough 
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enough to rebel, unlefs in a further contempt 

he affaulted him with his own weapons. Cer- 

tainly God never defigned Lazarus’s portion 

fhould be made up only of the Crumbs froms 

the table, For though indeed Dives is taxed 

that he gave him not chem, yet ifhe had, fucha 

dole would fure never have refcued him from 

the place of torment. He whorefts ina Rich 

mans bofom in Heaven, isto have fome pro« 

portionable treatment from thofe on Earth, 

— fome more hofpitable reception then a lying 

at the gate, fome better Chyrurgions then 

Dogs to cure his fores, and thofe that refufe 

ithim, mutt be prefumed to contemn not only 

the Lazarus,but the Abrabans, yea the Heaven 

too that receives him, fince that which quali- 

fies him for an admittance there, is not able to 

recommend him co their leaft regard. | 

7 Wfhall noc atcempt to proportion mens 
Charities, fince God hath not ; yet there are: 

fome general meafures to be made co bound 

them on the finking fide, that they fall not to 

too fcandalousa lownefs ; which having been 

*Dr. done already by a* better Pen, I thall refer 

_ Ham. the Reader thither. But thofe yet leave mens 
Prag, Compaffioas full {cope to grow up to what 

racti- 5 : 

calCate- Beeater height Gods grace and mens exigen- 

chifm, cies fhall advance them: And furely che latter: | 
may fomeztimes be fuch, that ic will become 

every Rich man not only to rifle his coffers, | 
| pour out whacfoever his fuperfluites have chere 

ammaffed, but alfo to defalk much of his own” 
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accuftomed enjoyments , caufe the Rafor to 


pafs even upon his whole Equipage, to cut 
off all excrefcencies, all exuberant expences, 
tho: fo the fream may run the fuller in thac 


‘one channel which Gods providence thus cuts 


out for it. Whether this may not be a proper 
Seafon for it, Ileave every confidering perfon 
to judge. At the prefentI fhall befeech every 
manto whom God hath gtven wealth, fadiy 
to ponder how fcandalous a thing ic will be 
for him who has been the Object of fo great 
Bounty, to decline the being an Agent in any; 
to difcover himfelf to have fucke in nothing 
of the vertue, amidft fuch an affluence of the. 
commodities, and to defie the example of chat 
Liberality, by whofe effects he lives. But with- 
all jet him confider the danger of it alfo, how 
dreadful a guilt (and confequently vengeance) 
he draws upon himfelf, if he fhall defeat this 
-{o main end of his receits. It is indeed a com- 
plication of many crimes not only againit 
man, but God alfo: I fhall inftance only tn 
two, moft generally decried, and yet moft 
eminently contained in it, Unthankfulnefs , 
and Falfnefs. , 
 §. God in his wifdom difcerning that E-_ 
quality of Conditions would breed confufion 
in the world, has ordered feveral ftates, de- 
fign’d fome to Poverty, others to Riches, 
onely annexing to the rich the care of the 
poor; yet that rather asan advantage, then a 
burden, a feed of more wealth both temporal 
rr ae and 


- and eternall. Now in this divifion. of men, 
thofe on whom he hath caufed the better lor 
to fall, can owe itto nothing but his gracious 
difpofal , and therefore had bin certainly ob- 
liged to fubmit to any the moft difficult tasks 
he fhould have difpenc’d with ic. But now that 
in his great indulgence he has fo tempered che 
command, as to render it not an allay, but an 
enhancement of the mercy, he that gives ic 
only a bare taftlefs compliance, betraies him- 
felf to'want a juft fence of it, but he that flatly 

_Yrefiftsit, is in the moit.tranfcendent degree, 
barbaroufly ingrate. Nay I chink I might have 
laid the charge higher, and called it malice ; 
for what beneath that canprovokea man thus 
to refift hisduty andinterefttogether? = 

9. Nor is this all, ’tis alfo the greateft Per- 
fidioufnefs : Every rich man is, as J faid before, 
Gods Steward, and particularly intrufted to 
provide for the indigent parts of his family, 
fuch arethe poor and needy. Now if he leave 
them defticute, and fuffer either his riot or co- 
vetoufnefs to feed upon their Portions, what 
more deteftable falfenefs can be committed, not 
only inrefp.& of them, whofe right he thus 
invades, but of God alfo, whofe truft he abu- 
fes ? Manv other enormities there are in Un- 
charitablenefs, which as fo many misfhapen 
limbs concur to the making up this deformed 
Moniter ; buec I fhall fuppofe it fufficient to — 
have pointed out thefe two, which being the _ 
moft profeftly contrary to ingenuity, I ee 
3 : hope 
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hope will carry a very averting appearance | 


: . thofe who fo efpecially pretend to that qua- 
lity. : eas 
‘ 10. To this pofitive part of duty, the being - 
, 73h in good works, we find the Apoitle connects 
» anegative, 17im.6.17, Charge thems thas 
' be rich in this world that they be nor high-minded, 
; or trnft in uncertain riches. And we need not 

refortto implicite faith in the Author, to per- 

_ ~fwadeus ofthe great propriety and fitnels of 
thefe cautions, ’tis too evident thar Pride and - 

| Confidence are difeafes, that ufually breed in 

| full and opulent fortunes, and as they {pring 
from the fame root, fo do they, like neighbo- 

/ ring branches, mutually fhelter, and fuppore 
one another. He that is high-minded, abhorres 
the fubmiflion of any foreign dependance, 
and therefore gladly anchors on any thing he 
can call his own, and thinking his wealth moft 
properly fo, he has as great an aptnefs, as 
holy fab expreffes an avertion, to make geld bis 
hope, and to fay tothe fine gold, thou art my com: 
fidence, Fob. 31.24. Onthe other fide, he that 
crufts inhis Wealth,is by chat fortified in his 

__ pride. Icis e4frsforles obfervation, that wealth 

makes contumelions and infolent , which I pre- 
fume he inferrs not only frem experience, . but 
reafonalfo, forthe groundwork of humility 
being the fence of impotence and defect. he 
that affumes a felf fufficiency, undermines that 
foundation, and in ftead of it laies the Bafis of 
the quite contrary cemper, all. PANG PUNE ® and 

| elauon 
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elation of mind. A memorable,example of this 
we have in the infolent refle@tions of Nebse- 

- ghadnexzar, Dan. 4.30. which had withall fo 
difmal a confequent, as me thinks fhould like 
Lots wife remain a perpetual monument to de- 
ter others from all approaches towards the 
like vanity. | 

z1. And certainly it is a moft importance 
concernment of rich men, to fence themfelves 
againft his double temptation ; to which pur- 
pofe they can hardly find a more compleat 
armor, then what they may borrow from one 

fhort fentence of the Apoftle, 1 Cor. 4, 7. 
What haft thon tbat thou haft nos received? Let 
them look on themfelves as meer receivers, 
and then with what pretence can they pride 
themfelves in that wherein they are barely 
paffive ; Nay indeed if it be throughly fcann’d, 
thefe receits imply caufe rather of fhame then — 
boafting ; the being filled from anothers hand, 
is a fure argument ( and tacite reproach ) 
of a natural and original emptinefs, and if 
God have dealt jfo liberally with them, they 
may collect ’tis.in compliance not with their 
Merits, but infirmities ; bis having made them 
rich‘ is a {trong prefumption, he faw them not 
prepared to be innocently poor : And fure 
Pride muft be a fubtile Alchimiit that can hence 
extract matter of vanity , and might with e- 
qual logick have perf{waded the Fews to glory 
inthofe indulgences, which were granted chem 
Only for the bardue/; of ti eir heartt.- 
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~ 12, In like manner if they refle@ on their 


riches as received, it renders them alfo a moft , 
unfit object of truft; for if they.were given, - 


they may alfo be taken away. We holdallby — 
that old tenure, which the Lawyers file A/o- 


" dinm., becaufe it is from none but God, and 
his gifts ( of this kind at leaft ) are never fo _— 


abfalute, as to exclude power of revocation. - 
He then that enjoys a thing not upon right 
but bounty, muft ask his benefa@tor how farr 
he isto prefume on it: And if they would do 
fo inthis cafe, they would foon be refolved 
how little confidence were to be repofed in 
Wrealth, They may hear God the great Patron 
tell them by Selemon, that riches make them- 
fei'ves wings and fly aWay as an eagle, Pro,23.5. 
by Ghrift, that the Treafures which they lay 
uj>here are liable to the Afoth and ruft, and 


 Lheeves; and by the Apoff/e, that they are 


wincertain riches. Nay indeed if they would 


 butask chemfelves their own daily experience 


and obfervation, that would beare the fame 
teftimony, Everyday almoft gives fomé re- 
newed inftance of it. What multitudes of ac- 
cidents are there to which mens goods are lia- 


_ ble? a rough Winde, a tempeftuous Sea finks 
- atonce the Merchant and his fhip, an ill fea- 


fon, a hungry foyle eats out the Husband- 


/ man; and they who run not either of thele 
hazards, thofe whom neither the water nor 


the earth fwallow up, a fire may yet ‘confume. 
And canthere any fecurity be fanci’d in that 
elisa oehsehal Fo owealth, 


\ 


wealth, which is thus a prey toeach element 
fingle, and yet more often to them united in 
- man, to whofe fraudsor violences more have 
owed their impoverifhing, then to any of the 
former accidents. And now what greater in- 
fatuation can there be, then to place a trufton © 
that which is fo fleeting and unfteady, to 
lean on a brokenreed, or in Sclemons phrafe 
ro fet ones eyrs upon that Which is not? | 
. 13, Butif byanimpoffible fuppofition, we 
‘fhould imagine Riches to be as Permanent, as - 
they are indeed tranfitory, yet unlefs they had 
as well Strength as conftancy, they could with | 
_ no reafon be depended on. He that ftaies by 
his friend to the laft minute, if he have no 
power to affifthim, is onely a fpectator, not 
a reliever of his fufferings:And alas, how many 
miferiesare men fubject to; in which wealth 
can give them no aid! Js a man afflicted in 
his body with paine, the /naies are nota com- 
petent price for a minutes eafe, an hours fleep’; 
Is he perfecuted in his Name with reproach, 


> *tignot whole Ingots of gold that will ftop the 


mouth of Fame, nay oftentimes the obloquy 
is it felfmeerly the progeny of his wealth, thac 
breeding envy, and envy detraction. But if 
the fore lie yet deeper, if it be che Soule that 
fuffers, that is yet farther removed from poffi- 
bility of reliefthis way; If it fuffer as a flave 
under the dominion of fin, no treafure. can re- 
deem from that vaffalage : Wealthdoes in- 
deed too often by adminiftring temptations 
. , _ ftrengthen 
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ftrengthen thofe chains, but it cannot break 
them, as appears too evidently by the number 


of fuch rich bondmen. If it groan under the 


guile of fin, labor under the terrors of an-ac-’ 
cufing Confcience, alas gold isno balm to a | 


wounded fpiric ; the luxuries which that has 
{fupported may help to pierce, but it has no 


power to heal. :.Or laftly; ifthe foul fall finally 
under the punifhment of fin, there is no com. 
muting that pennance, buying off that fmart, 
Riches abufed may indeed -fwell che accompt, © 


and multiply. the ftripes, but they can never 


bribe the remiflion of any-. The Wife-man 


hath affuredus this, Pro. 11. 4. Riches profit 


notin she day of wrath..Nor dees this carry 
any oppofition to the councel of our Saviour 
Like 16, 9. of making frisnds of the Mammon of 
snrighteou{ne/s , for herefers not there to any — 

natural or inheren€ property. of riches, buc ~ 
only to that extrinfick and accidental advan- 


‘tage may be made of them, proportionably to 


what was faid before of the xujuft. Steward 
whofe dexterous managery was itthat rendred 
his Lords debts fo ufefull co brim; not that they 
had any. proper innate vertue to fecure him 
from the neceffity either of begging or dig- 
ing , andtheréfore we fee Chrifts words rua 
not in as Amnunciative, but an exhorcatory 
ftile, Hetelsus not that. AZammon fhall. make 


care, andbya prudent difpofure to make ic 


Us a but excites us to make that our ewn 
~ fabfervient to an end above its native efficacy, 


F2 | ~ Buc 
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But all this is fure very reconcileable with thae 


natural impotency we have obferved in ic: 
wealth charitably difpofed may have excellent 


. effects, but yet thofe are to be afcribed tothe 


charity, not the wealth, which ftill remains in 
tts own effence the fame unactive lump in the 


Chef that it was in the Mine, like the heathen 


Deities unable to prote& its moit zealous Ido- 


_ faters , as further inftance whereof I may.add: 


that which will Sound very like riddle, That 


‘giches cannot deliver even from prefent Want; 


which yet is demonftrably true in all thofe 
rich Mifers, whofe bellies are lank, while their 
coffers are full, a fort of Tantalized creatures, 
not peculiar only to chis latter age, for we 
find them defcribed by Solomon, Eclefiaftes 6.2. 


«A man to whom God hath given riches, wealth 


aad honor, fo that he wanteth nothing for his foule 


of all that he defirerh, yer God giveth him not 


power te eat thereof. Sounfignificant a thingis — 
wealth, that without the addition of a new - 


power itenables him not to receive the leaft 


benefit from it. , 

14. When all this ts confidered, what is 
there in wealth that can invite the feaft confi- 
dence, fince it appears fo utterly unable to fe- 
eure men in their moi importantinterefts, nay — 
to do that which it moft tmmediatly and moft — 
colourably pretends to, the keeping them from 
want. And therefore he that will not run him- 
felf upon that fad defeat of being difappointed 
in his trufts, failed in his greateft exigents, 

: mu 
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—_ look out for fome firmer ground whereonl — 
to build. But alas, our foil affords it not: Al 

here below was long fince pronounced by one 
that wanted neither wifdom nor experience, 
to be Vanity ; fuch mutations and viciffitudes 
attend all fablunary things, chat he that at- 
‘tempts to ere& any durable fatisfacion on 
them, outdoes the folly of that abfurd archite& 
Chritt mentions, and builds not on the /axd, 

but water; and in this fenfe the world is ftil 

under a deluge, not fo much dry ground, as 
where a dove may reft her foot. 

15. Weare then driven by way of neceflary 
refuge, to that which fhould be our voluntary 
choice, to come home to the Ark to. fhelter 
our felves under his wings, where alone we 
may fecurely reft, and according to the advice 
which the Apoftle fubjoins to thefe cautions, 
to truft in the living Ged. And to do this amidft 
ail the feducements of Wealth, to fee through 
all thofe mifts which the fumes of Plenty raife, 
and whilft they enjoy the gift, to conhde only 
in the Giver, is indifpenfably the duty, and 
fhould be the care of every one, to whom ~ 
S.Panl directs this charge, All that are rich in 
this world. 

16. And fuch in the faft place are to take 
notice of another branch of their obligation, 
and that is to ufe that advantage which their 
Wealth gives them, towards the exercife of 
Temperance ; which indeed can never be 


known to be ‘truly fach, but when there are 
F3 OPPO. 
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Opportunities and temptations to the contrary. 
He that hath nothing wherewith to maintain 
a Riot, leaves ic doubtful both to others and - 
_ himfelf, whether his Abftinences be the effects 
of Pevertyor Temper , but he that has alt — 
the fuel for Luxury, and yet permits it not to 
kindle, he approves his Sobriety to be in 
deed his Choice, not his fate. And this is  ' 
a mott excellent priviledge of Wealth, and 
though ’tis to be doubted it fcarce finds room 
in moft of our Catalogues, yet certainly it 
merits a principal place, as being much the 
greateft of all thofe, which refleé only upon. 
the Perfon himfelf. This refifting of Tempta- 
tions, istruly chat Heroique courage worthy 
of thofé that pretend to Honor, fit to deno- 
minateya Gallant man: Iwifhthofe who feek 
that reputation by many rafh and unwar- 

. yantable Adventures, would: here entertain 
their youthful Ardors, this being a Field where 
thcy may be affured never to’ want Comba- 
tants. One while Gluttony prefents it felf, 
armed with theallurements of a full and de- - 
I'cate Table, andthough one would think him 
but a defpicable Affailant, that has only the 
Kitchin for bisarmory, yet experience fhews 
us, thofe edglefs weapons may vie with the | 
kéeneft, for the mortalnefs of their effects. 
At another time Drunkennefs fends a Chak . 
lenge by delicious Liquor , cheerful and di- 
Verting Company, and that noe without me- 

— “Rec€ of infamy to him, who fhall own fo any 
: | rele 
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religious cowardife, as to fear to hazard his 
Sobriety in the encounter. Sometimes again 
Y.uft atcaques him with che piercing darts, the 
killing glances of a proftirute Beauty. Inthe 
mean time Pride, the moft fl:e and treacherous 


- of all the reft, is perpetually laying ambufhes 


fox: him in the adorations of his Flaccerers, the 
vanity of his Attire, and innumerabie kinds 


of Exceffes. And now what Knight-Errant 
-would with for more Encounters ? or why 


fhould men range abroadto invite Quarrels, 


_ whilft they tamely fuffer fuchTroops of enemies 


to bid them daily defiance? ‘Tis, they fay, a 


Maxim among the Swordmen, That he that 


has once been baffled, is ever after an incom. . 
petent Challenger : I wifhic might have this: 


one fober application, That men would fufpend 
ail other Duels, till they have righted them- 


- felves on their Vices, and by fome fignal 
—Conquefts redeemed themfelves from that 
obloquy and defamation, which thefe mean, 
yet infulting Adverfaries have expofed. chem 


to. 3 
a7, Having fhewed what ufes are duly to 
be made of Wealch, let us now look back, and 


confider whether any of them be ordinarily — 


difcernible in Praétice. And here we fhall 
meet with one fort of men, who ftamble ac 
the very threfhold, that fail in chat firft part 
of duty, on which all che relt depend : I mean 
thofe who by a fupine negligence fuffer their 


Eftates to moulder and confume infenfibly, 


F 4 | for 


ee 


for want of an eafieinfpection and overfighr. 
Of fuch as thefz former Ages have afforded in- 
ftances, and doubtlefs the prefent alfo, chough 
the number of the laxurious wafters do now: 
fo overwhelm them, chat they are the lefs di- 
{cernible. And though this feem to be the effe¢% 
only of floch,yet cercainly there are other co.n- 
currents to it, generally thefecwo: Firft fuch 
an overweening of their wealth, that they 
think it Inexhauftible, And fecondly ano pi- 
nion that it isa mean and peafantly thing for 
a Gentleman to give himfelf the trouble: ‘of 
fooking after his fortune. The motives are 
too ridiculous to deferve a confutation, ‘but 
in the mean time it cannot but extort pity, to 
_ fee Families ruined by fuch vain whinifies ; 
And wkat tolerable account can fuch a Parent 
give to his begger’d Offfpring, to whom ’tis 
very likely he may propagate the pride and 
‘floth which made the meer managery of an 
_Eftate too hard for him, and yet wichall be- 
queaths them the fadder toil of getting, one ? 
Nay, what account can he give to God, from 
whom he received it, in order to feveral ends, 
if he thus at once defeat them all? ’Ywas a 
Command to the Jews, that they fhould not 
cut down Fruit-trees, though it were for fo ne- 
ceffary a ufe as to advance a Siege, Dewr.20.19. 
Bur this is the hewing down that Stock, from 
which fo much good Fruit fhould fpring, and 
‘that without any pretence either of neceflity 
or reafon. SO 


(38. Our 


18. Our next view will prefent us with an- 


other fort of perfon, who as much cranf{greffes 
the duty of Contentednefs in both the parts of . 
it, ’Tis no prodigie to fee men, whom God 


hath afforded the portion of the rich, fcarce to 


allow themfelves that of the poor, fo letting 
their eye be evs/ evento themlelvs becaufe Gods 
#s good. The Egyptians were fuch jealous Reve- 
rers of thofe Creatures which they worfhip’d, 
that he that violated them was in danger of 
toning, Ex.8.26. Sothefe men who have fet 
up their Wealth for their God, pay it fo much 
veneration, that as they are impatient to have 
it invaded by others, fo they are afraid to offes. - 
the leaft violence to it themfelves, they have 
Infhrined it to receive their adorations, and 
it isnow become facrilege (indeed the onely 
one they fcruple ) to debafe it to the fupply 
of their necefficies: They are ftrange aufteri- 
ties which the Votaries of this Deity will en- 
dure, even beyond the mortifications of the 


_moft rigid Afcetick, their whole lives are a 


perpetual contradi@ion to all the appetites of 
Nature; yet alas, that inferrs here no compii- 
ance with thofe of Grace, but as if they meant 
to fetup a Third party in the world, they e- 
qually oppofe chefe. And now he chat thus 
oppreffes himfelf, no wonder if he do the like 


to others, if he extort the utmoft that either 


power or fraud can wring from any. And 
that this work may not be retarded, he is pro- 
vided of variety of inftruments for it. Some- 
| IS 
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times Bribery muft give hima legal colour to 
rob his neighbor, or if a Witnels prove a 
better penniworth then the Judge, Subor- 
nation fhall do the bufinefs. Sometimes Ex- 
tortion fhall prey upon a needy Creditor, and 
that not only with the flower gnawings of 
the Canker , buc with the more ravenous 
devourings of the. Vulture, Sometimes the 
Rack is brought out,and a poor Tenant faftaed 
‘onit, and there fo {treined and diftorted, that 
he can never knit again to any competent fub- 
_ fiftence. Sometimes again a poor neighboring 
Prodigal fhall be fpurred on to farther riot, 
fed with money, that fo by a forfeited Mort. 
gage he may feife on his Eftate, In a word, 
“cwere endlefs to reckon up all the engines of 
rapine which this greedy Invader hath in his 
magazine, aid ot fuch a one! prefume every 
man will pronounce, that he notorioufly vio. 
' jJatesthe precept of Cententednets. 

19, Butthough this be the groffeft, yet is: 
he not the onely Tranigreffor, there is alfo. 
another more plaufible fort, who though they - 
_ do net thus feek to increafe their wealth at 
other mens cofts, yet do it too much at their 
, own; whofe Brains are meer forges of Pro- 
jets, perpetually hammering out fome new 
Contrivance for gain, that continually travel 
in birth of forme frefh Improvemens, fuffer all 
the pangs and throws of a carking follicitude — 

in purfuic of it. I know this piece of Cove- 
teufnefs hath betcer luck then che reft, and 
: paffes 
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paffes fora creditable thing, under the fpeci- 
ous name of Good husbandry ; but fure if it be 
throughly penetrated, it will appear no lefs op- 
- pofice to Contentment then the former, Nor 
can that guile be evaded by thofe that fay, they — 
feek to advance their Fortunes, not out of the 
Mifers defign of hoarding up, but out of the 
more generous purpofe of living more fplen- 
didly ; for fure he chat covets more to fpend, 
is as little contented in his portion, as he that. 
covets more to lay up, he that thinks his Table 
too fcanty, his equipage too low, ts as far 
from being fatisfied, as he chat thinks his land 
too little, his bag too empty; fo that “as ap- 
parent’ thefe arrowes come out of the fame 
" quiver, though they be fhot at feveral marks 
; ° 20. And between both thefe motives of gri- 
ping, no wonder if the duty of Almes giving 
be crouded into avery narrow compafs. That 
excellent vertue of Charity has indeed much 
of the Image and imprefs of Chrift upon it, 
But the world has given it a further kind of con- 
formity with him then he ever defign’d, its 
crucifixion between Covetoufnefs and Luxury, 
being the counterpart of his hanging between 
the Theeves ; there wants only one member 
ofthe parallel, the breaking the legs of thefe 
Malefactors, which God knows our Soldiers, 
nay many Armies of them have not bin able to 
do The many inftances thefe times have given 
of the fudden diffipation of mens Idolized 
heaps, have not yet fo diftiplin’d the W at 
L : 10g, 
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ling, asto perfwadehim to lay xp his trea/sere 


$n heaven, andthe loud calls of God to weep- 
ing and mourning and girding with facrclorh, 
have moft prepoiteroufly been ecchoed back 
with the louder noife of mens revellings, and 
wild jollities. And then they who thus defpife 
the judgements of God, are very unlikely to 
compaflionate the miferies of men, and I doubt 
there are many who thus anfwer the character 
ofthe unjult?udge, Luc.18. that neither fear God 
nor regard man,nay that far outgo him in inexo- 
rablenefs of temper:he was to be wrought upon 
by importunity , but fo petrified are thefe mens 
bowels, that no prayers nor teares can diffolve 
them. ’Tisa much eafier task to dig Metal out 
of its native Mine, then to fetchit out of the 
covetous mans Coffer, the Earth, though fhe 
hide, yer fhe guards abt her treafure, “tis ac- 
ceflible to the induftry of any that will fearch 
for it,buthe like an Argus ftands centinel about 
his, and founds an alarm upon the remoteft 
appearance of a poor fuppliant ; with what 
jealoufie does he eye any that he can bur fancy 
to come upon that ungrateful! errand,and then 
how many arts has heto prevent the affault ? 
Or if by fome extraordinaryCharm all his 
eyes have fo flept atonce, that he happen to be 
furprifed, yet he has fo many weapons of de- 
fence, that the affailant fhall gain little by 
it, but the fhame of an open repulfe, being 


fure to find him impregnable. As for the Vo- 


_ luptuary he has fo many expenfive lufts to main- 
| ae ~ tain, 
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fain, that he has difficulcy enough how to gra. 
tifie all chem in the diftribution of his ‘wealth, | 
they are competitors to each other, yet joine 
to keep out that which would bea common one 
to them all, He that grudges not the wildeft 
profufions on his wealth, yet thinks an Alms 
will undoe him, ‘tis the grand bufinefs of his. 
life to contrive waies of expence, yet when 
any object of charity prefents one, he becomes 
thrifty onthe fudden, like the Senfitive plant 
fhrinks at that touch, and that open hand of 
his clutches as faft, as if fome convulfion had 
contracted it. Thus totally have men forgot 
upon what terms their wealth was given them, 
and thereby like miferable Chymifts, extract _ 
Poyfon out of Cordials, a Curfe out of a 

Blefling. Riches were defigned by God to 
be fubfervient to thac Compaflion which he 
has implanted in humane nature, but now 
they are become the meanes of fupprefling and 
eradicating ic; Rich men look upon poore, 
as if they were creatures of another f{pecies,’ 


_ things whereinthey were perfectly anconcer- 


ned. ’Tis Strada’s fancy, that there isfucha 
fympathy raifed between two Needles touched 
by the fame Loadftone, that perfons at the 
greatelt diftance may by the confent of their 
motion maintaina correfpondency: Ifhall not | 
undertake for the truth of the Experiment, bat 
however methinks ’tis matter of reproach to 
us that thefe inanimate creatures fhould have 
fo much obfervable accord, as to give as 
“ae ae a eee yn > Or 
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for fuch a conjecture, whilft menwho have 
fo many undoubted principles of union both 
from nature and grace, bave quite extinguifh- 
ed all effects of them. That too many have 
fo, there needs no other evidence then the 
many unfuccour’d extremities of the. Poor: 
For how elfe can it become poffible,: that one 
rank of men fhould gluttonize, and another 
ftarve? that he that thinks ic death to endure 
_ either the want or mederation of a Meal, 
fhould never confider what are the gripings | 
of the Rill empty ftomach’, that he fhould | 
without al] regret fee his own humane nature 
pining and languifhing in the perfon of his 
poor brother, whilft in himfelf *cis oppreft 
with the quite contrary excefles, and might 
be relieved in both by a more equal diftri- 

bution ? 
. 21. And now who can fafficiently deplore, 
the wants of the Poor, fpall fay, or rather the 
_ inhumanity of the Rich {| This furely is the 
fadder fpectacle of the two, the one only fuf- 
fers; the other fins ; andthat fuffering toomay - 
end in eternal refrefhment, whereas the other 
inendlefstorment. Lazarus reftsin Abrabams 
bofom, when the uncharitable Glutton fries 
sn perpetual flames: And-oh that this were 
throughly weighed, ‘that they would confider — 
that every degree of unmercifulnefs they fhew 
to others, reverts with a rebounded force up- _ 
on themfelves! Alas, ’cis not fo much the poor 
mans body, as their own fouls, that mee 
: , their 
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» their alms, And whenever they fhut up cheir 
t bowels of compaffion from the one, what do 
\ they but Crean TOUELs feal up Gods feore- 
t bsxfes and treafuries from the other? when 
they deny the crumbs from thetr rable, chey 
deny themfelves a drop of water to cool their — 
- tongues. eae | 
22, But fear this of Iiliberaliry may pafs | 
for a moderate crime in this Age, when fo 
many are guilty of another fo far eanicending 
it. For do we not fee divers, who inftead of 
abating their Exceffes to relieve the Poor, do. 
maintain their Riot uponthem? If the defpe- 
_ rate Debts of poor Tradefinen were examined, 
| I doubt not this would appear a fad truth; *tis. 
. become fo fafhionable a thing to, run into 
_ Scores, and fo unfafhionable to pay chem, that. 
he is f{carce thought well bred, chat has not 
bankrupted one at leaft of each Trade he deals 
with: Their only care is to get credulous 
Merchants, who vA long as they truft ftoutly 
— fhall have fair words, but if once their faith 
. fail, then, as if the Solifidian doctrine had 
{tretche it felf into Traffique as well as Divi- 
nity, chey are pronounced Keprobates, and as 
follicitoufly avoided as the Separatift fhuns 
a perfonwhom he is pleafed to call carnal: 
Pofterns and obfcure paffages are contrived, 
on purpofe to efcapethem, fo that a poor 
Creditor mult give many days, nay moneths 
attendances,before he can fo furprife a Gentle- 
man, as to come but to ask hisown, and i 
a the 
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the beft return he ufually meets with, is fome 
empty Promifes, to bribe a delay , but fome- 


times he fares much worfe, and as if “cwere 


a crime not to ftarve filently, heis reviled and 
reproached, and harfh and conrumelious lan- 
guage become his onely paiment. It has been 
received as a Maxim, That we are all kinde 
tO Our own creatures: But this cafe fhews 
ris no univerfal rule ; for thofe who thus 
make poor men, are of all others the moft 
barbarous to them in their poverty. But fet 
thofe who thus fhuffle off their Reckonings 
with men, remember that there will come a 
day, when they fhall not be able to decline 
their Accompt to God; And with what hor. 
ror and confufion muft they appear at that 
Audit, when they fhall be charged not only 
with the mifpending their own eftates, but 
other mens, the having added Robbery to 
unmercifulnefs ? 

23. Ifinthe next place we fhall refleé& on 
the Apoltles caution of sor being bigh-minded 
Or trufting in uncertain riches, we muit turn 
to our Bibles to be fatisfied there was ever any 
fuch charge given, there ts fo \ittle of it to 
be read in mens practices. Humility is a plane, 
that is carefully weeded out ofall rich grounds, 


accounted a mean degenerous quality, thac 


like Treafonattaints the blood, and forfeits 


Nobility. Gentlemen, though they are for the 


moft pare very guiltlefs of the Pharifees ab- 
ftinence, the falting twice a week, do yet 
oe oe tyan- 
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tranfcribe the worfe part of his copy, the think- 
Ing they are wot like other men, and believe it 


“a juftice they owe their birth to do fo: They 


have mounted themfelvés aloft, and looking 
down from thofe pinacles of Honor, all below 
feem little and contemptible, creeping things ~ 
of the earth, worms and xo men. { am not - 
fo for confounding of Qualities, as to exact 
they fhould choofe their Intimates and 
Companions out of the loweft rank; I know 
pradence as well as pride has drawn a Par- 
tition-wall between chem ( though perhaps 


_ the Jater has raifed it to an unnceffary height) 


but I with ic might be remembred, that as the 


- precept of Not eating Blood was defigned not 


for its felf, but as a hedge againft Murder, fo 
that juft diftance which order recommends 
between the Noble andthe mean, is valuable 
only as a fence againft bafe and ignoble praati- 
ces, true greatnefs confifting in defpiling’ not 
che perfons, but the vices of the vulgar; Yet 


‘here alas the fence ts quite changed, and ma- 


ny who look the moft faftidioufly on the one, 
will yet mix freely with the other, and while 
they foare the higheft inthe opinion of their 
f{uperiority, do yet ftoop to the fordid beftia- 


litiesofthe moft abject ofmen, Nay, indeed 


this luré does fometimes make many of them 
defcend even from their punctilioes, and thofe 
who at another meeting mult have lookt for 
mo other treatment but what St. Fames de- 
{cribes, Ja. 2.3. ftandthon there or fit here wn 
G _ der 
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~~ ger my foot-ftoole, fhallin the rounds of good 

fellowfhip be equal with the beft, fuch a Le- 

veller is debauchery, that it takes off all di-- 
ftin@ions. But in the mean time how gréat 
afhame is ic, thac fuch vicious motives fhall 
have force enough to make them thus degrade 
themfelves, when all the Engagements of 
Chriftianity are not able to do that which is 
much lefs, to abate any thing of thofe tumors 
thofe {welling conceits of their own greatnefs, 

or (inthe P/almists phrafe ) to make them 

knew themfelves to be but Men. 

24. Nor has the other branch of the cau- 
tion any better fuccefs among them, "Tis tn 
many of them too difcernible, that they place 
that rraft in swxcertain riches , which they 
fhould repofe orly on the fiving God; fo ma- 
king his gifts his rivals, and raifing him a 
competitor even of hisown bounty, For-this 
we need no other waies of probation, then 
only to exatnine, whither itis, that in any cafe 
of difficulty or diftrefs they make their earlieft 
and moft imporcunate addreffes, for there we 

may conclude them to fix the greateft conf. 
dence. And I feare “tis too apparent, that 
where wealth makes but any the flighteft pre: 
tences, promifesthe left aid, chough but re- 
tote, and atthe fecond hand, it has moft of 
their applications. Thus in cafe of difeafe, 
they whofe plenty enables them for the coftlier 
methods @f cure, is not their firft refort thither, | 
do not their Fees fly fafter then their Prayers? 


ay _— i 
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“and are they not much haftier to invite the 


phyfitian, then the Divine! Nay, indeed the 
jatter is fcarce ever admitted, cill che former | 
have forfaken. them; .a fhrew’d indication, 


_ where their prime hopes are built, fo again 


in any difaftrous event, the firft effay is whither 
money will healethe wound , He that is under 
the difpleafure of a fuperior,, feeks to appeafe 
by prefents or buyes the friendfhip of a Blaff- 
us, Abts. 12.20. to mediate for him, He that 


isbrought before a,Tribunal , endeavors with 


the fame golden Engine to draw off his Profe., 
cuter ; to bend ahd incline his Judge; He 
whofe Wealth makes him purfued as a defire- 
able prey, expects his fafety even from that. 


_ which isthe original of his danger , and‘as if 
_ Jike a Scorpion it alone could cure its own 


{ting ; tries whether a part will fecure the 


- whole. And in the mean: time no attempt is 


made to call in Godtotheir refcue, as if he 
were an idle unconcern'd fpectator of humane 
affairs, or fo inconfiderablean ally, as not to 
be worth the care of engaging him on their 


. fide. Nay even intheir faft and dreadfullett 


danger, many feem not to quit their depen- 
dance on their wealth , fome Teftamentary, 


 eharities muft then do wonders for them, and 
ee for all thofe frsits of repentance, which 


ould fecure them from the rath to Come 2 


Even thofe that. haye drunk the blood of the 


poor, fafiered che molt of it to incorporate in- 


to their Eftates, think by difforgidg fame | 
aie hetel — 
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{mall part ofit ( which perhaps lies crude, noe 
yet fo digefted ) ina Legacy to eafe their con- 
{ciences, fo adapting their refticutions to their - 


- yapines, only in this one refpect, that thofe as 


wellas thefe are ofanother mans goods ; they 
riever commencing, till death hath diffeized 


‘chem ofall propriety, as if the iniquity of the 


2 P athers were inthis fence to be vifised apon the 


Children. Thustheir Wills become their only 
pafs- port, to convey them to Abrahams bofom, 


and: by thus cajoling the poor at parting, 


they truft to extinguifh the clamors of all for- 
mer oppreflions, and.in fpight of Solomon will 
hope, that Riches fhall profit in the day of wrath.. 
Ie will not here be pertinent to inquire how | 
many other objects of truft they have, which . 
divert them from that one, to which the A- 


. poftledirects them. It ‘may fuffice in general 


to fay, that none can be fuppofed indeed to 


gruff on the living Ged, but thofe who by fin- | 


— 


-‘figning any felf-denial. But if that inference 


cere piety qualifie themfelves- for his protectt- 
on, according to which meafure “tis to be | 
feared many even of the faireft pretenders will | 
be excluded, me : | 


" ° 25. Ifnow we preceed to the laft part of the | 


‘Rich mags Duty, the exercife of Temperance, 
we may without an Augur divine the return 
of that Inqueft , For ic having formerly ap- 
peared, that they turn that ftream which fhould 
flow in Charity, to make the fuller current for 
their Luxury, ’tis vifiblethey ,are far from de- 


were 


~ — 


biel 
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~ were not proof enough of it, they daily give | 
us ocular demonftrations : What ftudious pro- _ 
vifions do they make for the fleth to fu/BH the , 
Iufts thereof ? Rom.13:14, Nature affordsnot 
Meat delicate enough for their palats, 1¢ muft 
be adulterated with the coftly mixtures of 
Art, befose ic can become Gentile nourifh,, 
ment, and in this they are arrived to fuch a — 
nicenefs, that Cookery is become a very my- 
fterious trade, the Kitchin lias almoft as many 
intricacies as the Schools. And the quantity 
of their meat is not lefs extravagant then the 
kind; Onethat did but examine their Bills of 
fare, would think the Dogs appetite were the 
epidemick difeafe among them, if he did not 
confider they had Eyes to be fed as well as . 
bellies. Nor will they be fo Ununiform, as not ~ 
to have their Drink bear a full proportion — 
with their Meat; and *cwere well if ic did no. 
more, that their Drinking had but thofe fet 
hours of their Meals, that fo there might be at 
leaft fone intervals and paufes in their De- 
bauches, whereas now many perfons allow ; 
themfelves no longer intermiffions then may - | 
juft qualifie them for a new Excefs, recover 
their. wits only fo far, as may put them in ca- 
pacity of lofing them again. a 
26. Bat belides thefe, there is another fort 


- . of provifion for the flefh, of which they are 


no lefs follicitous,, and which many buy in | 
at very dear rates: The embraces of a Wile 
are as naufeousto them, as Manng to the Ifra- 

| . G 3. | elites; 
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elites; *tis Variety they hunt after; and fo 


they might have che Turks Seragiso,' they 

' would not ftick to take his Aahemitani/ne 
withall, Nay if chat were as agreeable to their 
reafon to believe, as to their inclinations ta 
imbrace, they would certainly reckon it a 
confiderable part of the prife, as chat which — 
to the prefent poffeffion fuperadds a liberal 
reverfion of thofe brutith delights, and would 
think they had made a very commodious bar- 

_ gain, to have fo exchanged the Chriftians pre- 
nt purity, and futureheavens ‘'° °° 
27. Toall chefe exceffes, that-of their Ap- 
parel does perfe&ly correfpond , fo much coft, 

— fo much bufinefs goes to it, chat oné may al- 
_ moft as cheaply and eafily rig out a Ship, as 
fet out a Gentleman in his compleat Equipage. 
How many Artificers go there co the peecing 
him up! He that fhould affign him one to 
each Limb, would much contrac che number, 
which is indeed fo great, that if it were compu- 
ted ’cwould be found it conftituted moft of the 

_ Trades in.a Commonwealth. A ftrange dif- 
- proportion, that the Little world fhould fo . 
much outvie the Greater, anda lively inftance 
it is of che multiplying faculty of Vanity, that 
cam improve Natures fimple neceflity of co- 
vering , to fuch an exorbitant excefs, and has 
nurft up che firft Fig-leaves to fuch a luxuriant 
growth, that the Hercynian Oaks which Afels 
tells fuch wonders of, are but a kind of Pigmy-. 
plant co chem that thus overspread the world, 
 otetyGoorle —t—<i«‘éaaw 


and from covering of Shame, are grown to 
fhadow and darken Reafon it felf, fo creating 


a Moral nakednefs, whillt they hide a Na- — 


tural. 


28. To all the reft we may add their Sports 


and Recreations, the expenfivenefs whereof 
-is.no way inferior to all the former: Gaming, 
likea Quickfand, fwallows up a manin a mo- 
ment; and how many fuch Wrecks have chele: 
jatter Ages produced? Hawks, and Hounds, 
and Horfes,&c. are fomwhat flower devourers, 
yet as they are manag’d by fome, tend much 
to the fame end: So chat methinks fuch men 
feem to make the fame menace to their Eftates, 


which Goliah did to David, 1 Sam.17 44. — 


IT will give thee to the fools of the air, and te 


the beafts of the feld. Such vaft numbers of © 
them they have, and thofe kept with fuch | 


nicenefs and curiofity, as if they had a defigne 
to debauch the poor animals, and infect them 
with their luxury. *Tis now no rews in the 


literal fen’e, to have the (bildrens bread given. 


to Dogs, and it may within a while be as litle, 
to have not only their children, but themfelves 


want it: For Prodigality is of the nature of: 


the Viper, and-eats out the bowels of that 


Wealth ‘which gave it birth, and Aétasn's | 


_ fate was both Emblem and Story, to be eaten 

‘up with his Dogs. Oe 
29. We have feen now how much their 

Practice fwerves from their Duty :Let us next 


alittle confider , whether they might not be — 
| G4 . happier, 
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. happier, if they were regulated by it. And - 
firft, a prudent overfight ef their Eftates is | 
fure far from being fuch an oppreffing burden, 
as fome are willing to fancyit: For if it be 
moderate, axed fuch only I recommend, it is 
fuppofed to exclude all painful and difquieting 
follicitudes, and then it becomes only of the 
nature of a Diverrifement, helps them off 
with fome of thofe fpare hours, whofe empti- 
nefs becomes their load, and which they would 
elfebein pain, and probably at no fmall coft 
~ todifpofe of. And I fee not why it fhould not 
be full as pleafane at the inflant, to talk of 
their own affairs, as of other mens, ( which 
yet are the ufual entertainment of thofe that - 
neglect their own, ) to take up Accompts at 
home, as Reckonings atthe Tavern: And I 
ain fure ’cis much more fo in the confequences 
or it, as much as peace is above difcord 
arid tumuic, plenty above indigence and ne- 

ceflity. 
39. 6Next for Contentment, univer fal con- 
fent fuperadds the labor of proving that a 
happinefs, it being unanimoufly accorded to 
_ bethe Elixar and quinteffessce of all that pre 
tendstochat title. to betoall thefe outward 
things, as the foul isto the body, that which 
animates and infpirics them, without which 
they are butdead, yea noifome carcaffes, pref- 
fures inftead of enjoyments. This is the true 
Philofophers ftone, that curns all it touches 
into sold, the poor manis Rich with ic, and 
| Ray issn sr ena! 


~ The Gentleman's Calling. 89 


‘theRicheft poor without it, Whoever there. 


fore defires to improve his eftate, let him be 
ginhis culture or husbandry upon his mind, 
plant there this Tree of fife, the fhade whereof . 
will yeeld hima perpetual refrefhment, *twill 
make him alwaies as Rich as he defires to be ; 
and he certainly knows not what he asks, that 
demands more. ; | 
31, The next duty, that of Liberality, may 
perhaps bethought not to have fo amiable an 
afpe& ; butitisonly by thofe who look upon 
it chrough falfe Glaffes: men generally confider 
it as a peece of {piritual rapine , an Engine 
framed by Divinesto force open their Coffers, 
and plunder chem without a War: but if they 
would but turn the right end of the perfpe- 
ctive, *cwould then have a quite contrary ap- 
pearance , they would difcern that it is the | 
means to multiply, not diminifh their ftore, 


amore profitable way of ufury, then any the 


greedieft extortioner hath ever found out. ’Tis 
a lending to the Lord. Prov.19. 17. who fure- 
ly is the moft folvent Debtor any can deale 
with, and onewho never makes fcanty retfi- 
butions, This Iam confident might be attefted 
eventually true by all thofe who have attempt- 
edto make the experiment , the only prejudice 
that can lie againft their Teftimony is the paue 
city of thofe that have fo attempted (and would 
to God men would confpire to folve that ob- 


' jection ) for were alf charitable. perfons fum- 


mon’dto give ia their accompts, I doubt not 
SS pee te Pee ee it 


- 


go 
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jt would appear their bouncy had enriched not 
impoverifhed them I'am fure Ihave met with 


-feverall remarkable inftances of it, bue never 


yet wich one tothe contrary, and therefore if 
either reafgn or prefident may have force, he 
that confiders but rightly hisown temporal In- 
tere{t, cannot but have appetite to this Dury, 


in refpect of himfelf. And yee where there are 


any bowels, this ts bata faint inducement com- 
pared with that which arifes from the calami- 
ties of the perfons to be relieved, The wants of 
the Poor are loud and paffionate Orators, fuch 


+ as caginog mifs to work upon any, on whom 


covetoufnefs hath noc firlt wrought the unhap- 
py mecamorphifes, of turning them into ftone ; 
and thefe having once conveyed into a mans 
mind a compaffionate regret, himfelf groanes 
under that preffure, which he fees crufhing 
the other, and chen what can be more pleafant 
then by a feafonable charity to eafe both. None 
doubts of the receivers delight, but fure chac 
is fhore of the givers, by how much the interi- 
or fence is more fubtileand acute then the ex- 
terior ; would God thofe who maake it their 
trade to hunt after pleafures, would try but 
this own peece of epicurifme, and then I doube 
not, they would acknowledg that all meat is 


infipid, compared wich that, which they eate 


withthe poor mans mouth, the. moft fplendid 


_ apparel fordid and inglorious, in refpect of 
_ thac chey were upon his back ; and all pleafures 


andrecreations joylefs and uneafie, ballanced 
re with 


with thofe tranfcendent delights, which attend | 
the exercife of Chriftian liberality. — 7 
32, Nor havethey in the next place any rea- 
fon to fufpect che Apoftle treacherous to their 
prefent intereft, whenhe feeksto difpoyle them 
of that either Pride, or confidence, which 
their riches are apt to create. For the former 
"tis certain all haughty perfons may véry pro- 
perly interrogate themfelves in chac forme, 
we find Wi/. 5.8- What hath Pride pr fixed us, 
or what good bath riches With ony vaunting 


bromghe us ? It would furely puzle che moft ex- 


perienced man to define what there is in Pride, 
thaccan afford any felicity ; The utmoft thac 
can be pretended is thar it is a lively cheerful 
thing to have good thoughts of ones felf, burt 
he chat can inearneft makethis plea for Pride, 


_ does in juftice oweas fair an encomium to Bed- 


fam, for accordingto this meafure that con- 
tains the happieft people, there being thof¢, 
that are the moft highly rapt in the opinton of 
their own excellencies. Yet fure we fhould 


judge him in good election for the place, thar 


fhould look upon it with appetiee. Buc admic | 
this might indeed pafsfor apleafure, yetic is - 
the parent of a far greater uneafinefs, and like | 
acarcafs breeds a worm, that devours it felf, 
For he that looks on himfelf with fuch reve- 
rence, exadts thar all others fhould do fo too, 
and when he fails in that aime ( as none fo fre- 
quently does, asthe proud ) what difquiets and 
impatiencics is he under, fuch as infinitely _ 
i whelm 


whelm all the pleafure of his vain complacen. 
cies; A little difrefpect from Afordecas 1s ‘able 
to evacuare all Hamans profperity, fuch a 
cheat and tmpoftor ts Pride, that whilft tc 
‘pretends to exalt, it debafes whillt it-elevates 
a man above others, it really fubjects him to 
them, pyts him in their power to torment and 
cruciate, and whilft it makes fhew of advan- 
cing, *tis butin the fame manner that the Rack 
extends the ftature by diflocating the joynts, 
AndthenI hope ’ewill be no unfriendly office 
to perfwade men, to keep themfelves from 
that engine of pain, or to recommend to them 
fach an humility of mind, as may preferve them 
in that fecurity and compofednefs, which 
is fundamentally neceffary to all true happi-. 
nefs. } 
33. Thevery fame judgement ts to be made 
of the other branch of the caution, the st 
teufting in uncertain riches, but in the living 
‘ God, which its moft vifibly every mans prefent 
concerament, he thatcanentertain a doubt of 
it, fet him buc-fall into the hands of fome.trea- 
cherous or but impotent perfon, that fhall in 
fome important affairs betray his truit, or de- 
ceive his hopes, and chen let him tell me whe- 
ther it be nota mans immediate and moft pref- 
fing intereft, to build his confidences on the 
rock, not on the fand. Nothing butthe ama- 
zing exigencies of a finking man, can excufe the 
folly of catching at reeds; but he that fhould 
deliberately elect fuch fupporters, would be 
: é | thought 


| 
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: thought as mad, ashe is fure to be miferable. 
t Yetthisis butthe faint and imperfe& emblem | 
+ of him who refts upon his wealtb, whereason 
| theother fide he that fhelcers himfelf under the © 
| fhadow of the Almighty, is poffeft of a moft 
inexpugnable fortrefs , for howcan he faile of 
fecurity, that has Omnipotence for his guard, — 
or be deluded in his trufts, that depends on 
Truth it felf? Let thefe fo diftant ftates be com- 
, pared, and then fureI fhall not need to antici- 
( pateany mans judgement, but may leave him 
| to-pronounce on which fide his Intereft, as 
well as Duty lies in this particular. 
34. Laftly; Temperance alfo. puts in her 
claim to Pleafure, which I prefume thofe will 
be fure to refift, ‘who place that wholly in the 
| fatisfaction of the fenfuall appetite , yet I be- 
leeve one might take even thefe menin fuch a 
;’ feafon, when they :fhould be forced to give 
_ uptheir verdi& for it, Come to the Glutton 
» when he is Jaboring under the load of an ever- ° 
- charged fliomack;, tothe Drunkard when his 
» mornings qualm is revenging on him his aft 
; mightsdebauch, co the juftfull perfon, when 
» the torment of his bonesadmonifh him of the. 
: fins of bis flefh, and then askthem whether 
; Temperance be not more pleafant then its con- 
| trary. Ican fcarce think the Devil has any fuch 
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: flout Confeffors, but will then betray his canfe. 

. But this vertue isinit felftoo amiable to need . 
; any of thefe foyles to illuftrate it , the pleafure 
i of fubduing a luft, of denying an appetite, 
é 1S 
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is not only nobler, but greater then any is to be 
had inthe mofttranfporting moment of facif. 
fingthem. Every man will call him a bruit, that 
when an Enemy isin the] field lofes the oppor- 
tunity ofa glorious victory, and expofes him- 
felf cocertain Captivity; rather then forfake 
hisliquor, or other fordid pleafure. And this 
is juft the decifion of the prefent cafe, our lufts 
are our mortaleft Enemies, and every time 
they aflault us, “cts in our choice either by re- 
fifting chem co gairi a fignal conqueft, or elfe 
by itooping to chofe defpicable cures they hold 
out to us; tobe vanquifhied by chem Hethat 
chufes the faft, if he have any fhadow of plea- 
fure, ’tis only that of a Beaft, ( likea hotfe who 
~ though he hath indeed the fatisfa@ion of re- 
ceiving meat, yet he alfo takes the bridle; yea 
the whip too from the fame hand ) ’Tis the 
former only, that is the pleafure of a man, 
which I fuppofe fufficient to evince to which 
the deference belongs, for ftire none can think 
God hath been fo unkind to his own image in 
humane nature; as inthe difpenfation of feli- 
_ city to aflign the larger fhare to the Brsirs. 
fend cherefore in this particular as well as the 
reftavemay conclude, that he is not only the 
moft pious but the moft happy perfoa, shat | 
sakes the right ufes of his wealth, — 
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Sect. VI. 
f the third Advantage, that 
of Time. a 


1. Ets now proceed to the third advan- — 
tage, that of Time, which though 

,men do often fo induftrioufly watt, 

as if ic were rather a burden then an | 
advantage, yet the differing eflimates chey 
make ofic, whenit is neer expiring, the pafli- 
onate Death-bed wifhes of a few daies reprieve, — 
witnefs that it hasareall value, For were & 
an empty ufelefs thing, 1¢ would not then be-- 
gin to appear confiderable, when allother va- . 


> 


- nities grow in contempt with us. The unhap- 


pinefs of icis, chat men learn to prize it, :as 
they do moft other good things, rather by the 
want, then the enjoying, buy the skill of tra- 
ding with the lofs ofthe Talent, which fhould 
maintain the craffick, and then only, cometo 
account it a treafure, when they can no longer 


. difpofeitto any benefit , and chat difpefing | 


alone is mt that can render it truly valuable. I 


_is therefore a moft neceflary providence to’ 


learn this art of improvement, this peece of 
fpirituall husbandry, withouc which a mans 
{elf becomesthat accurfed foyie, the Apoftle 
- O- | - . = Meee! os = | . ie ‘ . i0ns,; \ 
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mentions, Heb. 6. 8. whofe end ss tobe burned. 
Let us therefore a while examine what are 
thofe imployments of our Time, which may 
render it moft fertileto our prefent comfort, 
and future accompt. | 

2. Every man faies ( though perhaps-few | 
confider ) that our time here is but a prologue 
to Eternity elfe where, and that the. condition 
of that eternity, whether happy or miferable, 
depends upon the well husbanding of this time : 
That therefore and thatonly canbe the right 
managery of it, which tends to make our future 

' _ eftateas happy, as it is furetc be lafting. To 
_« this purpofe God hath chalked us out fome 
| great lines of Duty, from whence fo many 
leffer do arife, as will, if wewill permit them, 
ewilt and winde themfelves with every hour 
of our lives And though thefe duties are in the 
kind of. chem obligatory to all conditions of 
men, yet frequenter Acts of themare expected 
from thole, whofe Qualities and fortunes gives 

them more vacancy from fecular coyles. 

3. Forcertainly itis not to be fancied, that 
God who has put an active principle into our 
nature, fhould induftrioufly -provide for the 
fupprefling its operations in any, devote fuch 
a Sele& number of men, as an Hecatombe to be 
offered up to Idlenefs, and yet much Sefs can . 
ic be thoughr, that he fhould fo promote that 
iniquity, which he profeffes to hate, as to des 

. fign them to the purfuits of that, Manumit 
them from labor, to leave them freer for per 
“ | : = AU 
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And if neither of thefe can be fuppofed, if their 


feifure were noc indulged them either that 


_ they might do nothing, or do ill, there remains 
only a third end imaginable, and that is the - 


doing good; (For as for Sports and Paftimes, 
the beft of them come fo neer to Idlenefs, and 
the worft of them to, Vice, as the one is not te 
beallowed any, fothe other no confiderable 


part of their time.) Now becaufe none is good — 
but one, that God) Mar.10.18. we can take 
our meafures of good actions only from his - 


prefcription , and fo thofe which he has com- 
mended as fuch to Mankind in general, point 
out to this particular rank of men the nature 
of their Exercifes, as their efpecial Vacan- 


‘cie and leifure does the higher degrees of 


them. — 

4 And firft thofe of Piety towards God 
juftly challenge a great fhare of their Time: 
For whereas God may feem to have limited 
and confined the poor mans zeal; by that rule 
of preferring mercy to themfelves before [acri- 
fice to him, he does by exempting the rich from 
thofe neceffities tacitly require their devotion 
to fwell up to fome proportion with his bounty 


- tothem, who being freed from thofe weights 


wherewith others are clogged and. incumbred, 
even nature itfelf fuggelts the expectation of 
their foaring higher, He has put them at a 
diftance from the meaner cares and follicitudes. 
of life, as if he were jealous thofe might prove 


his rivals, and keep them from growing into 
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a clofer intimacie with himfelf. And thall this 
defigne of love be defeated? and when he has 
thus fecured himfelf from one fort of Compe- 
titor, fhall more and bafer be fought our, 
every the criflingeft and vileft Entertainment 
be courted to come and fupplant him? This 
were indeed to anfwer that odious chara@er 
of the Adulterefs, £zek.16.3.4. which was not 
follicited, but did follicie. And thofe that can 
make fuch unworthy and provoking returns 
to fo endearing a kindnefs, evince themfelves 
deftitute not only of grace, but of all degrees 
ofcommon good nature: For when he fo pro- 
je&s for their familiarity and converfe, what 
can be more inbumane and ingrate, then thus 
fcornfully to decline it? Yet under this charge 
all thofe will certainly fall, who do not imploy 
{nay devote) every day fome confiderable 
part of this their vacant time to the keeping 
up their intercourfe with God, by Reading, 
Prayer, and Meditation. - : 

5. Inthe next place, Themfelves put in for 
a part: But here I mean not chofe brutifh 


fenfual felves, which have in many (like Pha- 
-raoi’s lean kine ) devoured the nobler and 
. moreexcellent; but itis the more divine and 
' fubl:mated part of them, on which their time 


isto be laid out, and here they can never want 
bufinefs, thac being in feveral refpe@s a very 


proper object of their diligence. For firit, their , 


Underftandings, how clear and vigorous fo- 
ever, attain not their height at once, are 
oe not 


‘ 
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not like e4dam created ina {tate of maturity 
and perfection, but like his degraded poftericy 
make gradual motions towards it, advance by 
feveral fteps and degrees of proficiencie ; ‘nor 
can we inthis life afcend to fuch a Noa sisra, 
as excludés a poffibilicy of growth. So that 
no advantage of Education can fuperfede the 
ufeof After-induftry, that being ftill able to 
make farther improvements, bring in new ac- 
ceffions to their Knowledge: And this is fo 


inviting an entertainment, asmay very reafon- . 
ably expect their companies fomehours of the | 


day in their Studies. 
6. But though this be a confiderable, yet 


“isit not the weightielt part of that care they 


owe themfelves, For as the Soul confider'd 


in its Intelle&, may thus become their Pupil, 
fo in its Morals it has often need to be their 


Patient: For though in its Original inftitution 
it was perfectly pure and healchy, yer by in- 
habiting in this pefthoufe the Flefh, ic hath 
contracted much of its contagion, and by 


{ fhow much the more delicate and refined its 


compofition is, fo much the.more mortal are 
the difeafes to which ic is fabject , Ic will chere- 


fore require a clofe and wary attendance. A - 


Phyfician that .has a nice and tender Patient, 
mutt be very affiduous in his care, obfervant 
of all fymptoms, watchful againft all accidents. 
And fo certainly fhould men be here, they 
fhould make. daily obfervations how their 


ghoftly ftrength increafes or decaics, what 
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Humor mott predominates whether Choler boil 
up into rage,Phlegm freeze into floch; whether 
the Sanguinenefs of their temper make them - 
juftful, or the Melancholy revengeful, and 
eccordingly apply their fpiricual Purgatives, 
the Baths, or the Paleftre, prefcribe rules of 
of Diet and Exercife; and doubtlefs whoever 
rakes thefe daily {trict infpe@ions into him- 
ff, will by the ineltimable benefit he receives 
from it, beraught how great a bleffing his 
Time is; and how much a greater to have 
grace thus to imploy it. | - 

7. But though a Mans felf be a Province 
wide enough to take up a good part of his 
time, yet muft he not fo ingrofs it, as to de- 

_ fraud his Neighbor, who has alfoa right to 
fhare init. God having made man after his 
own Image. has (as part of that) ftamped upon 
him the Bounty and Communicativenefs of 
his nature: Ard therefore when welive wholly 

_ to our felves, we rafe and deface thac Imprefs ; 
and when ’cis remembred that the heinoufnefs 
even of Murder is by God pronounced to arife 
from the violation of His Image, Gen. 9. é. 
parity of reafon muft conclude this no light 
puile. Nerts it-only our Goods we are to ' 
care (for that were a very partial Tranfcript 
of that Bounty we are to imitate, which gives 
us fo much befides ) but in general whatever 
other Ability we have by which our neighbor 
may receive advantage. and fo.a man has as 

_ many imploiments o his time, as he either | 


| 


finds ' 


\ 
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finds or can make opporiunities of doing good 


‘to others. I fay make, for fure fince God hath 


conftituted Love to our neighbor one of the 


IOI 


fundamental Jaws to Manxind , we are not — 


to look upon it only as an accident or cafualty, 


but as a main and diliberate bufinefs of our | 


lives; not refer it wholly to chance’ whether 
ever we fhall do an aé of this kind, or no, but 


-induftrioufly feek out and improve occafions. 


Thus we find the Liberality of our Bleffed 
Lord reprefented to us in the parable of the 
great Supper, Luk. 14,16. where there was 
not only liberal provifions made for fuch as 
would come in, but importunity ufed to draw 
them, particular invitations made to the poor 
and the maimed, the halt and the blind, and 
when that brought not in Guefts enow, the 


tas erie Ado Hedges were to be ranfacked, 
an 


a general Prefs, as it were, made of men, 
to receive not the Earneft-penny of Death, 
( which is ufually the fignification of our Prefs- 


_ money) but the Antepaft of Eternal Life. Oh 


that all thofe who. pretend to Greatnefs of 
Mind, would copie out this Munificence, that 
they would prevent mens defires, and invite 


ie to come and be obliged by them. For ~ 


ant of this, many occafions of doing bene- 
‘fitsare loft, the modefty of fome, perhaps the 


ride of others, averts them from requefting 


thofe afliftances they moft need : It were there- 


fore the nobleft Study a Gens/eman could enter. 


tain himfelf with, to fearch the various Wants 
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' of thofe within his {fpnere, buc chenhe muft 
befureto do ic with a candid defign, the more 
‘opportunely to apply himfelf totheir aid, he 
-muft not treacheronfly inquire, who wapts 
knowledge, to deride, but inftru@ them, not 
‘ hunt out a debauched perfon, to make him his 


¥ 


Companion, but his Convert , not finde out 
-quarrels to foment, but compofethem, ina 
word, not pry into other mens concernments, 
like a bufie-body, but a Friend ; not toomply 


with hisown curiofity, but theirneed. And 


now he that pays a jult Tribute of his Time to 


thefe three grand Duties, will (whenthe other © 


' duesto Nature, temporal Affairs, and necef.- 

fary Civilities are deducted) not have much to 

‘faerifice either to Idlenefs or Vice, but will 
rather think he wants Time then Bufinefs. 

8. Butalas, the fulileifure they generally 

. finde for the dire@ contrary employments , 

witneffes too irrefragably that they are not 


' -thustakenup. It is true indeed, we finde God 


often in their Mouths, but it is rather in Oaths, 
then Prayers, as 1f they meant their profana- 
tions fhould be the onely teftimony that they 
-believeda Deity. How many are there fuch 
 ~profelt Votariesto Bacchus, Thar their Knegg 


are referved onely for him, never to be bent 


but in drinking of Healths, that feem to have 
enacted to themfelves the prophaner part of 


 Daviw’s Law , Dan. 6.5. that of asking no 
“Petition of God , Onely herein out-vying him , 
that their's is for an indefinite, not limited 


SE OF ene ae time, 
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_ ‘preventing or curing their fpiritual Maladies, 
es i H 4. | 
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time, who reckon faying of Prayers amon 
thofe pedantick tasks of their chil thood whic 


expire with the Rod and Fers/a, and can never 


think fic to debafe their more Manly itate to it, 
unlefs perhaps a reftlefs night may-force them 
to call it in to fupply the place of a more ufual 


and pleafing Anodyne. | Whether this be noc 
the pitch of many Gentlemens Devotion, I 


appeal to any that obferves their practice. 
--g, Nor have they much more to do inthe 
Library, then the Oratory, unlefs it be ftored 


with ‘Romances: Any deeper fort of reading 
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is as formidable tothem, asthe Minesor Gal- - 


leys; nor do they without wonder jook at 
thofe who can voluntarily fet themfelves to 
tug at chofe Oars: But Divinity is beyond all 


ethers under prejudice with them, decryed not 


that upon painof Reproach, none are to know 
more of it, then may juft qualifie them to de- 
ride it, or read the Bible to any other purpofe, 
then to enable them to blafpheme God in his 


_ ownftile, If thefemen may be faidatallto 


converfe with God , it isin the fame manner, 
that the Pharifees did with ove Saviour, with 
‘the infidious defign. of entangling him in his 
talk, Afacth.22. And fure the more time ts 
thus fpent, the worfe. | 


 onely as a crabbed, but ungentile ftudy; fo _ 


- 1@. Proportionably to this they acquit 
themfelves of the other parts of this Duty; 


that time which they fhould beftow either in 


they - 


they lay out wholly in contracting or increa- 
fing them , they have made a moft {trict league 
with the Fleth, and hike faithful Confederates’ 
they omit no endeavor to ftrengthen its Party, 
to fupply it with frefh forces, the expence of 
their whole day is managed wholly in order 
to that end. Thus that they may be fure to 
keep their Luft high and vigorous, they give 
- ita nourifhing breakfaft of Sloth inthe morn- 
ing, a full meal of Glutcony at noon. befides 
multitudes of collations in obfcene Difcourfe 
and Fancies, all theday: And with thefe Aux- 
iliaries, it need not doubt to maintain the Field 
againft pdor macerated Chaftity. So again, 
eft Sobriety fhould happen to furprife them, 
and gain but the honor of ene Dav, how vigi- 
lant are they to give it the firftaffault? fcarce 
a day that they draw not up in Battalia againtt 
it, and feldom mifs giving it a total Rout, and 
if Sleep like a Mift befriend ic to fteal upon 
them inthe morning again, yet that little Suc- 
cefs is but a preparation to a more fignal De- 
feat inthe afternoon , which is with many, a 
time‘allotted wholly to thefe skirmifhes; _per- 
haps the chace followed all night, nay, -pur- 
fied fo far by fome, tillan habitual Sortifhnefs 
fave them the labor of thefe Quotidian Com- 
bats. Nor is their Pride fo affronted, asto be 
forgotinthe diftribution of their time, a good 
fcantling of it is cut out to its ule, fome in 
contriving and defigning their Cloaths, and 
fome in putting them on; fome.in eee 
them- . 


“04. The Gentleman's Calling, 


Se a ed 


“105, 


z  themfelves, and fome in projecting to bead~ + 
a mired by others, fome in bearing flatteries, 
3 “nd more in refle@ing and ruminating upon 
1 them. | : | | 
t a1. As for thofe broken parcels of Time, 
1 which are not thus devoted to thefe or fome 
. other fer and folemn Senfualities, they are 
» gleaned up by Sports and unfignificant 
‘paftimes ; nay, even fome who abftain from 
the former, do yet fo wholly abandon gherm._ 
_ felves to the latter, that their lives become ut- 
terlyunprofitable. Under this number I have 
no intention to include all who allow them-- 
felves Recreations, I know fome divertifement 
is fo neceflary both to the Body and Minde of 
aman, thacifit keep within moderate bounds, ° 
itis buta jut debt to himfelf, and cannot falt 
; under any ill character, but chat which ts re- 
|  prehenfible in this matter, is the excefsand _ 
inordinacy of it, the. making that a bucnets, 
__ which fhould be but a diverfion: And this we 
_ fee too ufual with many, who abfurdly fretch 
this priviledge of their Geatility, even til it 
break; purfue their fports of Hawking and _ 
| Hunting, ec. fo vehemently andafiduoully, => 
thaterethey are aware, they adopttnefechsir 
Callings, never confidering that a Taulconer 
_ or Huntfman isindeed as meana Vocction, as 
| thofe they moft defpife. But whatever other 
paftimes of this nature any man faffers to ufurp — 
| his time , he does in it extreamly reproach 
hisfclf, tacitely confeffes, That he is unfit for 
| . | senérous' 
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aaa and manly imployments, and calls 
imfelf Childe, while he thus trifles and plays 
away his days. 

12. I know not whether I may rank the 
great and deep Gamefters in this' File, for 
though the nature of their imployment belong 
to it, yer there are fuch confiderable ruinous 
effects of it, asfeem to place itinthe number 
of more ferious Ills. And indeed, though 
Cuftom hath called it Play, yet the many anxi- 


ous fears and uneafie Commotions which ufual- 


ly attend it, evince the great impropriety of 
the Title, and would more reafonably have 
given ita name of the direct contrary import- 
ance. Butas feigned names are commonly an 


_aft of concealing perfons, fo chis Trade af- 


fumes the ftile of Divertifement, indeed to dif- 
guife its true original, which undoubtedly is 
Covetoufnefs : For what imaginable caufe can 
there be affigned, befides the defireof Win- 
‘ning, that fhould make men venture what they 
are fo unwilling tolocfe? Itis certain, he 
that plays for a Peece, has as much of the di- 
vertive part, as he chat ftakes a thoufand ; and 
were that all were defigned , men need not, 
and certainly would not fo profufely over- 
buy what offers it felf at fo much a cheaper 
Yate. I know this isa motion men think too 
fordid to own, but would God they would 
once learn (in this better fence ) to revere 
themfelves as well as others, and defpife to be 
prevailed on by what they are afhamed to 
| avow ; 


| 
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avow: But the event ordinarily fpeaksitas 
great a Folly, as Meannefs, of which there 


are too many fad inftances in the fhipwracke | 


Fortunes of thef@ Adventurers , and indeed 
there is nothing wonderful in ir, buc that men 


‘will be fo mad as torynthehazard: For that - 


being fuppofed , it isnot atall ftrangeto fee 


them fink under it,. for aman has hereto deal 
‘not with Chance alone (which yet were but a 
_ ‘tickle bottom to imbark in) but with fuch com-— 
, binations of Deceit, that even good Fortune 
‘it felf will not fecure him ;. fo that he that has 
. not learnt to Plough with the fame Heifer, is 
dike to make but fad Husbandry of it , and 


even thofe that have, if they-happento get 


fome few good Crops, yet they quite wear out 
. the. foyl with them, forfeit that Reputation, | 


with all confidering men, which fhould Jer 


them in to farther opportunities, and leave - 


themfelves to live not fo much upon their own 
Wits, as other mens Follies. It is true indeed , 


‘that hath inthefe latter days proved a pretty 


Jarge Common ta graz2 on, and fome have — 


.feemed tothrive well upon it ; but generatly 


fuch Catile meet at laft witha pinching Win- 
ter, which leaves them as bare and meagre, as 
ever, Infhort, Cheating has ufually a reflex- 
ed efficacy, and deceives none more then — 


‘thofe that ufeit, yet fucha ftroak hath it now 
got in Gaming , that in moft Companies it 
‘leaves men onely this miferable choice, Whe- 
. ther they will be active or paffive init, which _ 


methinks 


Stier” Bt ech ee 
methinks fhould be enough to awake men, as 
immoderate Tyramnies ufe to do, to vindicate 
their Liberties, and reduce Gaming from this 
exorbitancy to its Primitivayife, make it ceafe 
to bea Trade, and becomea Recreation, and 
that too bounded within fuch juft limits, chat 
it may not incroach oh thofe hours’ which 
fhould be deftined to greater concernments. 
But as it is, between this and the reft, either 
Impertinencies or Vices, all their time is fo 
pre-ingaged and fore-f{tailed, that their moft 
important incereft is left forlorn and negle@- 
ed; they have as little leifure as Will to con- 
lider the poor Soul, or fcarce to remember that 
they carry any fuch trifle about them. 

13. And now they that thus forget God and 
themf-ives, no wonder if they afford litcle con- 
fdcration to their brethren ; they will not 
be guilty of fuch an Indecorum, or deny the © 
Body of Sin its exact fymmetry, by making this 
‘pare unproportionable to the reft, and there- 
fore they either allow no part of their time to 
others,or do it to fuch inverted perverfe purpo- 
fes, asmakes the payment worfe then robbery. 
Thus many beltow Vilits on others, noc out of 
any -purpofe of kindnefs, but either to trifle 
away their own time,or to make obfer vations, 
what they can fpie of ridiculous to entertain © 
their laughter. A myfterie the London-vifitants 
are senerally well readin, who have put this 
bufinets long fince into a fetled courfe ; fo that 
the difcoveries of one Vifit fets them ina — 
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“of defaming, backbiting difcourfe for the next, 


and fo fucceflively ad infinitum. So again, 
many who call themfelves Gentlemen, much 
to the reproach of that title, if they can find 
outa young Heir of much wealth and little 
prudence, how officious, how diligent are 


they in attending him? watching him as glad- 


ly as a Vulture does the fallof a Carkafs, till — 
they find an advantage to rook him at Blay, 
entangle him in Suretifhip, or perhaps betray 
him to fome mean and unequal Match, So if 
they hear but of a beautiful Waman, what 
contrivances, what defigns do théy lay, firft 


‘ to fee, and then to corrupt her ; make ita 


bufinefs to themfelves, as well as a trade to 

their agents and factors, to {pring fuch game? 
And upon fuch occafions as thefe can liberally 
facrifice their Time, of which when any Cha-. | 
ritable office would borrow from them but 
fome few minutes,-they are then fuch bufie — 
perfons, they can by no means afford it: A 
Nabals blunt and churlith refufal, or at beft 
a Felix’s put-off to a convenient feafon, are | 
the ufual returns to fuch motions. But to an- 


- ticipate the Propofal, to go in queft of fuch 
Opportunities, looks with tiem like a piece 
of Knight. errantry, has fo little of their pra- 


Gice, that it fcarce efcapes their {cora. | 
14. And now what a heavy Bill of Indid- 
ment is like one day to be brought in againft . 
them, when God, their Souls, and their Neigh- 
bors ffiall all join in the Charge: Oh aa 
ae igh they 


they would feafonably confider how fadly ob- 
noxious they are to it, and that condemnation 
which will inevitably follow it, that fo they 
may, according to Chrifts councel, 242t.5.25. 
agree with thele adverfaries While they are in 
the way, and by yielding to each of them for 
the future a juft portion of their Time, com- 
pound the bufinefs, ftop the Procefs againft 
them. That they would remember, that of all 
their prodigalities, this of their Time is the 
moft defperate, fuch as is moft impoffible to 
redeem, and yet that wherein they are of all 
others the deeplieft concerned. And this they 
would certainly be convinced of, if their Aery 
fancies could but fo condenfe into Earth, as 
to bring them into any acquaintance with 
their Beds of duft, give them fome foretaite 
of their Dying terrors: For let them but fadly 
think what they would then give for fome few 
of thofe Days they now ftudy to fling away, 
_ and they cannot choofe but infer the neceffity 
of being better Husbands. We read in Scri- 
‘pture of the Demoniacks dwelling among the 
Zombs; but the Devil has fure changed that 
— habitation, for,thofe whom he now Poffeffes 
he permits not to converfe at all there, as 
knowing it is the propereft preparative to his 
difpoffeifion: And doubtlefs it would be the 
moft powerful Exorcifm, as of all others, fo 
of this Evil fpirit (this filching Devil, thae, 
"thus fteals from men their precious hours ) 
often to defcend into the Vault or Charnel- 
i, ee —— honfé, 
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. houfe, and byferious confideration how fhort 
their Time is, to inforce upon chemfelves a | 


careofredeeming it. © | 

15. Nor need they fear, that to redeem 
their Time, they muft fell their Pleafures, give 
up themfelves to a joylefs ftate of life , for 
though it is traethey mutt refign their coun- 


terfeic, they fhall have real Delights in ex- 


change; they muft part with their Glafs, but 
fhall have Gold in ftead of it; and as none 
but a rude Jndsan will repine at that bargain 
in the Literal, fo none buta ruder Chriftian 
can diflike ic in the Moral fence. Forinthe 
firft place, he chat imploys his time in conver- 
fing with God, isnot onely more honorably 
and more profitably, but alfo more pleafantly 
bufied then he can poffibly be any other way. 
We all fay, That God is the centre of Felicity ; 


but he gives himfejf the lie, that does not 


withal confefs, that the clofer acquaintance we 
have with him, the nearer approach we make 


. tohappinefs: For whoever believed the Sun 


tobe the Fountain of heat, and yet feared to 


freeze by drawing near its Rays? Indeed none 
but thedown-right Atheift can with any tole. 
rable Logick, difpute tbe pleafantnefs of this 
Duty: For can any whofe Faith has fet up a 


God, fuffer their fancies to. drefs him like a 


Fiend ? Put on him fuch unlovely fhapes, as 
may beget averfion, defer them from ap- 
proaching tohim? Can they call him a Deity, 
to whom they will not attribute fo Te 
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they will to every ingenuous man, the man, the honor 
of being good Company? This is to be noe 
onely prophane, bac abfurd , and if there be 
any of fo fhort Difcourfe, I fuppofe him wo 
capable of conviction by Argument ; , the com- 
mon Proverb hath affigned ‘him his Teacher, 
viz. experience; fet him by frequent, yet re- 
verent Addreffes to God, grow into fome fa- 
mifiarity with him, bring himéfelf within di- 
Rance of receiving his refrefhing Influences, 
and then he will difcover how very unkinde he 
hath been to himfelf in chus long holding off: 
Tn Humane Converfatiors we ufe not to finde 

the cuft and relith of them, till we arive to 
fome decree of freedom , they that converfe 
as firangers, areunder conftraints and uneafi- 
nefs sand certainly the main caufe of that dif- 
galt men have to this Smiricual entercourfe, 1s 
their unaccuflemedacfs to it: They addrefs to 
Ged perfectly as ftrangers, now and then pay 
him aflehe Vile, as “it were by way of for- 
mabity and Complement , and then no wonder 
‘aif it be neither fatisfactory to God nor them- 
felves: Hutthen ’cis fure great injuftice to 
defame that as unpleafant, which becomes fo 
only by their own ill managery ; : To fay there 
Isno water inthe Well, only becaufe they neg- 
le&t to provide a Bucket for the drawing of 
it uD. 

16. In the next place “tis five: their Souls 
mean them no malice, inexadine part of their 
Time. For ist, what they beltow in improving 
and 
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and exalting their Underftandings, does not. 
only bring theni in vat advantages in the end, 
But affords them alfo very fair-accommodati=: 
ons bythe way? Learning yields fach variety 
of agreeable entertainments, that like the 
Manna in che Wildernefs ie adapts it felf co 
every mans tafte, he that likes not one fore 
may fit himfelf with another;--and fure he 
mutt havea ftrangely vitiated palate, to whom 
none of them will relifk.: I can fcarce think 


‘(Nature has produced any thing fo diftemper’d; 
but men take up-general and implicite preju- 
dices, and-will look on Books in no other no- 


, . tion but as Taskmafters, whereas ifthey would 


but confider them as Companions, they could 
not mifs of one kind or other,to find a pleafant 


converfation:among them. _ ee 
_ 17. Asfor that pertion of their Time which 
is {pent ia attendance on the yet more {piritual 
part of them, ’tis rather a pift then a robbery, . 


_to help them to fuch a way of expence.. Inge- 


nuous men think it a prize, when they meet 
an opportunity to refcue from the fullage of 
time any thing that carries the ftamp of an- 


tient worth and Nobility: But this is a piece 
of the greateft antiquity, of the nobleft, yea 
‘divineft [mprefs ,; how can mens hours be bet- 


ter laid out, then in reftoring it to its primitive 
luftre, in wiping off that foil wherewith the 
fteam of boiling paffions hath ob{cur'd it, and 
by disburdening it of chofe loads of noxious — 

humors under which it labors, hike good Phy- 
OO ee ey I eee foe cians © 
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ficians recover it from a languifhing, infirm, 
toa vigorous athletique habit: And fure the 
fatisfaction of this muft far exceed all other 
entertainments. Indeed that which is ufually 


taken up in ftead of it, can with no juftice 


pretend to any tolerable complacencie: No 
man envies his felicity, but contemns his fordid 
and abject fpirit, that picks out the bafeft and 
unworthieft company ; And fhall it here pafs 
for pleafure to comfort only with the plebeian 

art of himfelf, thofe fenfual Appetites, which 
are the Common people of this. Little world, 


to fpend all his time in treating and ae 
of thefe, and in the interim lec the Soul, which 


is of fo noble an exiraction, fo excellent en- 
dowments, fiand by neglected, nay betrodden 
to death-in the croud of this vulgar rabble, 
Certainly thisisa Tragedy, that no man could 
fee upon the Stage without indignation; yet 
God knows, this ts it men daily aét over with 


applaufe to themfelves. Would God they 


-would once fhift the Scene, and let the opprelt 
Soul have its feafon of triumphing, doubtlels 


they would find it more pleafant to fhare in 


its conquefts then in its ruine. We read in- 
deed of fome Nations, that have by the rites 
of a barbarous religion been forced to make 
‘Humane facrifices, yet we find not that they 
had fo flaughtered Humanity ic felf, as to make 
it matter of delight: And has our Civility fo 
far outdone their Barbarifm, that it fhall be 
pleafure to do that in fpight of our-Religion, 
| - which 


Sot ee el - Ss - ee 


, greateft prefent, as well as future advan- 


which. they did in obedience to theirs? To 


butcher the Man within us, and leave nothing 


but our outward Form and inward Guile to. 
difference us from Beafts? He that difclaims 
this, muft neceflarily confefs the pleafure lies. 
On the other fide, in refcuing the Spirit from 


the ufurpations, yea tyrannie of the Fleth; 
and confequently, that the Time he thus be- 
ftows.is-not loft, but improved to his own 


tages. 7 ao 
‘48. The like may (in the Jaft place) be-faid 


of that parcof it which is laid out to the bene: 
‘fit of others,. which is chat which brings us to 


tafte the moft delicious of humane delights; 
the pleafure of Obliging being of all thofe 


_ the moft ravifhing and tranfporting : And for 


7 


this we need not the verdict: of Chriftianiey, 
the Philofopher atrefts it as well as the Divine; 
nay it is fo received a truth, that {carce an 

man will avow fo much ill nature as to refitt 


it in difcourfe, how much foever his practicd 


difowns it, Indeed this is a pleafure of fo 
exalted, fo quinteffential a kind, chat what 
Herods auditors faid in flattery of his Oration, 
we may fay in truth of this, ’Tis the delight 
rather of 4 God then 4 man. That Soveraigtt 
Being , though he were eternally happy in 


_ himfelf, yet-as if he had wanted of his com: 
pleat felictty; whilft he énjoy’d it alone, was 


pleafed rather to create, then want objects of 


hisgoodnefs: And a pleafure to which God. 


13 himmfelf 
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himfelf has given fuch an atteftation,as to make 
a World in order to it, fure cannot, without 
the moft impious contradiction of his choice, . 
be defpifed by man. And certainly ’tis none 
of the leaft of thofe benefits he hath vouch- 
fafed our nature, that he hath given us a capa- 
city of it, by affording us thofe powers by 
which we may advantage and oblige one an- 
other; fo pointing us out a courfe, whereby 
-we-may not only innocently, but faccefsfully 
entertain Lucifers defigne, of being like the 
most High: Jt really makes Men what the 
Heathens vainly fancied their Heroes, everi 
. Demj-geds. O that thofe who think it Noble 
to beafpiring, would thus verifie the opinion, 
by terminating all their wifhes and endeavors 
in this one Generous Ambition, and then ’tis 
fure they would not need to be told the 
pappine of this fo Deifying an imploy- 
ment ar ae <3 
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Authority. 


the Gentlemans advantage, in refpect 


| N the fourth place we.are to confider 
of his Authority over thofe that relate 


to, or depend on him: And this, ifrightly — 


managed, is of excellent ufe, though as capable 
of being perverted, as any of the former. He 


who has fecular tyes upon men, may often, _ 


by thofe cords which bind thetr worldly in- 
tereft, draw them to a confideration of their 


 fpiritual. A Tenant who chinks his livelihood 


concerned in the good Will of his Landlord, 


a Penfioner whofe fubfiftence refts upon the | 


bounty of his Patron, will ftrive to model 
themfelves to fuch a forms as may beft fuse 
the inclinations of the perfon. they defire to 
endear , they are ufually Wax to him, that are 
Flint to othets: But then, as variety of Seals 


’ make differing impreffions, fo this fiexiblenefs 


‘of theirs may be either abufed to ill, or.im- 
proved to good , this Wax may receive the 


‘image of a Beaft or an Angel. It istherefore - 


‘the duty of thofe who-are poffeft of this ad- 


vantage; to ufe it to the impreffing not of 
a ee a ne! oa Vice, 
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Vice, but Vertue, to contrive how they may 
moft effectually difcountenance the one, and 
encourage the other ; and this they may doubt- 


Jefs have frequent opportunities of towards 


either of thofe relations forementioned. 
~--2° But co none fo often as to their Dome- 
fticks and Menial -fervants; thefe‘are always 


‘fo much in their road, that they feem to be 


marked out by God as their moft peculiar 
Province: Every Mafter has fo much of the 
Prophet, that he is fet asa watchman, Exek. 
3.17. over his Family, and ought as jealoufly 


. to obferve the approach of any Vice cowards 


\ 


it, asa Centinel does that of an Enemy. ’Tis 


"a very pernicious error for men to think them- 
. Selves no otherways concerned in their Ser- 


vants, then they are in their Horfes or Oxen, 
to look -upon them only as another {pecies 
of Working-cattel, and fo they do their bu- 


finefs, “care not how errant Brutes they be: 


whereas they fhould remember, that they with 
themfelves are Common fervants to the one 
Great Mafter, and thac the fubordination of 
the one to the other fs but the wife Oeconomie 


of their Lord, who has (as in great Families 


we fee it ufual) conftituted the one as Stewards 
or Supervifors, to regulate the reft-;: and then’ 
*cwill appear a piece of enormous -unfaichful- 


-nefs, to negle& this charge. To avoid which 


guile, it will concern Gentlemen, to have a 
fedulous care over thofe that are thus intrulted 


to them, to make {trict infpedtions jnto the 


manners 
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manners of their fervants, and accordingly to | 
apply inftruétions, and admonitions, reproofs, 
or incourdgements. And that they may. not- 
tranfcribe Pbaroabs Tyranny of exacting | 
brick without ftraw, require the fuperftru@ure 
ef Chriftian lives, where there wants the ne- 
ceffary foundation of Chriftian knowledge, 
they muft: provide that none under their | 
charge be deltitute of the means of laying thac 
groundwork, .of knowing fo much of Religion 
as may bring them into an acquaintance with 
their duty. But to give lifeto all thefe éndea- 
wors “tis indifpenfably neceffary for them to 
ayow fuch a Love to piety and vertue, and 
fuch a Deteftation of the contrary, that theis 
fervants may fee that thereisbut one way of . 
approving themfelves both to their earthly, 
and heavenly Mafter. ee 
3. If ic be here objeted, That it is buta 
counterfeit vertue, which derivesit: felf from 
the care of pleafing men, and fo that this is 
but to teach them to .convert prophanenefs to 
hypocrifie: I muft yeild fo far as co contels, 


~ that where chat continues the finall motive, 


it will never availe any man. But as. God-often 
ufes-‘temporal and outward. accurrencies, tp 
produce inward and fpirituat effects, fo ict-may 
here happen, thac thofe whofe frit. appro- 
ches to Goodnefs were mercenary, .and out of © 
compliance to others, may by. coming with- 
in view of icdifcern it fo amiable, that they 


‘May after love it for its felf, and indeed con; | 


14 fidering * | 
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is fo greac, chat they might be able to fend 
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fidering the rude ignorance ufmall among the 


vulgar, ’tis fcarce imaginable they fhould im- 


‘brace it upon the bare ftrength of fpeculation, 


and therefore muft be allowed fecular invita- 
tions, as baits to allurethem. As for thofe that 
never advance higher then the meer Form of 
Godlinefs, what weight foever itmay add to 


‘their own doom, yet perhaps that may juftly | 


He accounted lefs mifchievious to the world, 
then the contrary extream, Hypocrifie being a 


- fin that cannot well fet up for Profelites, be- 


canfe it never ownes it felf of a diftin® party 
from true Piety, and’tis not impoffible, that 
the example ofa feigned Chriftian, may teach 
othersto furmount their copie, and be that in 
fincerity,which he is but in appearance: where- 
as open Vice pretends to no fach poffibilicy, 
breaths nothing but contagion, and like a peft 
infeéts communities, We have therefore rea- 
fon to conclade, that if this care were gene- 
rally taken, *twere a fervice not only to God, 
‘butthe Commonwealth, which has not more 
unprofitable, nay noxious burdens lying on 
her from any rank ofmen, then from lewd and 
‘idle Servants, who ufing their places only as 


‘a fhelter for their: floth and licentioufnefs, 
‘wher that Gourd withers, know not whither 
_toretire, but ufually either live Beggars, or 
‘die Thieves: whereas if Gentlemens families 
“were fo ordered, as to become Seminaries of 


Induftry and Sobriety, the number of them 


out 


$ 
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‘out many Colonies of ufefull and civill per- 


ns. , 

4. There isalfo another fort of relative,viz 
a Friend, over whom though they have not 
that Authority, which fprings from this fer. 
vile ftock of hopes and fears, yet they have © 
one of a much more noble defcent, and more 
vigorous efficacy ; Friendfhip has a key to 


the heart, which it may ufe noc only to ler it 


felf into its fecrets, but alforto introduce its 
own conceptions,Sentiments, and inclinations, 


it fo mixes with the mind,that it may infenfibly 


convey into it any Idea. Now to ufe this ing- 
macy to the bringing in any thing bafe and 
unworthy, is the vileft treachery, fuch as is 
but imperfectly reprefented by the treafon of 
him , who requites his friends Hofpitality by 
bringing in Thieves or Murderers .upon him : 
A guilt fo vehemently to be abhorred, thac 
none isto think himfelf at a fufficient and juit 
‘diftance from it, bue he that induftrioufly 
purfues the dire& contrary. He therefore that 
hath a Friend ought ftudioufly to contrive how 
he may moft promote his advantages, and 
thofe not only his outward and fecular, but 
alfo (yea principally ) his inward and fpiri- 
tuall. This is the onely fence wherein’tis law- 
fulto have defigns upon him, and in this he 
is not only Jicenfed, but obliged co have fo; 
he muft here ufe.all friendly {tratagems, ‘to 
recommend and endear vertue to him, make 
his kindnefs the Vehicle, wherein the more: 
ee Ua! : gratefully 
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gratefully to adminiiter whatever is moft 
wholfome, even reproofs, when they appear 
fo ; and yet by taking his own turn in being 
the Patient, evince, chat ’cis no affuming hu- 
mor,that creates him a Phyfitian. If friendfhi ps 
were thus managed, it would be indeed a moft 
facred relation, fuch as would be above che 
violations of chofe petty trivial diftaftes, which 
mow adaies diffolve them, Hearts that are 
tyed together with thefe confecrated bands, 
are like man and wife joyned together infepa- 
rably by God, and much for the fame end of 
propagation, only herein as far fuperior co 
their patern, as the mind isto the body, the 
divine ‘excellencies of a Saint to che natural 
compofition of a man. We may reafonably 
beleive they were Friendfhips of this making, 
that firft brought that name into fo much vene- 
ration, and were they again reduced to this, 
no Encomiums could be too lavith for them: 
fuch a reducement-were a work well worthy 
the fpirit and ingenuity of Gentlemen, who 
fince they generally profefs much reverence to 
the Word, ’cis picy they fhould caft away their 
adorations on an empty fhrine, The Heathens 
had Incantations to recall cheir dijpleafed Der 
ties into their forfakea Images; I with they 
‘would alfo try fome holy. magick co bring 
back fomewhat of the primitive divine fpirit, 
to animate this now livelefs trunk , that they 
who juftly chink ic aa ungentile reproachfut 
thing, notto have fome body whom they call 
2% a . Friead, 


Friend, may think it much more fo, not to 
pay all the reall kindnefs due to that appel- 
Jation: . ~ | | 
5. Having thus far given an account what - 
are the proper and juft imploymentsof this 
Authority over their feveral Relations, our 
method now requires us to refle& a little en 
their Practice, and that in the moft we fhall 
find as far {werving fromthe rule in this par- 
ticular, as any of the former. So far, alas, are 
Gentlemen from making their Power inftru- 
mental to theinfufing good, that there isno- — 
thing more ordinary thento fee them difpofe 
icto the direé& contrary. The fcorn and con- 
tempt they publickly caft upon all piety and 
vertue, teaches their Dependants, how dead 
a trade that ts like to prove to them; and then 
*cis very improbable that Godlinefs fhall with 
them caft the fcales againft Gain ; he that aims 
to get an Exhibition, or any thing proportion- 


able will foon difcermhis way lies ina quite op- 


pofite road, he muft find out what Vice of the 
Gentleman he may be moft ferviceable to, 
fometimes he mutt purvey for his Luft, fome- 
cimes for his Intemperance , and even when he 
has cloyed thofe groffer appetites, yet his 
Pride will alwaies remain infatiable , he 
muft {till provide air for that Camelion, lay 
out his whole breathy in flatteries ( a2 more 
hellifa wind then any the Laplanders fell, ) *tts 


this enfhrining his Diane which is the craft by 


which he expeéts his wealth, and therefore . 
-s oo aphatever 
\ 


whatever other office he execute by ftarts, a 
Parafite is to be his conftant trade. | 
6. Inlike manner their Servants are’ difci- 
plined-to be the Minifters of their Luxuries, 
and not onely to ferve but tranfcribe them, 
the Mafter’s Vices feldom mifs tobe taken up 
by the whole Houfe , as if they were to be che 
Cognifances and Badges, to witnefs to whom 
they retained: And though for thisthey might 
‘very well truft to the efficacy of cheir:bare Ex- 
ample, yet as if they could never be fecure 
enough of corrupting their Families, they toa 
often adde to it Precepts and Rules of Inftiru- 
tion. Thus itis one of the Fundamearal Laws 
of their Hofpitalicy , That no ftranger be fent 
Sober away , fo that their Houfes may well pafs 
for inchanted Caftles | no Man fearce that 
comes into them, being able to guide himfelf 
out: They keep, as it were, folemn Jufts and 
Turnements of Debauchery, to challenge all 
comers, and have variety of Champions to 
deal with Combatantsof allranks, In fhort, 
Gentlemens Families are become fuch perfe& 
Academies of Licentioufnefs, that the moft 
innocent Puny will there ina very fhort time 
become proficient, And this God knows is 
the ordinary improvement they make of their 
Authority ; As if they affeded to outbid the 
_ tyranny of the Turk,: in fending a Halter-to 
his Vaffals, and making them. their own Exe- 
qutioners, or thought it.adifparagement to — 
their Qualities, to go to Hell without an ho- 
norableRetinue. 7. As 


! 
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7. As for the other fort of Power, that 
which they have over their Friends and Inti- 
mates, ’tis not difcernible that they manage 
that better ; Who almoft is there,that feems at 
allco advert to the Effential part of Friend- 
fhip? What a Rarity, I had almoft faid'a Pro- 
digy isit, to finde (even amongft thofe that . 
profefs the greateft dearnefs) any that hath 
either the Courage to give, or the Humility to | 


® receive an Admonition ? But in ftead of thofe 


wounds of a Friend, Prov. 27.6. there ts no- 
thing more common among them, then the 
Riffes of an Enemy, fach mutual foothing in ill, 
as renders it inveterate andincureable, and 


' Sike-Foab to Amafa, 2 Sam. 20.10. fheds out 


the bowels; when it pretends toké/s, nay, as 
if it were not fufficient for them to nourifh 
thofe Vices they finde already planted, they 


-fow new Seeds, communicate their perfonal 


ones to each other , as if the community of 
Friendfhip obliged chem mutually to -diffufe . 
their poifons. Were many of the clofeft in- 
timacies now adays ranfacked to the bottom, 
it is to be feared this would be found the bafis 
and ground-work of them. He that hath ad. 
vanced above the beaten road, arived to the 
more elevated myfterious parts of wickednefs, 
(The depths of Satan,as they [peak, Revel.2.24-) 
would loofe much of the guift, if he fhould not 
get fome Confident, to whom at once to boaft, 
and propagate his Proficiency. ‘Thus facri- 
legioufly is this venerable relation of = 
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_ thip prophaned, by being proftituted to rhe 
vileft and moft deteftable purpofes, and by 
this accurfed abufe fuffers the faddeft Metani- 
orphofis, becomes onely a Confederacy in 
fin, a Combination and League againft what 
they account the common Enemies, God and 
Vertue. : | | | | 

. 8: Thefe are fuch wretched perverfions of 
their power , that one would guefs ic were 
fome great and very confiderable weight of 
prefent Intereft, that fhould thus byafs and 
diftore them. But when that is examined, 

“ewill be found to lie wholly onthe other fide: 
The former Section gave us occafion to difcern 
how tranfporting a delight it is, to be the In- 
{truments of any good to others: But asthere 
is no good can bear proportion with that 
which is done tothe Soul, fo certainly to be 
an Agent in that, muft far cranfcend .the plea. 
fure of all other Benefactions. He that fo dif- 

pences his Bounty, as to engage Men to Ver- 
tue by it, is indeed the magnificent Perfon, 

outvies the molt profufe Donations. of the 
greate{t Potentates; They can give but fome 
little parcels of Earth, he gives Heaven, and 
dike a mighty Monarch hath Kings to do him 
homage : So he that'by well ordering his Fa- 
mily, makes his Servants to be God’s, does 
not onely oblige the Commonwealth, but is as 
tt werea Patriot even to Heaven it felf, . pro- 
Vides it with Inhabitants, and helpsto fecure it 
from that emptinefs and depopulation, gor’ 

: — wi 
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with the general wickednefs of men feem to 
threaten it, and then inrelationto fuch his 
Servants, he is of all other Mafters the moft 
hountiful and obliging , they provide perhaps 
fome petty Annuities, he gives a {tate of Inhe- 
ritance, nay of Eternity. | 

9. This is a vaft Munificence, yet that 
which the arranteft Worldling can have no 
temptation to grudge. A Man may thus with- 


_ out a Riddle give much, yet part with nothing, 


nay, acquire that very thing to himfelf, which 
he difpenfes to others ; fo that here is no place 
for the ufual (though unjuft) Objection of im 
poverifhing ones felf, which is that alone 
which often deads the relifh, or diverts the at- 
tempt of other Liberalities; and therefore 
this fort which isrefcued from that one poffi- 
ble allay, muft certainly yield the moft vigor- 
ous and unmixt Pleafure, it being fure, that . 
Bounty has in it felf fo much of agreement — 
with Humane Nature, as will inevitably pro- 
duce Complacence and Delight, where itis 
not fo interrupted or allayed. t 
10. I might here add ex abundanti, that 

there is likewife a fecular Profit attending. it: 


For if Gentlemen had their Dependents truly 


confcientious, they would be of very much 
more ufe tothem, they might employ them 
fecurely, and need no other Spies, uponthem 
but their own Confciences , *twould not then 
be fo many Servants, fo many Thieves and 
Harpies , but fo many Factors and ame : | 


Ce 
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for the Mafters advantages: Se that here 
again their own Intereft engages them to this 
Care, though I confefs ’tis to be wifhed, that 
the former more ingenuous Motive may be fo 
prevalent, as to fuperfede all ufe of this, it be- 
ing very unreafonable that God fhould need 
Auxiliaries from AZammon, Yet asonce the 
Hraelites borrowed of the Egyptians, fo it 
may not be amifs to make this Inferior confi- 
deration a ftep tothe other more Noble, that 
even they who have yet no guft of that more 
Heroick Pieafure, may on the intuition of this 
Worldly advantage,endeavor to improve their 


 Auchority to che Spiritual good of all chat be- 


long tothem. — | 

11.. But from no part of this Performance 
nay they reap fo rich a fatisfaction, as from 
that which ts exercifed towards a Friend, for 


I no 


as their Concernment is nearer in him, then in 


_the former more diftant Relations, fo the 


Pleafure of doing good to him, muft propor- 
tionably encreafe, as that heat is moft intenfe 
which is conveyed by the neareft Reflexion. 
He who fo maintains his Vital ftation in the 
ereat Body, as to fympathize with every Mem- 
ber of it, muft yet neceffarily have the moft 
acute fenfe of what Befals thofe parts, to 
which he is moft immediately conjoyned: But 
there is no ftri@er Union upon Earth, then 
that of a Virtuous Friendfhip, and then what 
canbe more fatisfatory, then to preferve or 


advance the Health of that, whofe Maladies 


himfelf 
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| himéelf is fure to feel, to improve and benefit. 


that perfon, whoisthus become apart of him. 


Perlons i ey love to deck and imbellifh — 


the place where they sy: abhor to dwell 

ra-Stie or Dyagean byt Friends dwell in 
dea tue 9 Danger Friends Gl 
Jightful in beautifying: -and adorning ‘thofe 
Mindes they have thus chofen to-live in, in 


purging them from all foulnefs and pollutions, 


and rendring them as.pure and immaculate:, 


‘nay, as fplendid. and illuftrious, as is poffible. 
,. Certainly, chere.is: nothing upan Earth more. 


xavifhing,-then.a.Friendfhip. thus entertained, 


"cis fome Anticipation:of Heaven; where thofe 


dines of Love which ftretch themfelves to:e- 
wery parce of.the Circumfererice, do all meet 
am God as their Centre. it is indeed that 


which furmounts the poffibility of an. exaét. 


adefcription, and referves its full difcovery.go 
tbe the prize -of Experience. Let it be tried, 


aand cheg I.doubt not, but hethat hath made — 


‘the Experiment, will readily atreft the Pleafare 
“of.thus imploying this parcalf of -his Autho- 
ity Sy Ghee we shee 


: * : ° o-de 
: . e 
: ‘ ee : . o. ” ‘ 
Bg ° . 
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Sect. VII 


Of the loft advantage, tha of 


‘Reputation. 


‘L. OBS He lat advantage is that of Repe- 


vy . 
rs 3 


... J. > tation and Efteem, which is gene 


rally prefumed the due of Perfons 


of Quality, .unlefs where fome perfonal un- 


-worthinefs hath. cut off the Entail, and for- 
feited-that right. And though thefe days have 


-taught the Vulgar to defalk muclr of that re- 
-fpect which former Ages paid to :Supertors 
-of all forts, yet I cannot think the Levelling 
«principle has fo univerfally diffufed it felf, as 


totally to rafe out all impreffions of reverence 


‘towards them; fo that there ftillgremains 
fomewhat of this Talent for chem to negotiate 


with. Ic will be their part fo to manage and 
difpofe it, asto bring in profic to their Lord, 
by making it alfo an engine to draw men to 


- piety and vertue. — 


-2. This they may fometime do by Councel, 


— to.the fuccefs whereof there is nothing more 
-conttibutive then-an efteem of the Advifer, 


moft men being rather apt to confider who 
Speaks, then what is fpoken: And therefore 
perfons, whufe Quality and Education have 
a. A : = pre 
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~ prepoffelt them with an opinion of their Wit. 
dom, have'a ‘great advantage towards the 


- ‘working opnthem:. And this.ic will befit them 
_. tomake diligent ufe of, by feafonable advices 


. and..exhortations to thefe whom they . fhall. | 


; _  difcern thus prepared: for thé entertaining of 


them , -to take all prudent oceafions fo re. 


-. commend Chriftian Pra@ice to them, and by 


pulling off thofe difguifes which the falfe mea- 
fures of the world have put upon Vice and 


_ Vertue, te reprefent them in their true and 


native fhapes , the one the obje& of horror 


and deteftation, the other of love.and delight. 
_ *Tis the want of this difcovery, that has given 
 Impiety fo free a range, it has dreft it {elf up 


in-a counterfeit {plendor , falfe Gemms.and 


 Tinfel-gaudery ;. and in this glittering appear- 


ance it: marches on triumphantly, receives ac- 
clamations, yea and Obeifance too, nay: com. 
mands not only the knees (as every proiperous 
Ufurper can do ) but even che hearts of men. 
And will-none have fo mach charity, fo much — 
zeal for publick Concern, as to ancloak this 


_ Impottor, and fhew the dazled world what ic 
is it thus.bows to? Perhaps this is looke on 


only as the bufinefs of Divines,; but certainly. 
would Gentlemen alfo fet to it, they were like 


. to. prove. the more profperous undertakers : 


What comes orily out of the Pulpit, pafles for 
the foslifone/s of preaching, I Gor. 1.21. OF for 
the difcourfes of thofe whofe trade it is to is- 
Veigh againt fin; All cheic Thrafts being of | 
: Kio | 


sourley 
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-teginte, and expected ; cheir. Wirds are aswell 
sKchowts x00, cand wep daily fee Vive ‘approve it 
fel. an expere ‘Feneeb weaink chem) : Bat the 
| -gadeavddrs Gf othede, would nov be Hable-to 
lighdferprejadioes :'a Blow -fromt chem would 
aque dike cheRievolt ofa Confederate) with 
' theoadvantapenfadurprife,, and there is tittle 
- does, .buv by: friendiy :and familar Confe- 
“nefits ‘they: coigdht thbny tunes tnhduate that 
birt thensibrea fies: which-che more folemn and 
baachoricative Bxkortationsof Minifters often 
— 16 efi» ee Yee gti: <u 
ios it Coohdel willbe of tittle eficacie, if 
ne brentor sfecorided by. Examples ‘they mutt 
othdedford -Jook-their Lives be fucl ; asmay 
Dfnevnohsy beli¢ve, themfeives, witlft they go 
-gboge fo perfdade Oohets: He that'thall with 
ever! fo iprefling iAvpuments dehort a inan 
- from that Sia whic hinleif-at the ‘next op- 
eporruhicy commas) avillnever ‘be feppofed to 
— bavegrny real tlopinion ‘of tr. Bat racher fo 
Lpationatea Jove! what he is jedlous any “but 
2tinletf fhould dsave jits-enibraces :. And then 
2 futely’ chis-will-beto far‘fromavetting, that it 
wilvexcite the appetite of the other to tafte 
“ef ahat which He fees is thought fo defireable 
Sadtorbe Monopolized. © 2 eee 
ge Tndedd there ts-nothing by: which they 
Have fo’ univerfal “an influence 5 as their 
7Example = -Thidgs that are fet in fome high 
‘and’ émirtent ‘place, do naturally attract mens 
eyes to-them ; fo-that emineneie of condition 
ee ® oole Sweetin 


4 
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actions, more obfervable;., They. art dike. the 
City our Sayjonr fpeaks of, fot on ian’ bill,-and 
have by that advantagioug fipuation ahe meang 
of making. their Wight “fring. further jthen; 
other meng. ..Aad therefore.it oughyey be | 
their conftant care; by the. bright tultre of 
their exact and exemplary, Converigtions, tq 
inlighten the.whole {phere wherein they. move, 
Would Gentlemen make: this their united de, 
figne, what a happy Conftellation of aufpicis 
ous Stars-wasld they prove; by whofe henigne 
Afpec the. flerikity; of “Vulgar, minds might 
be cured, and eventhofe Clods be infpirited, 
and ‘xendted C capable of  exccljen® produai: 
Ons. ake | Mae eee ooo ee ae et aa TE 
- 5+ For.what canbe. mece.. perfwafiveto 
thofe of: the lower Ranks.to: embrace Versue, 
ee : est guade the secion of thofe vehom | 
hey fuppofe. ta. have moft judgment to difeern 
its value, and, f fall nex Qn i¢-blindfeld, ang 
who, have alfg..all che contrary pleafares: of 
Sin within their reqch, way: proftrate at theig 
feet, fuing-for. entertainment,’ and {9 ate nos 
caft On it. by, impotence, ‘What.a blur and inc 
famy wouldiit cat upon Vice; if it were once 
banifhed out of Gentile company, and ‘how 
fair a ftep would ic be. sqwards. its exelufion 
out of. all?., We. fee what:a.siatuegl gfpiring 
the jower.fort, have, to-approach to. the cen, 


dstion of their Berters.; and theagh ehechcing | 
be 


pow.aimed Only.at their Pomps'gnd Greata 
er 
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be no commendable temper, yet fure it were 
much in the power of thofe emulated perfons | 
_ to make it fo: For would they fo order the 
matrér, that their-Vertue fhould outfhine all 
their outward {plendors, that it:fhozld become 
the chagacter and diftindtive note of 'a Gentle- 
~ man, to beeminently good, this wére a way to 
tonfecrate ever: Ambition it felf, by making 
it an éngine not to fack ard torture men, as 
common ambitions do, but to zdvance them 
tordll vertuousinduftry. © 9) 7 : 
6. “He that defited to enriobfe his Family, 
“would then begin at his Mind, caft out thence 
“all bafe and degenerous Inclinations, and make 
himfetf a Gentlenian without ‘help of Heraldry. 
Thus hapily might they deceive men into Piety, 
dnd make thofe Emulations, whofe firft rife was 
méerly from Earth, a‘ladder wherewith to fale 
Heaven, And how noble, how excellent a 
dete is this; “and'yet of all others the cheap- 
eft:ic having that Proverbial property of -Cha- 
= tity, To begin at-home i The being’ good, is pri- 
_ -fnarily a kindnefs to chemfelves, and to others 
only by way'ef tefulc, and propagation, and 
eafie confequence ?’ How unchriftian, unmar- 
Jy, yea unskilful too will-ic then be, to deny 
this benefaction, which has that very argument. 
on its fide, which is oppofed'co other kinds of 
Liberalicies, thaé-fear of Jeffening a mans felf, 
which in thofe<ontraés and fhuts up the bow. 
pls,- is here in all’ reafon to enlarge and dilate 
them 5: for in thig cafe men canciot deny, with- 
ali ‘ = (te ° out 


\6 —“_ 
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‘2 out their own greateftinjury, anddiminution: = - 

ig And fure *twould juftly pafs for a prodigie 

» both of malice and folly, for one fo to avert. | 

s, the beneficing another, as to incur che greateft | 

;, damage tohimfelfinavoidingie, 

«= 7» Bat alas, tt isnot only Charity either. to | 

Others or themfelves, which ‘exacts of them 

. thusto promote Piety among. men: They have 

brought themfelves under another more con- 

{training obligation,I mean that of Juftice,par- 

cularly the juftice of Refticution, for ’tis too vi- 

_ fSible they have been deeply acceffory to its de- 

- cay ; fofarhave.they been from advifing and 

. exciting men to good, that I fear cheir perfwa-. 

. five faculties.have generally been itmployed 

J} to a quite diftant-putpofe. There are few. 

. @¢ none, that by their owa pious endeavors. 

- do at all abate the need of che Priefts ex-. 
hortations ; buc many that do evacuate their 

-_efficacie, by decrying it as the greateft folly, 
the moft unmanly fubmiffion, to yield them. - 
any confideration : As for their own Coun- | 
cels, they are too oftey in earneft, what .So/o- 
mon's Was by-way of itony,F¢c/.11.9 Walkin 
the Ways of thine heart & inthe fight of thine cys, 
encouraging and ansnating mer to all Senfua- 
lity, andif they difcern any.begin to ftartle at 
the courfe,. to entertain buve feber thought of 
that difmal end to‘ which it-teads, he is to be. 
faaght out of that Hypocondriack fit, taught. 
to look upoa it asa fpice of Phrenfie, .the loud 
-noife of roaring Muth is reinforced to: drown, 

n° — K*¢ that 


rt 
| oe 


’ 
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that'poor whifper of Confcience, and by the 
found as it were of thofe Trumpets heis in- 
cited to turn to his courfe, asthe horfe rufheeh |} 


 gntothe battel, Fer.8.6. all arts of encourage- 


ment ufed to imbolden him to rtn fearlefly on 


- t6 Damnation. This is their one known 


Recipe— for atl pangs and gripes of Soul; 
And if it be nét of every days.practice, “cis 
not that they have any better method of Care, 
but fuch arts of prévention ; fuch means of 
ftupefa@tion and obduration, that the difeafe 
feldom occurrs among them. = . 
-8: Nor do they omit to back and fortifie - 


this: with preportionable Examples, which 


God knows dre fo many and fo efficacious, 
that like 4 difmal Cloud they overfpread our 
whole Horifon: They who are by God defign- 
ed as lights co illaminate all aboutthem, have 
been the inftruments of introducing a more 
then Egyptian darknefs, chereby exemplifying . 
tHac Aphotiffhe of our Saviours,; Adur. 6. 23. 


Uf the light that isin rhet- be darknefs, bow great 
that darknofs? 


A | 
9: What a delage of Prophanenefs and Im: 


_ piety at chisday overflows this poor Nation, 


1 too. vifiblé not’ only by thedirett, but rhe 


-réflexed beats, thofe fad Judgments they have 


brought down uponit ; and though. there be: 
too many fprings which feed this Ocean, yet- 
there will {care any be found to: have more li- 
Berally contributed, then the opetr and fears 
dalous vicidafnelsofthe Gentry. : They who 

ae Spi oo, are 


are placed as Starsinour Firmament, if they 
dart nothing but malignant Influences, what. 

wonder isit, if an umiverfal Peft enfue ° "Tis 
they chat have broughtVice into countenance, 
madeit the Mode and fafhion of thetimes, fo 
that people dread the fingularity of being in- 
nocént, and a man may with lefs peril of {corn 
appear inthe moft fuperannuated drefs, then. 


.- own theObfolete qualities of Meeknefs,Purity, 


Sobriety,&c. How great and fatal a fnare this 


~ creditablenofé of fin has proved, I feare there 


aretoo many thoufands of entangled Soules 
can witnefs ; and on whom can they more pro- 
perly charge their ruine, then on thofe who — 
have advanced it to this repute in the world ? 
Mens natural pravity gives them propenfion 
more thenenough to ill, and cherefore ic hath 
been the bufinefs of Laws both humane and 
divine to.puta bridle upon thofe inclinations, 
by feare and fhame to reftrain their inordina. 


_ cy ; butthis converts the bridle. into a {pur 


when thofe chat fhould difcountenance Vice, 
thus.animate andencourage it. 

ro, For what a, Temptation is it to the vul 
gar to run td all exce/s of Rior, ‘when they 
fee their fuperiors have beaten the pach before 
them, and are themfelves immert in- the moft 
brotith fenfualities? which of chem will endure : 
to be. fober; when Drunkennefs: fhall be ac-. 


- counted fo dignifying-a quality; that.i¢ may 


“make 2 Peafant company for a Lord ? when 
Geytleaen are Atheiftical, Clowns will os 
ae | - " cis 
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themfelves very modeftly wicked, if they be 
but prophane, and when they heare their 
Betters difcharge loud Volleys of Oaths, they 
will foon find they are as well qualified for chat 
part of greatnefs as the belt, shesr Tongsecs 
are asmuch heir own, Pfa. 12 4. and will be 


glad that by fuch an eafieimployment of them . 


they.can be Gentlemen fo good cheap. ’Twere. 
asendlefs as unneceffary to enumerate the f{e- 
veratforts of infection, whichthe ill exam- 
ples of greatmen have diffufed, ‘zis too obvi-. 


, ous in the mortal effets to need any other 


way of difcovery , and. I am fure it ought.co 
be matter of the faddeft reflectionto ail who 
are involved in that guile; it being a moft dire- 
ful account, which they will oneday have. to 
make,:who have been the Authors of fach 


~ miferable vaftations, curn’d Communities of 


Men, of Chriftians, into Herds of Beafts, 
nay into Legions of Devils. 


11: Every fin even of the privateft obfcu- . 


reft .perfon carries much of contempt and 
affront to the Divine Majefty, but Great mens, 


_ vices are of a yet more Giantly frame, they 


proclaim. folemn War with Heaven, levy 
forces, and draw in multitudes of abettors | 
and confederates in their hoftilities, and God 
knows this kind of Usevangelical ofolence the 
kingd m of Heaven daily fuffers. Ob that the 
Chieftaines:and leaders of thefe’ unhappy. 
troops, would at laft think fic to found. a re- 
treat; chat they would, in pity if not to them- 
re Be fefves, 


the trifiingelt-injury expects like Lamech, 
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felves,. yet to their feduced followers, ceafe 
thus defperately to rufhon upon the mouth — 
of the Canon the Jaws of Hell. Ard rot orly 


fo; but that they would.alfo endeavor to bring - 


chem into-fome terms efaccord with that em- 
nipotent Enemy they have provoked, by their 
own pénitenc and reformed lives teach them 
the poftures of humility and fubmiffion, as 
they have formerly done that of defiance. This 
certainly isthatto which common equity ob- 
ligesthem; reparation: of injuries being con- 


» feffedly an indifpenfable parc of juftice, and 
certainly there can no injury exceed, nay 


equall this ofbetraying men to eternal ruine, 
and ‘confequently nothing lefs then the utmoft 
induftry co repaire it, can be any competent 
expiation, God geant all thofe, whofe guile 
gives theny a peculiat title to this admonition, 
may owntheir right to ic by a particular and 
ferious application; fuch as may for the future 


"engage them tothe mioft zealous endeavor of. 


reforming ‘not oaly themfelves, but others, 


_ forrefcuing their reputation fiom that fouleft 


blot, of Veing an agent for Satan, and: advan. 
cing it to chat highe(t-dignity of being fervice- 
abletotGod: 

 -¥h. But chere is tittle hope they will rightly 
confider the ufe,who are fo utterly miftaken in 
the'nature of crue reputation, A man of Honor 
js KOW Wnderftood onely to be one that can” 
{tart and-nidineain’s Quarrel, that for every 


Gen. 
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| Gen. 4.24.00 be avenged (eventy and feven fedd- 
| chat defpifes the Chriftian precepts of Meeknefs 
long fuffering, and Forgivenefs, as rudiments 
of cowardizeand unmanly pufillaniatity, and 
has no other meafure of courage and gallan- 
try, but by an utter oppofition to all chofe ; 
and whileft- reputation «s thus hung enely at 
~~ the pointof the fword, “tis a very fic inftru- 
ment to deftroy bodies, but fure not to fave 
Soules. We find daily many.occafions to com- 
plain of the Tyranny of Cuftom and Opinion; 
but f{carce any where fo much as in thofe en- 
_jaft. and abfur’d Laws they ‘have impofed in 
this matter, which were they confideringly 
weighed would furely evince them fuch con- 
‘temptible Legiflators, as would be enough co 
dethrone and depofe them; from that, ufarped 

Empire they now maintaig in the world. 
13, Totake onely a there and curfory. view 
of them, we fhall in the firft.place find them to 
be horribly impious, for. what can be: more fo, 


then thus to ceare off thofe fignatures. of Ho- 


nor, which God himfelf hath impreft, and 
vilifie chofe whom he hath dignified ¢.God -has 
pronounced chat itis the. déferetion of 4 mas 
shat deferreth his anger,and itis his glony. po.pafs 
over a tranfgreffien, Prov. 19. 11.-and again 
he that is flow to anger 6s better then the mighty, 
and he thas rulesh bis [pirse, then he thas tahgsle 
/ aCity. Pro 16, 32. But. this new notion, of 


_ Honor proclaims the quite contrary. ;-hepafles — 


for a Phlegmatick foele, .whofe- blood boyles 
sg Ee ee ae 


ae LDL 
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‘« not atthe fitft glimpfe of an Affront, and ’tis 
-~ Gallantry to offer many Injuries, buc igno- 
. minious Tamenefs to bear one. Ic has always 
Deen pc Pie of Kings to 
“‘bethe Fountatas of Honor ; what an impious 
daring ts it then to diveft him of that privi- 
ledge, ‘by. whom Kings reign? to cancel his 
Patents, and mark them out as the objects of 
# —¥corn, towhom God gives fo glorious a tefti- 
# mony? Yer thusis it daily dene to the men, 
“ | whom‘the King of Kings will honor; thefe are 
+ -atlthe Triumphs thefe Afordecas’s muft expect ; 
i An evidence how much'worfe they are then - 
§ Haman, thatallotthem. Certainly there can- 
¢ -not bean ac of greater defiance againft the 
) Divine Majefty, then thus to reverfe his De- ‘ 
{  ‘crees;~ And upon this hoftility and oppofition 
-again{t Heaven ic is, that al! the private Quar- 
1 rels and Combats on Earth are ( ason their 
1 foundation ) fuperfiructed, fo that co initiate 
» . a Duellift, his firft Challenge mutt be diretted 
'  againft God himfelf. © - | | 
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| 14. Nor are thefe falfe meafures of Honor 
}  - More oppofite to Religion, then Prudence: 
y The gtofles the Sword-men have put upon the 
| one fundamental Law of Not bearing an In- 
} jury, ‘have introduced fuch a multitude of ri- 
_-diculous Pundtilio’s, that the next Age will 
‘be in-danger of receiving the Fable of Don 
“Ouixor’for Authentique Hiftory, and I fee 

not with what juftice this can laugh‘at them 

in him and ‘his Squire- Sancho, and yet ee 

oe | them 
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them ferious enough to govern men in their 
moit real and weighty concernments. It would 
indeed aftonifh any fober perfon to confider, 
what Chimera’s they are to which men fiacri- 
fice all chac ought.co be dear-to them, How 
many Duels have been fought, how many men 

_ kill’d, ( when neither. of the Combatants were 
fo implacable but thac they could willingly 
have. compounded the matter ) only becaufe 

_ they thought Point of Honor exacted it, gnd 
the declining it would be ingJorious? Certain- 
ly the Galliesis a ftate of perfed liberty, com- 
pared with this bondage, And were the Re- 
leafe from thofe neceffarily to infer a fubjeti- 
ontothis, were thofe Slaves obliged thus to 
become Gertiemen, I thould ceafe my wonder 
why fo many of them have defpifed a maau- 
miffion: For, thus to have a mans Eftate, his 

Life, yea Soul too, at the mercy of Popular 

breath, (not only to be foit, but loft by his 

own act ) is a Slavery beyond all chat che moft 
abject creature ever groaned under. And yet 
fo prodigioufly abfurd is the World, as to cut 
this out for the Renjamins portion, make it the | 
-efpecial and peculiar priviledge of Gentlemen, 
they are fet upona Theatre, and as che Gladi- 
ators of old mutt kill one anotber, only to 
entertain Spectators. And who would not 
think Bedlam the onely Seminary to breed men | 
up for fach a Trade? Yet fo univerfal is this 


~ Lunacie’, that one may fufpe& the Inftituci- 
On of that Hofpital is perverced, thac chac 
en | ipclofes 


inclofes only the Sober perfons, whilft the 


Frantick run loofe about the world. y 

1§. But perhaps the more Malicious Duel- 
lers-will think themfelves exempt from this 
mumber , becawfe "tis their own fatisfadion 


which they defigne init, their Enemiesblood 


will make fo delicious a draught for their re- 


venge, that they gafp after it, and think it a° 
pleafure well worthy their purfuit. Bur fure 


thefe differ from the former, not as Wife men 
from Fools, but asa worfe Natured Fool from 


‘a betcer. He that would juftifie che rational- 


nefs of any Adventure, muft prove the Prize. 


- at leaft to equal the worth of that he hazards 


for it: But who that confiders he has a Soul, 
can ferioufly fet ic at fo contemptible a rate? 


‘or what man in his wits, that believesa Hell, 


will fay the pleafure of a Revenge can counter- 
vail thofe pains? Nay indeed, none can with 
any pretence put ic in ballance with the meer 
lofs of Life, for he that is kill’d (as every 


- man may be that fights ) can haveno fenfe of 


that pleafure, and fo becomes uncapable of 
the compenfation, if that were able te make it. 
Nay I thall defcend’ yet lower, and with fome 
confidence affirm, that the uneafie confequen- 
ces even of the Victory do quite overwhelm 
the fatisfation. For this E dare refer my felf 


to any of thofe who have had the anhappy | 


Triumph of a Murtherer, and doubt not thac 


if they will fpeak their experiences, they will | 
toll us that the cry of their Adverfaries blood : 


wa 


The Gentleman's Calling. 145° 


144. The Gentleman's Calling: — 


in their Confcience, did uuerly extinguifh the 
relith. of it-in cheir Fancie, . or if they were 
perfonswho were hatdned againft all fenfe of 
Divine vengeance yet the fear of Humane wag 
abundantly enough to défeac them of -tha¢ 
pleafure they expected ; fo impollible is it to 
gather grapes of thefe sherrs, tu reap any cone 
tentment ‘from fo unchriftian an Attempt ¢ 
Their Revenge :is not compleated without’ 
Blood; and if they have it, it proves a Tor- 
rent to carry away that imaginary ‘Delight 


they projected from it: And-then what colosr 


_ of reafon canary man bring, why he thouté 


x 


thus fell his Jon! for nowgh:, and’become 4 Plat 
tonick t0. Damnation? ~ me 
716. But Revenge has two ill-matcht quali- 
ties, Blindnefs and‘Impetuofity ; and fo all'its 
darts, though they carry force and venom ‘e- 
nough todeftray.all about them, yet. by being 
if atmed-revert mortally on the breaft whence 
they were fhot. ‘Certainly there is not in the 
world a more prodigious Infattation, then that 
which rolesin chis Affair: - What canbe moré 
fenfelefs;: then for me, when. a-man ‘has done’ 
nie anInjary, to think to wipe off char by ex* | 
pofing my felf to. more? -when-he‘has giver 
me. the'Lye, -to invite him‘to give me the Stab’ 
too? Didever any man attempt: to makeatp 
abreach, by widening it ?. co clofe his wound; 


- Dy-tearing it further? The Phyficians indeed 


‘talk of a method of curing fome Difeafes«by 
-Majoration, but fare: Injuries-are-nor snehe 


i _ mumbst 


we Re se Se Re Bs Se 


———- 
ch 


fe Hoss SG Sk ee a 


number of thofe maladies, sor capable of thar 
way ofremedie. The greater may, ’tis pol. 
fible, overwheim, but not cure the lefs,. as che 
more moderate Pains become inlenfible by the 


fuperveniencie of the more acute. Yer I pres 


fume none would applaud hrs. choice, chat 


fhould cail for the Rack to drewn che painof _ 


a Cut finger, which yet is no byperbolical 
embieme of this fort of revenge. 

17, But befides aif this, our modern Gal- 
damtry is treacherous to its felf, contuces its 
own pretenfion, and whilft it vainly affumad 
the Monopoly of Conrage, is indeod the mean- 


eft Cowardife in theworld, That by which 


we ufe to difernmmate bate fear from jult cau 


tion, is the fermidablenefs of the object feared. 
No man ts reproached for not fanding the 


mundation of the Sea, bue te quake ac iteps 
pingoyera Gutter, would bea ridiculous tis 
morouinefs. *Twould be neither wonder nor 
fhameto run from the parfait ofa Lion, bat 
0 be chafed by a barking Whelp, is the pro 

ieofanHare, not ofa Man. And accord- 
ing to this meafure, what: wretched Cowards 
are onr greatelt Hectors ? For what can be 
more contemptible then thofe anjalt Scorns 
of men they fo tremble ar? Which if they 
were fureto be untverfal, yee what real illean 
they do'3 man, who does not by his own fancie 
lend them an edge wherewith to wound him 2 
But neither can thisbe che Cate, cill aif borfs 


_Chriftanitic and Sobrietie be quice —— 
= ep tenes Ny L : : of 


see my, 
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~~ of the world, , Fortoa Chriftian, 7% "cis. cer 
the irreligion of Fighting a Due] would wae 
molt infamous thing, and even to a {ober 
Heathen the folly of it would be fo t00,;, fo 
that he can be inno danger. of either. of cheir 
reproaches,. for declining it, ., And when asl 
are ferafide, whois there whole cen 
be at all confiderable 2. Yer this fo il 
{picable thing is it, . which fo terrifies and 
zes them. : (And how fhall_ we. define. papas 
dife, ifthisbenorit?., ...,.... lL boA 
18. Andas ichas the nature, fo has ats 
Fate of ‘ittoo,which ufuallyia by fleging ar 
ginarie danger, to fall intoa, nl Men ® 
that they ma’ ‘not be thoughe ¢ ‘owards , ani 
by fighting they hey.do. Pears become 

ut aif, rufh ves. U r 

pit formidable mifchiefs, ig Sc = 
crow. into Aerie And now ‘whata. tig : 
4S, this thin 
ftartles, at t he 


unted! 
Ey fo ve 


‘Fear makes ¢ 2, svoulc 


Keni Poesia kind of i parol eee I her 
 peristafi sanight § 30..On. 10 fi : 


ya 


ro 


yell eee A pO ee PET se een see i RE 


that Penitenciat’ Fear, ‘propet to thofe who. 
ai deiberaely provoke the Divine Ma+_ 
“ey ie! h us sae eke ae aad ata =. | : 4 
Ol rg. And that Very Deliberition~is a cird. 
Ciithittadce of fo Preatan ‘eriancement, as un=". 
iiesfurably’ heightens the fin. “Sudden -adts’, 
fis)" be capable Of fore alleviaciohs -by the: 
firtprifethey maké ona mans fpirit : “but cons: 
thived‘and prémedicated: Crimes can: have ng 


Ve eh ee 


er td 


7 


rhitder dppearance then of obftinate Rebellion: 


And this aggravation can fcarce éyer bewant«’ 
ing cd a Duel, «many hours, if not dayes inter- 
VeHihy' between thet defignnidnt and the exe. 
entigh. And inthat interval “cis not poflible: 
pohiches Opiate Receits in'Sathans Difpenfa~" 

fle to keep the Confcience’ {o “drowrfie, that! 
it fhall not ftartlé, bie ic will undoubtedly: 


réfent to a man che ‘horrour Of ‘thar ‘het 


¥omg about’: whichis rio lefs' then the én 
ore himfelfin a‘double Murder; his own,’ 

rd’ Ins“Adverfaries. For the wilful hazard’of- 
Both’ faftens on hint the guitt, though both: 
Happen to furvive the Combate. But if it bé’ 
g artet Arg e (ds he has much -teafor: 
t 


~~ @ « 


cb expe, whd chusparshimtetf out of Gods 
pfotéction, nay* dares his vengeance’) whit: 


plEblehope can remain for him, who thus. 


dies in chat ‘very ad of the gredteft fin? We: 


ate gerieralfy ‘ape to chink but uncomfortably, » 


Of THO who make away themfelves :' but cer. 


tainly ntany of chofedeferve to beCanonized,. — 
in'compatifon with a man ‘that dies int vee , 


2a L2 


a 
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the principle of chat being often an. exceflive 
Fear of Ged; ‘which fare:isief culpabit, ipa 
a prophane: contempt of ‘him.:: Befides othe! 
temptationinchat cafe isufaally more: yrodtak: 
and impetuons; it- being ¢: Sapehapet, pee? 
cherifhr and fomented: by: pega ile 


moi untraGableand obfunate of ali sey lca 
whereas the fng eftion to. this hach' sv fasts, 
. Auxiliarie to it, the original of: — 
_ being: from woofreea jelici¢. 
‘Jadity,chac;ofhow heinous a kind fotver;is ive 
but a fingle fin, ‘whereastlus, as I'faxl before) 
inyolvesacwofold guilr. And of bew crinifem 
# colour. maf that foul ‘appear. before Gudd 
(Teibunal, chat isthus deuble-tied in hload 4-; 
‘20. And-nowwhocaa choofe but crie.cust 
inthe ‘Prophet EB fr7’s ftle, Hear O: Hermoars: 
and bearkexO Earth! : What fran ef wonder’ 
and amazement cen bear proportion with she 
of men, that can daus ktoses 
ingly and confidexingly refh theinisly¢s:upes 
fach un{peakable .mifchiefs? Dfpecially -febew 
berethey ‘want. even that miferable nore 
which ferves co vembolden them: to orhes: 
viz, che ho a furore repentaace.for t 
that make bur the flightett menfares of-chat; 
can {caece faticie any. opportunities of itin thie 
cafe: fince to him that dics’ there feldomea rex 
maine “any fpace-of interval beewettn bes fe 
and his death, ‘ho time fer::thofe clouds t= 
gather, chofe penitenial eae reaches ar 
which fhould ieshcie bush mnotty 
or 


at 
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PE gE rn ge ee re: yen 


orifithoze did, yataybatexpeation is there; 


hefixould ‘imploy it to any effect > Such: pre-: 
fadipmousconisderare fing nauutally: work gn 


Obedwration in die-beart, which nothing but an. 
etenoqoydanaric racy, ea 
facdh ahigh and:daring provocation ’tis:very, 


ace can.-retnove+:and ‘after: 


reafonebie to expect. God fhould- withdraw: 
even the lowelt-déprees, bit: fare not chat ie, 
ftieuld adde higher. ree ae a ee 
bio. ‘ThefeConfiderations are. all of shem fo: 
joys, chat: they: aacurally figgelt' chem-' 


OY 
felved:) Andicertajnly they are fo weightie and ' 


prelting ; that ’tis a Prodigie-to {ee they fhould. 
bd foluniverfalty ineffe@ual :. which can pro-. 
ceed from: néthing but the want.af clofe and: 
févinns application. Would men dare but to 
soees fingle with their own. fober.chonghts, - 
‘swould: certainly fuperfede alk: other Deeds. 


toadde,: but to invite them to this one encoun) 
#eeyitorbeletch them to grapple.a while bur; 
wich'the force.of reafon, a combatofall others: 
tho ‘fecureft,:.where.to be fubdned is more! 
glorions then t conquer in any. other: and: 
wheis it has defpoyied them of that falfe. cous: 


| po may expofes them to fuch difmal raines,, 
oe 


thititco reinfpirit them. wich.a truc one, 
fact:a3- may give them daring enough to ftand, 
op againk . chisifo more then: Barbarous 2: 
cxftame, te endeavour to banith. it ont. of; 
Chriftendem;: and fo- takeoff that repreach, 


OF a 
aD 


‘Siere remainstherefore nothing more for me, _ 


‘which ourprofediion Kes, unsie. som Dimde,. 
: es : 3 : O . 


1300 THe GinrveawsiC aitiine. 
ous a practice, which having no othet Fenwet 
but Prefcription, therd needs hocking 'bucitded 
{uetude to deftroy it. Let*évery man'for:ins 
own part firiétly abftain fom 7; aad avow 
the doing fo, ‘and then ‘by'‘cedfing to bea has 
‘fhion, it will ceafe to beat aff! "2249 to 
7 22, Bathe miferie® of ic-ts, ‘no’ ndary swol 
‘affume to be feader in this 'fé noble‘an ‘enter — 
‘prife, ‘to begin this fo neceffarie a ‘reformat 
tion: which though ic havé fo mach mavoet 
‘compliance even to carnal Tnterefts; ‘cherie 
‘contrarie, that I doubt not many wifh: iewere 
univerfal , yet till it be fo, they chink *awillbe 
‘ancreditablé to any particular perfon.:' Bur 
“were that the certain event of it; *tis fore chat 
‘geproach ought to be defpifed; wheir x tomes 
“in competition with Dutie: ‘Tn thiscafe the re- 
folution of David (as great a- Ssverdmaria 
-any of them ) is moft proper; “P'w#d .ét be 
“more vile then thus, 2 Sam.6.22; Atidicet- 
, tainly aman cannot pafs a' more glorious Mar- 
ctyrdom, then to fuffer ignominie upon: fuch 
“an account.’ {4m furé *usd'real fhame to fee 
. that men cari offer’ violence to alltheir: dearelt 
_“gomplicated Intetéfts, to comply’ wilt ehac 
anchiiftian cuftome, yet canriet‘erofs a {ingle 
_ imaginarié oné, to Inpprefs ie?!) 29! a22et 
“23. Nay the trtich is, theyereate PunGifives 
*an this café,’ by which chettifelyés will nerbe 
. Boyern’d in aily otter. ‘Ina Comimen Fsredbes 
“any pian fafpend his own endeavours; till he 
“fe the whole Town runtinyto quench the 
—F ee ie oe flame? 


. 


SS ee eS eT Le wee 


— 


been: at; the. of biliftimas,:.c Ompany,.. when the 
halefe bagen $9-fall,, fude. 16.39, would he 


350 


oe ee | 


fiagne? On if one of thefe popular perfonshad ~~ 


havasodreadedche dingplarisie of 4 folitarie _ 


efcape,i aa nocta have attempted it, cill fholés 
of others had led, she, way ?.. We, have had 
fome-experience, under, what prejudice a pyb- 


Fiok: AG falls, ,that.ts:by.its makers precluded 


frorn being apretident, And fure thefe men do 


‘eacitely ( yetvery.inselligibly ) accufe the uq- 


aeafonablenels of this.fear, whillt they con- 
fanedtito-this fiagle.initance, - ‘And me thinks 


| Sdtexebdur jutt,, they fhould be required to be 


REE NE el 
staings,;by.¢ e fame,meafures.;, which would 
we seduce them.o fobrietie, then all. the force 
Of Arguments, ., on nee 


Pomel re es See rae ae 


isfutean antidye, again{t this malady, a way 
_eonfeparatetheRuric trom the Contempt which 
‘chein fancies have fo clofely annext to je; and: 
othasis; by: making their, lives fo, uniformly 


‘Christian, -thatit may. be evideng, “tis Confci- 


venice) not fear thar works wit them, Without - 


For to fee a man,who.cramples upon all other 
santamands of God, ; catch up this, asa buckler 


h 


» sttarivable, nate impute,chis co any thing but 
> Cowardifedbut whenthe whole tract ola mans. 
-Ahifeis. ome; conginned conrle .of Obedienge, 

@; FORKS lenge, 


ex’ 
a ites L4 


-y@geink a Challenger, who can, be, fo blindly 


fo men will expe®. he: faguid: ibddates. teas 
pon this octafion. To thisimay be taddeda 


¥ 
ofhnvand is tered: ifthe shen Drew: himnfelf 
dating “cwill ‘be: apparese;. thec,‘tis wat she 
Rear of Deh,’ bac Sit; ‘whith sotks- tap chs 
fword from private Dadis, .: Ocwhen thereis 
‘hd ‘opportanitie of Wa aQive co Att jam 
ove his paflive d- conten oy 
fat fable to any? fufltring, chas 
the: difchergeof a good conignde:: wand: bf 
“this'there is little fear’ € in: thefe dayes efpecs- 
‘eb to: Want-oceafions. He: rhae does thn, 
“Wil be in ne danger to bedefienet:. for deel. 
Hing Daels: but om the: contraric fagh: an 
nable preci¢ will extore:reverencé from adi. 
‘there being fucha venerable amiabificie imi, 
that the moft prophane do even againfbsher 
* itt, bear it ome inward refpadts =) °c 
>t Let not then thereforeprerend.the Frer 
‘pf veproach,’ ad an: exeufey:: fipee vhete:i¢ fo 
‘Seadie ¢ Sa/v0 vothat objections: bat terthem 
‘vic xn affidnots practice oF all-ogher:Chextean 
tues. render this’ alfo: ‘feametathenn-iend 
astifie therifelvew for the: prdpagacing, it:to 
‘Others. “And Ohi that we-could-once fecal 
si quarrels: “amotit. Genslemsw cournsted 
* ‘into’ this ori¢tioly-conteneion, ‘who fsdaldibe 
Z deftinthis Heroick acudmpu: ‘Tis: the 
|  Bilfe notion oPHbieur, vee isond of Satans 
« fritetpal Citadel, s He Bien ” fay) elses anak 


z 


sie Tus Ganritnans Garde. 


\ 


- pfieit, he thagbyfeafonable advice refcues 


esd the affauling of chat,would bean atchives 
manb:of fo mwale.glonie, that he chat could 
profpét ia.it,-iemight. juily challenge the dig; 
meee nes nto promiles, 2. Sane S. . 
lefibbing Chief iad Captain. Here then they 
siaytowhully quench their. chic of Honour, 
aida cand that Of Ikevenge teo,.: by wrecking 
aheiy mot matice en thistheir fo grand Baer 
ent. Levit, beconitmmbred how, long, ic. bach 
Ayefpeled and: cheated the world, and. be ex 


- qhotedito.all. chefimmes and dereftauion of 
‘w ifcovered impofeur,.. Nay:let.it be. brought 
4009) Solemn atraigament, thefe-inaumerabie 


_mnuxchees of whieh it hasbeen guilsie, charged 
—— todesth fp urcerly extig- 
rpuifhed, chat.st. may mever again. appear in 
the morid, swhilft-all good men appland the 
Jahon, and inp Soda. 4 thiton enewetes pert 


36, Having thus reflected on the commom 
vabiefed of Repatasion all that remains js Co con- 
ofider haw injuriovs men- are, to thenifelves 
riostheit ili maeagerie of this, Talent, .which 
cimiphe beienpnoned nat ouly. to their final ag- 
i pount, bat-even: their. prefeng. pleafare. Foc 
iiman frem :a..cousie of fin, will infallibly feel 
‘founactereblea complaccriciein having done 
oy that heiwillfinde be wag kind to, bimfalf, as 
aiwell ascheotber, and will Baveno rempraton 
esgonbink bim Sd faniprofitably mployed chong 
bas indies Teas ee B ing . 
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ing Gunerd co: repentanee id fomoble, {0terape- 
jog adeign, thac. it. drew: éven:God, himiei£ 
feom Heaven to profecute it;,and sthaz- des by 
sheap.and eafte means; :but by, all hele Safe— 
gings, which humanenavaxe moft tremblesas;: 
yetduch was the: joy of Mans ;falvation, which. 
qwvas fe et before bim, as enabled: bis CO endure 
rhe crofs, end defpife the foams, Hobt22-Ow 
nigh a bargain will. ic then-betoa manke par- 
sake with him.in thar joy, toi share. with Bim 
anchatprize; upon. fo much .¢afer, terma;--tp 
gay dura licsle breach for thac,, which.exhad- 
died his blood, and to become (in a, lower i- 
Sfetiour fenfe )aSayiour without Grofs? -44 
', 127» in likemannex, he char by: a fhric-aad 
. exemplarie-conyerfation fets himfelf up aiaga- 
smear; to.dir eat mnen in,chis tyrbulent and dan- 
serous Sea, hislight, .’tis, true, goes forth.co 
sothers, but the warmth and cherifhing heat of 
What ewalung reflexions mey,hemake ypan 
Aumfelf, chat: ean..make. good: St. Pauls pre- 
steflatinn,: 35:20:26. that he 4: pare fromehe 
— hboad-efiall: men? That he hath not by any, lesa 
" p@aloys: example eninared any: foul; -bug.an 
__ dhe eantraric. hash -by. pofitive illuftrious ads 


of Vertue endeavoured fo to adorn his Chrifti- © 


enprofelfion,: as: to, draw.in Profelytes not to 

‘theiname,:-busthe obedience of Chrit? That 

sliathamade it his :buGineds to ftand in, the gap, 

“netionly by: his Interceffions with God against 

ithe Plagues, butby: his codemeonty sith. Men 
/ again 


baits At 


\ 


-againft the fits of the Nation, ‘and by fteady 
ospofting himfelf: againit | the inummlation of 


as sMaloaniage’ of Reputation a ry 23 


Ystophanenels and: ‘licentioufnefs, Hath: ine 
-gited orhers to: grvefome ftop: to chofe impure 
currents? Idhas alwayes beer accounted fo 
glorious athing to redeem ones Countrie from 
sfinverics that menhavethought their greatett 
hazards amiphy paid-with cheTitkeof a Patriot. 
“Bist there is ad vaffallage: fo ipnobie, -no fere 
reicudefo mifetabie, aathatof Vice, and zony 
ofequentty Ho atteript fo worthy, foingenuous, 
-£ts tatisfa€corie tothe: undervaker, as co: break 
~that yoke: He tliat afpires ‘to no more then & 
private Infiscence, is only. on the:defenfive 
ipard, ‘flands upon his guard:againit Satan but. 
~Jre chat aims at this fort of pablick: reformatt 
~igvis,: maintains an invafive War againgt him, 
vand:fo more fhakes his kingdom /Thetreducizy . 
lofany finseristhe difpoffefiing him of fo much 
lief his afarptterriterie, ‘and weakens ‘hiskm- 
opire in: the-wovld. - ‘Thistis indeed: the-true 
-Picbliok Spirit s which though nmany have pre- 
vdended co from:whom. we difcers nothing of 
-thefe effe@ss yerthole very ‘pretenfiops bear 
owitnels 0: cheexcellencie: nf the: ching aad 
2eughe to atiimate men ‘to besindeod, :whatlfo 
-xianly have coveted to bethoughies: 9 10 
2 1287] fiuppofe Lneed:net go onto the other 
igfiftahee +. eVeriemans fenle, *withoncvonfalt- 
dng either bis: Reafon: or Refigion; swillsBe 
‘able co pronounce: thanctis, better to. cbe-n 
cpeaceithen Hofihitie; od. haved whole!thema 
i Yereares : | * wounded 


wounded boris, 10. keep . fecutely hit owrbiia> 
tion, then tg be huncid like-4 Putpridgic'omibe 
Alountain3 yi the. Menger: wf blued: Shd 
greater: jache: miracle, : hat: men: wite tee 
. all ocher inftances. dexotd chesuklves wehiily 
totheir fenfualitie, fhould here only abjure 
ic, that when bodie and foul come in compe- 
tition, live as if they had no foul, yet upon 
this occafion can dare, as if they had no bo-. 
dies. Oh that men fhould be fuch ill husbands 
. of their fufferings, and thus enhance Satans 


be taken out of their hands, how many chap- 
men foever they fee about it, they may fecure 
their Eftate there firm enough by thofe fins 
they have more guft of: why fhould they be 
.thus madly prodigal to our-bid the common 
rate ? Mutt Gentlemen buy Damnation,as they 
ufually do Wares, dearer then other men ? 
- How.is perdition become fo amiable, ‘that like 
Rachel'a donble fervitnde is judged light for 


it; whilft Heaven in the meantime, like Leah, 


| a fomuch defifed, that ’cis thought an injury 
to have that obtruded on them, though. upon, 
the cafieft terms? Certainly they are ftrange 
transforming Opricks which thefe men make 
ufe of. Would God they could be but perfwa- 
ded, ifnot to break yet at leaft for a while 
to tay by thofefatfe gtajfer, amt 7 
in their genuine and proper fhapes ; and. then 
Idoubt got they will difcern thar Honour to 
_ beinfamie, which fers men at defiance the 
: 0 3 


J 
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aad eta ntatjon then‘alone becomes 
eftimable, when iite.'a' Raver! i¢ payes its Tris 
bute tosthe:Ovean,” “promotes Hie Glorie;. at. 
whestéeet Kings: { without: cuniemion caf: 
aa ar arr marl BS Gn ay 
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Ay. pig. We 


prepefed 
| Sf mrveyed. ifinaly bape 
whieh Pee ee. enjoy; and may ‘fier 

¢ the fame Teftimony, which Calebwit 
wie aid of Canaan, Wamb: 14,:Fhei 

d which we paffed thorow to fearet’ 
it, is an extceding good: Land. “Tis ® 


rich and fertile foyle wherein shefe men wb. 


planted, fuch as bath a natural aptitude ands 
Vigour to prodace the moft excellent’ fruits, 
But Paradife t {elf required rf hid “aed 
therefore we: finde Adauvbad that workafs' 
figned him ‘sn: bie Innocentey,: * Anil far iy 
shefe hie Sons may well fubmit te the {arr 
bakes by the faithful difcharge whereof they" 
may-make fome aepréaches towards: ‘hag big 


priflsue fiate, weber Peat eke AGN . 


aedt need. pot. ‘be: again: decade weal 
| thee all hee thets. Recests have Weir ppro\ 
al 


F 
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gia and particular ends in Gods a{signment, 


"Twill be more efi to remember thems 
how neerly they'ark contern’d\sat to pervert 
the Councel of God agatnft themfelres, by 
negleiting ta. gue thera their die expetied 


_amprovements, “For though he be a moft 


Uiberal, yet 6 be not.a negligent Mafier, 


bat keeps. ae. ema and paattial account of 


whatever. be thysdelivers. out, and will not 
fal fevercly ta. avenge the embexeling of 
hes.goods.. “Indeed fuch an abufe has fo 
Kotal anEfficacy, thatst guste changes their: 
Thasure, coments them. from. Blefsings, 
to, ithe. -beavie Carles :..woald. Gad ‘tod 
many. men had not thus exemplified ther! 
own de Strudive’ power,.and. bya kind of: 
one brought: darknefs. act sof 
ze) AB it: SE, Se eres eee ae ‘ a 
ge Bat. 2s pitythey. fhould be pres; 
mitted. to-flecp tn thas darknefs,. which) 
shemfelwes. have. mage, snd: therefore sf: 


* thw ligde-.Tra@ fhall fall. into.amy fac, 
hands, £t. must-avaw to come upon. tbat. 
upcivil, yet. friendly Errand, to. disture: 
theer. re St > ke awake them..to . fome Confie: 
deration, and as Philips Monztoar. mas te, 


reamember:him, chat: heawvas but asman, 
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of their freeft enjeyments they are fic 
i hi gee knew nes bow foom 
sheir Lerd may fummen them to sbeir 
Accounts, And a veg oonfis ion = 

conflernation Appear at 

gr > whe bave fo unfasthfully 
/ managed their truft>? °Tss therefere mew 
me longer time to dally, but 8) an afsinwom 
_ care and diligence te exdeavour te Redeem 

’ their pas all busbandrie, left they rum 
the Fare of that Evil fervant mentioned, 
Matthew 24. be furprized te the mia 
of their Inovdinacies, and have thew por. - 
tion af{signed them én weeping and gnafh- 
ing of teeth, _ | : 
4 And new what ObjeBion cas they 
posibly make against toss fe necefjarse a 
Caution, which « founded upon fuch Af 
trues, as fhould methinks enfallebly pres 
val upon all forts of tempers é If they bave 
any fence of Fear, here are thofe Terrors | 
Of the Lord, which ave —- enouch 
tofet even a Belthazzar ( though weth the 
Cup at bis mouth, bis Concabines by bets 
fide) atrembling, Certazaly he mufp 
wot be only frozen but petrified in defpes 
vate rmptette, whom even 4 glimpfe of thofe 
sternal flames well nok be able to defjolve.- - 
- 5. Bat 


ara =e SUS OTe St - 


had bids thee do fome sree) _ wouldst 
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"5, But-if Fear.(though of God) 


00 degenerous a Paffion fot a Gentleman 


to.own', this advice-can upon as good 
grounds "Addrefs it felf to their. Hope ; 
thereis as well the Foy of the Lord for the 


Faithful ; as che eutter darknef for the 


anprofitable fervant, For though.God 


have Right of abfolute Dominion, and - 


might exact obedience on his ate: com= 


mand . yet he is more pleafed to thew 


, him (elf a Benefaétor then aLord, and 


therefore defcends co treat with men by. 


the more gentle, and inviting methods 


of Promifesand Rewards, Nay, indeed 


the end of hs Commands is onely to 


make us capable Subjects of thofe Eter- 


nal Felicities he defires to beftow. And: 
this furely is enough to excite meatoa - 


difigent negotiating with thofe Talents 
they have ‘received , {ince it is indeed 
themfelves they are ‘trading for, The 
ftock it is true is Gods, but al! the in- 
creafe of it will by his bounty certainly 
devolve on them; And therefore as Naa- 
vhans Servants thought the cure he was 
in.purfuit of , deferved a. fubmiffion to 
the fevereft Pre(criptions, If the.Prophet 


‘thed 
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thon not have done it ? 2 Kings5. 3. So 
furely we may conclude thofe endlefs 
joys propofed by God, are cheaply eara- 
ed even by the moft exhaufting Labors, 
the moft vigorous Tasks, 

6. But fuch isthe Tendernefs and In- 
dulgence of our gracious Mafter, fo ear- 
neft his defire of difpénfing his Rewards, 
that he will nor truft mens floeh and folly 
with fuch a pretence of defeating them- 
felves; and therefore hath annexed no 
fuch condition, We have feen, throagh 


all the feveral parts of Duty, which con- — 
ftitute the Gentleman's Calling, that they | 


are of a quite diftant frame, not Totls 
but Refrefhments , not Yokes but 
Crowns, fach as differ onely in fize from 
thofe Celeftial énes to which they tend 5 
fo that here is bait even to the greateft 


voluptuary. And who that obferves how . 


many fuch there be, would expe@ chis 


Fruit of Paradife fhould ftill hang un-_ 


touched; yet fuch aprepofterous Tem- 
perance havethey put on, that they are 
proof againft all thefe alurements, Good 
God! what contradi@ions are men made 
up of ¢ Ic is the bufinefsof their lives 


to purfue pleafures, and yet when ~~ 


Dee 
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‘of the moft refined and exquifite fort 


would ria into their embraces, they 
grow coy, and cannot be courted tore- 
ceive them, Wedaily fee the Devil hath 
his Martyrs, it feems he hath his Afce- 
ticks too 5 and fo witty is the World 
grown in creating fins, thae they have 
found out a fis of felf denial, Would 
God thefe abfurd Mortifiers might be 
perfwaded to remit fomewhat of their 
feverity, the moft rigid Orders in Re- 


ligion have ftill indulged fome relaxati- — 


on, fome times of Feftivicy ; why fhould 
Satafs Votaries be fo much more zealous, 
then Gods, as to make their abftinence 
fo perpetual ¢ : 
7, Ic Géaks indeed the Criejty of 
thac Mafter they fé:ve, but foit does his 
Policy alfo, he well knows chac if thefe 
Divine Lights fhoald but infinuace chem- 


felves; they woald foon undermine his | 


waole Foundation; fo ravifhing and ac- 
tractive are they, that nothing but a per- 
fe& Ignorance of them can be Amulet 


_fafficient againft their Charms;and there- 

fore it is his neceffary concern to keep 

men from ever tafting of chem, theleaft ~ 

-rellifh whereof would be fare co make 
ue Me 


2 — then 
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them defpife all his adulterated delica- 
cies, So we fee he can give fome rational 
account of his part of the matter. Buc 
what can Men {ay for themfelves, who 
play his game for him, even when their 
wn fouls areat the ftake, that at once 
yenounce that Eternal intereft, and Pre- 
fent pleafure?. This is indeed in Davids 
phrafe, 2 Sam.3.33.40 die as a fool dieth, 
‘Their hands are not bound, nor their 
feet put into fetters, no excrinfick hin- 
_drance Sies on them, why they may not 
firetch forth their hand to this Tree of life, | 
and eat and live happily here, and glori- 
oully for ever, And yet like Solomons \ 
- Sluggard, they hide their bands in their bo-¢ 
fom, and will not (o much as bring them to 
“their mouths, Pro.19.24. 
_ 8, Thisis fo ftupid a Folly, as none 
_ that prerends to common fenie, would 
in any worldly concernment be guilty of, 
- Willany man renounce 4 rich uncharge- 
able Reverfion, when he ts not only 
wooed, but bribed by a confiderable 
fam in hand not to difclaim ic? I feat 
“ there are few fo mortified to Wealth, 3 
to do itupon the {core of Self-denial ; 
and fure no man would be thought ao 
1 


erie 
“hm + . 


—_ 


— 


= 


his wits, that thould do it upon any o- 
thers for what jealoufies foever he had 
entertained of the Security, or Value of 


that future Eftate, yet the prefenc vifible 
‘ profic would deferve his confideration: 


There is but one circumftance imagina- 


“ble, that could reafonably avert him, 


and that is the fufpition of Deceir, thae 
the Coin which is offered him is falfe » 
and adulterate, And thac I may noe 
be under a neceflity of pronouncing fo 


‘many men mad, I hall fuppofe it nor 


unlikely chat this fcruple may occur to 
them in the prefent Cafe: They have 


: fo long brought all their Bullion to. S3- 


thans Mint, fuffered him to ftamp their - 
Pleafures, chat none will now pafs for 


-current with them, which has not his 
“Imprefs; and upon this account ’tis too 
probable they may diftruft the validity 
of the prefent Paiment, disbelieve the 


pleafantnefs of chofe Duties I have here 
recommended to their Enjoyment, as 


} well as Pra@tice, Nor fhall I defire to 
. impofe on their belief, bat fhall very 


willingly wave their Faith, and appeal — 
to their Senfe, But then they mutt re- 


_member, that that is uncapable of judg- 


«ing 
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ing by any other means but Experience; 
and af es if all chat has been addreft 
to their Reafon be ineffeQual, chat re- 
mains as che laft referve for their con- 
vincement, Let every one of them feri- 
oufly and confcientioufly fer co the Pra- 
tice, (and allow only for fo much of 
difficulty, as mieurally attends the inter- 
rupting a contrary Caftom) and then 
let him, if he can, doubt of the Pleafare: 
Let him allow himfelf buc this one afe- 
dium to infer it, and I fhall defie his dif- 
fent to the Conclufton, Let him few 
with me this handful of feed én the tears 
of true contrition for remembring his 
‘Daty and Interefts fo lace, and J fhall reft 
confiden: he will reap in joy in thisworld, . 
and carry the news of it to another, even | 
thither alfo bring his [heaves with him, 
abundance of fruit to his account, be blekt 
here, and crown’d eternally. 


FINIS, 


, . ERRATA. 
' Pref. Se&.17. 1.8. r. recommend, p. 17.1. 30. for 
foul r. fpeech, p. 35.1. 14.¥. gencler, p.$7-4.9. for 
faid r. fo, p. 88. f. 23 1. fuperfedes, p. 94. l.21.r. de- 
ference, p. 96.1.7. after vice add that, p. §8. 1. 2. af 
“ter ofadd his, p. 99.1. s9.r. conftitution, p. 106. 1.28. 
" vy. Motive, p.r1i.l. 32.7. deter, p. 12 9. 2. .v delight- 
ed, p. 152. 1,18. 7, amiabiliry, 
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| A Confefsion. 


%, Bileffed Lord, I thy wretched Crea. 
C) ture, thy notonely unproficabie, and 
flothful, but wicked Servant, do here 

proftrate my felf at chy Feet, humbly ackuo»- 
icdging that I have moft perverfly and moft | 
—treacheroufly mif-imployed chofe many preci- 
ous Talents wherewith thou haft intrufted me. 
" y have, O Lord, uns orthily abufed chofe com- 
mon Mercies which thou haft afforded measa 
Man, and a Chriftian, my whole life having 
been a continued refiftance to the dictates 
- borhof Reafon and Religion. But! have yet 
’ farther perverted thofe more fpecial Liberalr 
‘ties of thine, whereby thou haft effayedto 

- -vanquifh and melt an ungrateful heart. My 
Knowledge hath had no influence on my 
Choices, but ] have obflinately purfued thofe 
-. ways, which I knew led tothe Chambers of 
Death, and by advancing my Sins from Igno- 
_rancesto Prefumptions, hath ferved onely to 
render me lyable to the greater number of 
Atripes. Thac Wealth whereby I fhould have 
glorified Thee, and fuccoured my Brethren, I - 
have converted into fuel to-maintainand ac- 
_cend my Covetoufnels, Pride, and Luxury, fo 
_levying war againft Thee with thine own Trea- 
. fare, Thus unfaithful, O Lord, have I bees 
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in che unrighteous Mammon, and who chen 
fhali commit to my cruft the true Riches? | 
have wafted chat Time thou haft givenme to | 
work out my own Salvation, vainly andim- © 
pertinently, nay often fo victoufly and impi- 
oufly, chat Idlenefs, though a Crying fin of 
Sodom, hath been che fileaceft of my guilts, 
‘the greacer portion of my Days having teen 
devoted either co che purfuit or enjoyment of 
my brutifh Pleafures, fo making it my bufinefs 
to provide for the Flefh co fulfil the Luts 
thereof; and of thofe many Days and Years 
thou haft afforded me, how few minutes are 
there of which I can give any tolerable account . 
to Thee, or my own Soul? Nay, O Lord,as — 
af my fingle and perfonal Impieties had been 
coo little, Ihave propagated them to Others, ° 
‘and have made that Authority and Efteem, 
which thou gaveft me for better purpofes, the 
means of enfnaring allwhom my Intereft or | 
Example could feduce. And now, O Lord, — 
_ how unknown aftonifhing a weight of guile 
do Tlie under, chat am to anfwer for fo many 
Sins of O:her men, as well as myfelf, chac . 
_fhavechusbeena Snare on A1iz.b, anda Net 
fpreadon Mount Tabor, the In{trument of en- 
‘tangling and betraying fo many Souls ? O 
merciful Lord; who delighteft not in the death 
of a fianer, look with pitcy both onthem, and | 
| me, Give mea fincere and earneft Repentance | 
* ° for my own offences, and if ic bethybleffed ; 
will, make me fome way inftramental co the | 
= ee begetting 


terete. 
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begetting the like in them, that Imay beas 
Contributive to their Recovery, as I have been 
to their Fall: And fet the confcioufnefs of my 


great Sloth and Unfaithfulnefs in all the parts 


of my Stewardfhip, excite me toa more dilt- 
gent and induftrious improvement of allthofe 


J Ti 


advantages thou haft put inte my hands;’ for 


thy glory, the benefit of my Brethren, and 
the eternal joy of my own Soul. Grant thts, O 
gtacious Lord, for his fake who cameto Call 
finnersto Repentance, Jefus Chrift our Lord. 


A Thanksgiving. 


Moft gracious and @oft bountifin 
Lord, who doeft good unto alf, but 


haft inan extraordinary meafure a- 
bounded to me thy unworthielt Servant, 1 de- 
fire with allexuberanc thankfulnefs of heart. 


to confefs and celebrate this thy great good- 


nefs. Lord, Thou haft not been to me a Wilder- 
nefs, a Land of Darknefs, but haft: caufed my 
Lot to fall in a fair ground. Thou hait not 
onely given mea Natural, anda capacity of a 
Spiritual life, buchaft alfo enriched me with 


_ many Advantages for the comfortable fupporc 


‘of the one, and the happy improvement of 


the other, above what thou afardeft to mul- | 


-— 


titudes of others. Thou haft‘listrally given 
; so ae 
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me of the Dew of Heaven, and fatnefs of the 
Earth, an Affurance of all thofe good things 
which may both oblige and affit me che:rfully 
to ferve Thee, O let not my Heart. like Gideons 
Fleece remain dry, whilft all about it is thus 
plentifully watred from Heaven; but giveme, 
Ibefeech thee, fuchafence of thy Mercy, as 
may exprefs it felf in a conftant and zealous 
Obedience. Thou haftdone fo much for this 
meanelt Plant in chy Vineyard, dreft itand 
fenced it about with Thy Grace and Provi- 
dence ;. and having built a Wine-prefs, mayeft 
moft reafonably expe fome Clufters to be 
brought to it at the Vintage. O let not fo-gra- 
cious, fo equitable a demand be fruitraced,when 
thou lookeft it fhould bring forth Grapes, let 


it not bring forth wilde Grapes , lecnorthofe . | 


Advantages I enjoy abo-e others, tempt me to 
' exale my Self, ardefpife them, but grant me 
always to remember that it is Thou onely that 
makeft me differ from another. Lord, ler thy 
Methods be my Documents, thy D:fpenfations 
of Indulgence towards me, the Engagements 
and Bands of the cloteft and moft inviolable 
Duty,that chat Eminency of Condition where- 
in Thou haft placed me inthis World, may be 
an-effectual Admonition to me to be eminent 
in Vertue. that Meo feeing my good Works, . 
‘may glorifie Thee my Heavenly Father, 
through Jefus Chrift our Lord and Blefled 
Saviour. 
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A Prayer. 
| Thou moft Righteous and Impartial 
Judge, who defpifeft not the mean nor 


accepreft the perfons of the Mighty., 
Make me always to remember and ferioufly to 


confider, that none of thofe outward privi- 


ledges Il enjoy among men,can exempt me fram 
thy fevere Tribunal, bucthatI fhall one day 
be brought to Judgment, as for all that I have 
done in the fiefh, fo particularly for thofe 
fpecial and peculiar Advantages, whereby 
thou haft difcriminated me from my meaner 
brethren: -And oh Jet thefe Terrors of the 
Lord timely perfwade, yea conftrain me to a 
careful impioying of all [I have received , to 
thofe ends for which thou haft beftowed them. 


Lord, grant that. the Knowledge thou haft 


given me may have fuch an efficacie on my 
Practice, that it may always guide, never up- 
braid me. And as thou ha{t opened thy hand 


" Wide to me in temporal Plenty, fo enlarge my 
heart in Thankfulnefs toward thee, and in 


Compaffion’ and bounty toward thy poor 


~ members: J am-not ftraitned by thce, O let 
‘me not be ftraitned in my own bowels, Jet 
- neither Covetoufnefs nor Riot make me poor 
- inthe midft of Riches, but grant me that true 
~ Enjoyment which confifts in a Charitable dif 
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pencing of chem, that forfaking all che unfatif- 
fying naufeated pleafures of Luxury, I may 
purchafe to myfelf that more folid tranfcend- 
ing delight of fuccoring the diltreffes of my 
fellow Chriftians. Lord, fuffer not my Wealth 
to be Onlya lading wich chick clay, nor the 
rult of itco bear witnefs againft me, but rathér 
anake me ofthe number of thofe that neéd 
‘relief, then of thofe who want hearts to give 


it. And fincein thy gracious Providence chou" - 


halt placed me in a condition of eafe and va- 


‘cancie, © lec me not pervert ic into a life of . © 


Jdlenefs and Senfualicy, lee me not be lefs, buc 
‘Eecter bufiéd then other men. O never fuffer 
me to incur the guilt or reproach of being 
more rentifs or indifferent in my entercourie 


with Thee, thea others are of their craffique 


with the World, of having lefs care of my 
wn aad other mens immortal fouls, chen they 
have of their corruptible bodies, bue make 


ine fo induftrioufly to husband every miaute — 


of that precious Time thou lendeft me here, as 
may be in order to a bleffed Eternity both of 
my felf, and as many more as thou fhalt put 
witkin myreach: O lec not any perfons ever 
have caufe to accufe their Relation co me, fer 
betraying them to Sin here, or Mifery here- 
after, but grant that all that are under my 
care or power, may receive fuch wholfom ia- 
fluence from me, as may nourifh all Chriftian 
Practice among them; And, Lord, grant that 
' imy Example may be fuch co all, that I never 
7 | prove 
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‘prove to any anoccafion of Falling: Let me 


never contribute to that power and empire 
which Vice has gotten in the world, but with 
a fteady courage oppofe all Impiety, how 
cuftomary or fuccefsful foever, Let me think 
nothing Honorable, but what bears Thy ftamp 
and imprefs onic, but engage, and animate, 
and inflame my benumm’d breaft, to the moft 
eager and vigorous endeavor of recovering 

countenanced Vertue to fome efteem and 
reputatisn among men. And, © Lord, grant 
that by anaffiduous Pradtice of alf Dury, | may 
arrive to fucha guft and relith of it, as may 


utterly fupplant any fenfual delights in myown 


heart, and may alfo qualifie me experimentally 
co affure others how {weer the Lord is, that [ 
may be an effectual (though unworthy ) In- 


' {tfument in thy hand of drawing many to the 


Obedience of Chrift, and that renouncing aH 
the vain torturing Ambitions of this world, I 


* may afpire to no other honor bur chat of be- 


ing approved by Thee as a good and faithful 
Servant; That by thy mercy having my Ine 
fitmities covered, and my Sincerity accepted, 
I may at laft be admitted into the Joy of 
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Lord, through the merits of Jefus Chrift my 


bieffed Saviour and Mediator. Amen. 


For more | particular Concernments, the Reader. 
may be referred to the Devotions at the end of 
L The Whole Duty of Man. | 
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